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PEEFACE. ^^
The Senate of Toronto University having prescribed

for the 1886 Matriculation Examinations in English

Composition Macaulay's Essay on Warren Hastings,

the present edition of the Essay has been prepared to

aid the candidate in getting up the work. The liter-

ary student is to be congratulated on the selection of

so attractive a work in English prose, at once interest-

ing in matter and animated in style. He is also to

be congratulated on the fact that an English Classic

is placed on the Curriculum, not, as has been the

wont, for mere grammatical dissection, but for

critical study, in its literary and rhetorical aspects,

and as a mine of sul)fects for exercises in English

Composition.

This new departure in the methods of English

literature-teaching will, doubtless, be hailed with

satisfaction. It will now be possible for the student

to gain spme adequate notion of the beauties of liter-

ature, and to discover in the great English master-

pieces something more than the bony structure of the

language. He will also be enabled to acquire facility

in the writing of English, and have practice in the use

of his pen as the instrument (jf written thought.

With this new departure the student should be

encouraged to take a broad survey of English Litera-

ture, and to realise the fact that the texts prescribed

for the work of the year deal only with a single work

of a single author—that, in fact, there are fields be-
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yond his present purview. This is deemed an impor-

tant matter ; and, hence, the fragmentary character of
his work should always be held before the student,

and his mind impressed with a sense of proportion.

The Warren Hastings era in the annals of India, he
should be told, is no more the history of Hindostar^
than the Essay on that ruler is i\\ of Macaulay.
Hastuigs, indeed, fills no l^j^er niche in Oriental his-

tory than
>^^ ^g Vaudreuil, or Intendant Bigot, fills

in the early history of Canada.

The Essay having been prescribed for the purpose

stated, the Editor has endeavoured to adapt his work

to.the wants of students. In the Introductions, in the

hints on Composition, in the suggested Themes based

upon the Essay, as well as in the Annotations, the

Editor trusts that his work will be found of substan-

tiai service.

The Editor's acknowledgments are due to the

authors of the books of reference enumerated else-

. where. To Dr. Hunter's " Brief History of the Indian

People," and to Mr. S. Hales's edition of Macaulay's

Essay, he is particularly indebted. The latter he

found useful in checking his work. To Archibald

MacMurchy, Esq., M. A., Rector of the Toronto Col-

legiate Institute, at whose suggestion the task was un-

dertaken, the Editor's special thanks are due for kind-

nesses received while the book was passing through

the press.

Toronto, A/>ri/ loth, 1883.



MACAULAY'S LIFE,

AND THE

CHARACTERISTICS OF HIS WRITINGS.

Thomas Babington (Loni)'iA\c\\J\.\\, one of the greatest

masters of English prose, was born at Rothley Temple, Leices-

tershire, October 25th, 1800. His father, Zachary Macaulay,
was intimately associated with Wilberforce in the emancipation
of the West Indian slaves. To him, it is more than probable,
the son was indebted for the sterling integrity and sturdy
manliness of his character ; while to his mother, a most amiable
lady of Quaker descent, he no doubt owed his affectionate and
kindly disposition. Macaulay, early in life, gave promise of
winning a notable name. As a boy he was precocious and self-

confident ; tliough he justified these characteristics by ceaseless

reading, by the assiduous cultivation of his mental faculties, and
by the exercise of a memory phenomenal in its strength. His
university career at Cambridge was not distinguished for pro-

found scholarship : he was a rather desultory student, and pre-

ferred to win success in his own paths. English literature was
the field in which he chose to seek honors, and there he won
them, as well as within the circle of a literary society attached
to the College, where he shone in debate. In 1822 he took his

B.A. degree, and two years afterwards obtained a College Fel-
lowship.

On leaving the university Macaulay studied law ; but though
he was called to the bar he never practised the legal profession.

Literature was his lode-star, and in the arena of letters he had
already achieved a name. His early contributions to Knight's
QiMrlerly had been well received ; but public attention was
tirst specially directed to the young writer by his article in the
Edinburgh Rezieiv on Milton. This essay was the first of that
long series of brilliant contributions to the Whig Quarterly,

which earned for that periodical its reputation, and won for their

author undying fame. Meanwhile politics was putting forward
a rival claim for a hold on Macaulay 's talents. Through the
influence of Lord Lansdowne he was in 1830 returned to Par-
liament ; and for the ne.xt four years he took an active part in

the stirring scenes of the Reform Bill era. He was a Liberal

in politics, and his vehement oratory and great powers of work
were of much service to his party at this critical period of par-

liamentary history. In 1832 he was appointed a Commissioner
of the Board of Control, which representeil the Crown in its
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relation to the East India Company ; and two years afterwards

he was nominated a member of the Supreme Council of India.

The next four years Macaulay spent in Calcutta, worlcing at his

official duties with his accustomed thoroughness, though finding

time to do an immense amount of miscellaneous reading, and to

contribute occasional articles to the blue-and-yellow Quarterly.

To this residence in India, and the impress it made upon the

writer's mind, we doubtless owe two of the most brilliant essays

in the language.

Returning to England in 1839 Macaulay again entered Par-

liament, but now as member for Edinburgh ; and for a number
of years he had a seat in the Cabinet. Laborious as were his

Ministerial duties, he yet found time to pursue with unflagging

ardour his literary worl*. The essays on Lord Clive and War-
ren Hastings are the product of this period, as are those admir-

able specimens of " rhymed rhetoric," the Zry.s- of Ancient

Rome. But alternate legislating and electioneering were not

favourable to literary composition ; and Macaulay was ambi-

tious to do more than write essays and compose verse. He had

long cherished the idea of writing a History of England ; and,

fortunately for literature, Parliamentary defeats and loss of

office gave him the leisure, though now late in the day, to put

his wish into effect. From now to the close of his life, with a

brief interruption incident to his temporary return to politics.

Macaulay threw his whole heart into the writing of his History.

Few Englishmen were at the time so deeply versed as he in

the country's annals ; and none had hitherto hit the idea of

making history popular, or were able to treat it with such pic-

turesque effect. Alas ! he lived to see but four volumes pub-

lished ; the fifth, a fragment, was not issued until after his death.

The pul)lication of the first instalment of the History, says Mr.

Trevelyan, his biographer, "was greeted by an ebullition of

national pride and satisfaction :" the success of the work, as a

whole, was unprecedented. Nor can we wonder at this result,

for, fragment as it is, and more or less marked by partisanship,

literature has no richer treasures of historical portraiture, nor

have the annals of any people been written with greater dash

and spirit or with more sustained effort. The second instalment

of the work, pul:)lished in 1855, elicited even greater interest

than did the first, and was received with marks of unqualified

approval. The fifth and concluding volume appeared posthum-
ously, for, at the close of 1859, the brain that had woven the

wonderful fabric had ceased its functions. Its author died

Raron Macaulay ; and on the 9th of January, i860, his remains

were interred with impressive pomp in the Poets' Corner in

Westminster Abbey.

The social aspects of Macaulay 's life present some very love-

able traits. His attachment to his sister, Lady Trevelyan, and
the fond indulgence of a bachelor-uncle to her children, are

prominent features in his biography, and pleasingly attest his

affectionate disposition and warmth of heart. The " Life and
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Letters,'' by his nephew, Mr. Trevelyan, is one of the most
admirable biographies in the language, and should be read by
all admirers of the great historian, orator, and essayist.

Macaulay is the most pictorial prose-writer in English litera-

ture. His power of graphic narration has rarely been equalled

and never surpassed. With wide and accurate knowledge, and
the faculty of readily bringing it to his aid, he has enriched the

literature of history and biography with scenes and studies that

bid fair to have perennial life. He was a typical Englishman
;

and his writings, both historical and literary, deal with subjects

that interest tlie national mind and enlist the sympathies of the

national heart. This is particularly the case when he treats

of England's military heroes. Into these figures he infuses

life and vigour, and their going and coming is as the tread of

armed men. His power of reproducing the past is great ; alid

the impression he leaves on the mind of the reader is vivid and
lasting. His work always tells, for it is hearty and genuine.

Nor is it ever timidly put forth, but invariably with confidence

and conviction. In not a few instances this leads him into

error, and gives a colour to his statements that does injustice to

facts. But the error is an unwitting one, and is often but the

exaggeration of truth. At times one has to stand off from his

work to get its proper focus, and to see his facts out of the glare

of his rhetoric. But he has painted many striking pictures, and
imbued with fresh life many forgotten incidents and memorable
figures of the past.

The chai'acteristics of Macaulay's style are strength and clear-

ness. It is said that he never wrote but one obscure sentence in

his life. With equal truth it may be affirmed that he never
penned a weak one. In reading Macaulay one often sighs,

indeed, for an hour of languor, and for a passage of quiet

repose. But there is as little of repose as there is of emotion.
The tenderness that was in his nature he never imparts to his

books. We have the firm hand of the robust rhetorician, but
never the soft touch of the idealist or the poet. Macaulay has no
acute sensibilities ; and hence in his writings there is little of

humor and less of pathos Vet every page is instinct \\ith life,

bright with colour, and affluent of illustration. From every
nook of literature he brings something to enrich his narrative

and ornament his work. But decoration is not thought ; still

less is it philosophy. Macaulay is too practical to philosophise

;

but he never fails to stamp on our minds the image of his work.
And this he does with consummate skill. Not only are his facts

inexhaustible, but inexhaustible also are the resources of his art.

On his canvas there may be daubs of colour, but the man and
the scene he sets out to paint he always succeeds in making live

before one. The process may be mechanical and the details too

minute, but the result nevertheless is art.
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The essay on Warren Hastings exemplifies both the merits

and the defects of Macaulay as a writer. Though somewhat
overloaded with ornament, the narrative is clear-cut, forcible,

and brilliant. It displays vast and varied knowledge, and is

enriched with apt, if profuse, illustration. But Macaulay rarely

brings out the deeper significance of events, and seldom looks

into the heart for the motive of his actors. " His historical

figures," says a writer, " form groups of individuals, not symbols
of forces working behind the veil." Not only is there an
absence of the analytic habit, but there is often a narrowness of

view, and not infrequently poverty of thought. He is seldom
original, and never profound. To the ordinary reader this is

concealed by an animated style, and by a florid and abundant
rhetoric. ,

Macaulay's fondness for antithetical writing often detracts

from his sense of justice, and leads him unfairly to praise one
man by defaming another. In his judgments, moreover, he is

more frequently guided by precedent than by principle, his

memory gaining the advantage over his sense of right. Truth
he doesn't sue, but takes captive. In one other respect his

work is defective : as the artists say, his pictures want atmos-

phere ; he gets too near to the canvas, and, consequently, there

is a lack of perspective. But despite these defects Macaulay is

a great and attractive writer. He is always in earnest, and his

industry makes his work thorough and accurate. The national

history may yet be written more scientifically, but never with a

sturdier patriotism or with more enthusiasm and fire.

In connection with the Essay on Warren Hastings, it is instructive to

note what its author has to say of it when offering the paper to the Editor
of the Edinhiirgh Review, where it appeared in Oct., 1841. Here are some
extracts from Macaulay's letter accompanying the contribution, which we
find in the Trevelyan biography. .Says JHacaulay : ''I am not quite sure
that so vast a subject may not bear two articles. The scene of the first would
lie principally in India The Rohilla War, the disputes of Hastings and his

Council, the character of Francis, the death of Nuncomar, the rise of the em-
pire of Hyder AH, the seizure of Benares, and many other interesting mat-
tens, would furnish out such a paper. In the second, the scene would be
changed to Westminster. There we should have the Coalition ; the India
Bill : the impeachment ; the characters of all the noted men of that time, from
Burke, who managed the prosecution of Hastings, down to the wretched
Tony Pasquin, who first defended and then libeled him. I hardly know a
story so interesting, and of such various interest. And the central figure is

in the highest degree striking and majestic. I think Warren Hastings,
though far from faultless, one of the greatest men that England ever pro-
duced. He had pre-eminent talents for government, and great literary

talents, too ; fine taste, a princely spirit, and heroic equanimity in the midst
of adversity and danger. "Mens aequa in arduis" (a mind serene amid
difficulties) is the inscription under his picture in the Government House at

Calcutta, and never was there a more appropriate motto. This story has
never been told as well as it deserves."



INDIA BKFORE THE TIME OF WARREN
HASTINGS.*

The kinship of the British people with a large section of the

inhabitants of India is now known to be very close. Ethno-
logically, the Briton, the Brahmin, and the Rajput are descend-

ants from the same parent stock, the Aryan or Indo-Germanic
race. All three had an origin in common in Central Asia.

Though it is customary to speak of India as being peopled by
the two chief prehistoric races, the Aryans and the non-Aryans,
there is in reality a four-fold division of the people. It is well

to bear this in minil, as the question of race or "caste" in

India is a very important one. The four elements that make
up the population of British India are as follows:- (i) The
descendants of the Aryan or Sanskrit-speaking race (the Brah-
mins and Rajputs), who number about i6 millions

; (2) the

non-Aryans, or Aborigines, who in the IJritish Provinces num-
ber about 18 millions

; (3) the great mixed population, known
as the Hindoos, which has grown out of the Aryan and non-

Aryan elements (but chiefly out of the latter), and numbers
about 124 millions ; and (4) the Mohammedans, who some 900
years ago began to migrate to India, and now number about 41
millions.

There are two marked distinctions between the modern types

of the Aryan and non-Aryan people in India, viz.: colour and
features. The Aryans pride themselves on their fair complexion
and finely-formed features. Of this class the most influential

are the Brahmins, who monopolize priestly and literary pursuits,

and are the learned men and teachers of India. The non-Aryans,
partaking of the Asiatic type, have the squat Mongolian face

and irregular features. From this class Britain has drawn some
of her bravest and most loyal Indian soldiery—the Goorkhas
and hill-men of the northern mountain ranges among the

number.

The India of to-day, including British Biirmah and Assam, comprises
twelve Provinces under British rule, and twelve groups of Native States.

Each British Province has its own Governor or Commissioner, who is sub-
ordinate to the Governor-General or Viceroy, the head of the Supreme Gov-
ernment of India. The Native States, which are known as Feudatory
India, are governed by native princes under the suzerainty of Britain. The
total area of British India is nearly 900,000 square miles, with a population
of close upon 200 millions. The total area of the Native States exceeds
500,00 J square miles, with a population of over 55 millions Besides the
Britisk Provinces and Native States there are a few Portuguese and French
settlements ; but they are of minor extent and importance.
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Bound up as tliey are witli the history and literature of the
country, a word here may not be out of place on the religions

of India. The prevailing creed is Hindooism, which is at once
" a social league resting upon caste, and a religious alliance

based upon worship." Buddhism was the first great bond of
union among the Indian races ; but long ago it was in great

measure displaced in India by Brahminism, the religion of the

Hindoo, though it has not failed to flourish in exile in other
large districts of the East. Hindooism, though it had its origin

in many sources, is more or less a fusion of the early faiths of

the people, including the mild doctrines of Buddha, the ancient,

simple beliefs of the Veda, with a combination of Vishnu wor-
ship, and, among tlie low-castes, the propitiation by human
sacrifice of " Siva, the Destroyer." Its caste basis rests upon
distinctions of race, occupation, and geographical position ; and
these for the most part erect rigid social barriers which clearly

and sharply define the lines of society. Occupation generally,

however, marks the dividing line. The four classes which caste

recognizes are the Brahmins or priests, the soldiery, the traders,

and the agriculturists. As a rule the Hindoo remains for life in

the caste in which he is born.

But while the religion of Buddha was being supplanted by
Hindooism, a new faith had sprung up in Arabia ; and its pi"o-

fessors, the Mohammedans, carrying aloft the crescent banner
of Islam, poured thei'r conquering hordes into India. The
Mohammedan dynasty dates from about the year i,ooo A. D.,

and comes down to the nominal rule at Delhi of the last of the

Mogul Emperors, who, for his complicity in the mutiny of 1857,

was banished to Rangoon, where he died in 1862, and the

dynasty ended with him. This long period of Mohammedan rule

is marked by internal dissension and external conflict, by anarchy

within and invasion from without. Persian and Afghan hordes

successively attacked the northern boundaries of the kingdom,
while its southern confines were, at a later period, repeatedly

overrun by the Mahrattas and the Sikhs. The flourishing

period of Moslem rule is embraced between the year 1526,

when the Empire of the Moguls was founded, and the year

1707, when Aurungzebe, the most famed of the Mohammedan
conquerors, died. After this Emperor's death the Mogul king-

dom declined, for the Hindoo Provinces of Deccan and Oude
won their independence, and the Sikhs and the Mahrattas were

driven into revolt. It was from the two latter confederacies

that Britain won India, aided by Mohammedan princes in

Bengal, in the Carnatic, and in Mysore. The Mahratta power

was finally broken in 1818 ; the Sikh Confederation was not

overthrown until 1848.

British settlement in India practically dates from the year

1600, when the East India Company was founded. A hundred

years earlier the Spaniards, the Portuguese, and the Dutch,

actuated by the spirit of enterprise of the time, were all eager to

reach the Indies, and to bring home some of its fabled wealth.

Columbus, as we know, discovered the American Continent in
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his search for a passage to the gilded Orient ; and Vasco de

("jania reached it by way of the Cape of Good Hope. During

the whole of the i6th century the Portuguese had the monopoly

of trade in the Flast. When the crowns of Portugal and Spain

were for a time united, ihc national interests of Portugal were

merged in Spanish contjuest in the West, and her Asiatic trade

passed into the hands of the English and the Dutch. Competi-

tion between the two latter powers for the commerce of India

was in the 17th century keen and on both sides aggressive. But

in 1758 the tide turned in favour of I-Jritain, when Clive, at

Chinsurah. forced the Dutch to capitulate. Sixty years later,

Dutch trade on the mainland of India received its death blow,

when England, during the great French wars from 1793 to 181 1,

won all the colonies of Holland.

But England had other rivals besides the Portuguese and the

Dutch in the trade of the Orient. France had early laid covet-

ous eyes on the wealth of the Indies, and possessed a Trading

Company in the East under charter of the French Crown.
There were also various English companies formed for trading

purposes in India and the Indian Archipelago. In 1709 the two

chief companies were amalgamated under the style of " The
United Company of Merchants of England Trading to the East

Indies ;
" and, forming one organization, it was to be henceforth

known as the "East India Company." At successive periods

this great corporation obtained a renewal of its charter, though

its powers were more or less modified as time went on, until the

year 1858, when the Company and its affairs were transferred

to the British Crown. The first trading ventures of the East

India Company were for cargoes of pepper and rich spices in

the Indian Archipelago. On some of the islands of that sea the

Company established factories, or houses of trade, which ere

long brought its servants into collision with the Portuguese and
the Dutch. In 1623 occurred the massacre by the Dutch at

Amboyna, which dros-e the English from the Spice Islands to

the mainland of India. The Company soon obtained a footing

on the Coromandel coast, where it erected Fort St. George, its

first territorial possession, and the nucleus of the later city of

Madras. Settlements were ere long effected at Bombay, at

Fort William (Calcutta),- at Moorshedabad, once the capital of

Bengal, and at various points on the Hooghly, a navigable

branch of the Ganges. The French also made good their foot-

hold in the country, establishing themselves at Chandernagore,
just above Calcutta, and at Pondicherry, a hundred miles south

of Madras.

At first the English East India Company pursued its trade by
])ermission of the native princes, whose rights it for a time
respected, though the cupidity of the Company and its employes
were ere long utterly to disregard both political and commercial
morality. The rivalry of the trading companies of other nations,

particularly the French, soon introduced discord into the coun-
try, and with it a factor of no inconsiderable account in the

spoliation of India. Its fruit was soon seen in setting the native
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rulers by the ears, in deposing some, and extorting from others

immense sums of money, and ere long their territorial posses-

sions. The trading companies were greedy and their servants

unscrupulous. Such was the position of affairs in India when,
in 1744, war broke out in Europe between England and France.
At this time, M. Dupleix, the French Governor of Pondicherry,
was ambitious that the rule of his countrymen should be the

dominant one in India. The English, as may readily be
imagined, were the special objects of the Governor's designs

;

and in 1746 Madras surrendered to a French squadron which
was then cruising on the coast. Two years afterwards, an Eng-
lish fleet failed in the attempt to take Pondicherry ; but Madras,
by the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, was restored to Britain.

Meanwhile the local situation was not improved by these

Anglo-French outbreaks. The whole of Southern India, on the

fall of the Mogul power at Delhi, had become practically inde-

pendent ; and in the Deccan the Nizam-ul-Mulk was founding
at Hyderabad a hereditary dynasty. The Carnatic, the lowland
district lying between the central plateau and the Eastern Sea,

was governed by a deputy of the Nizam, known as the Nawab
of Arcot. To the south lay Mysore, Tanjore, and Trichinopoli,

which were all seats of independent Hindoo power. On the

death, in 1748, of Nizam-ul-Mulk, the " War of Succession'"

to the throne of the Deccan, referred to in Macaulay's Essay,

began to rage. The English supported the claim of Nasir

Jung, a son of the late ruler ; while it suited the purpose of the

French Governor, Dupleix, to maintain the cause first of one
grandson and then of another. In like manner, to the subordi-

nate sovereignty of Arcot, the French and English advanced
the interests of rival claimants. The former upheld the preten-

sions of Chunder Sahib ; while the latter countenanced those of

Mahommed Ali. To end the trouble, which was a source of

danger to Madras, and to cripple the influence of France in the

Carnatic, the English directed Clive, who had come to India in

1743, to proceed with a small but, as it turned out, brave force

to seize Arcot. Clive's capture and subsequent defence of tlie

place was the first of his great military achievements, and made
the year 1751 famous in the annals of British India. From that

date French power in the East began to decline ; and its over-

throw occurred nine years later, when Sir Eyre Coote won the

victory of Wandewash, and in the following year starved Pondi-

cherry into a surrender.

The scene now shifts to Bengal, and to the advent of Warren
Hastings. In 1740 the hereditary succession to the throne of

the Province had been broken by a usurper, who died in 1756-

His grandson, Surajah Dowlah, a hot-headed youth of eighteen,

became Nawab of Bengal. The Court was at Moorshedabad,
contiguous to Cossimbazar and the European factories on the

Hooghly. Down the river, at Calcutta, there was by this time

a large settlement of English. Suddenly the city was seized

by a panic on the appearance at its gates of an army of the

Nawab. On the pretext of capturing a relative, who had
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escaped from his vengeance, Surajali Dowlah liad marched upon
and invested Calcutta with his forces. Most of the English
fled down the river in their ships ; though some 150 of them
were captured and tlung for the night into the military jail at

Fort William. Only 23 emerged on the morrow from the hor-

rors of the " Black Hole !"

While this tragic occurrence took place Clive was at Madras
with the British fleet under Admiral Watson. On hearing of
the calamity he instantly set out for the mouth of the G.inges,

and Calcutta was promptly recovered. The Nawab fortunately

consented to a peace, and made ample compensation for iSdtish

losses. But Clive soon found the opportunity to settle accounts
more satisfactorily with Surajah Dowlah. War having again
broken out between France and England, the hero of Arcot
made it the pretext to seize the French settlement on the

Hooghly of Chandernagore. This enraged the Nawab ; and in

hot haste he took up the cause of the French. Clive, acting

upon the policy of the Governor of Pondicherry, put forward a

rival claimant for the throne. Resort was had to arms. At
Plassy. about 70 miles north of Calcutta, the die was cast ; and
Clive with less than a tenth of Dovvlah's army met and scat-

tered it to the winds. Placing Meer Jafifier on the throne of

Bengal, Clive dictated his own terms on elevating him to the

position, and the East India Company became practically masters
of the Province.

Little remains now to be said, for Warren Hastings comes at

this period upon the scene, and Macaulay's Essay takes up the

thread of the narrative. Plassy was fought on the 23rd of June,

1757 ; and in the following year Clive was appointed by the

Court of Directors Governor of the Company's settlements in

Bengal. The incidents connected with the dethronement of

Meer Jaffier. the revolt of Meer Casim, and the re-conquest of
Bengal, brings the story of British occupation well on in the

career of Hastings. These and subsequent stirring events

brought out the resources of that famed administrator ; and,

with Clive's military genius, make the history of the period a

notable one in the annals of India. Clive's rule in the East
terminated in 1767 ; Warren Hastings' extends from 1772
to 1785. After that came the administration of Lord Corn-
wallis and the second Mysore war ; and the century closes with
the third Mysore and the second Mahratta war and the military

rule of the Marquis of Wellesley. These stormy scenes served

to consolidate British power in India, and to prepare the way
for other signal triumphs and a more peaceful and beneficent

administration.



WARREN HASTINGS : HIS LIFE AND WORK.

I. Lord Macaulay's essay on Warren Hastings is one of his

most notable contributions to tlie Edinburgh Revieiv, where it

appealed in October, 1841. Early in the previous year its

writei had contributed to the same periodical his hardly less

famous essay on Lord Clive, which should be read in connec-
tion with that on Warren Hastings, that the student may be
familiar with the military achievements which in part precede,

and in part run contemporary with, Hastings' lengthy and bril-

liant rule in India. The two men who were to become the

founders of Firitain's greatness in the East, and who, despite the

stains on their character, figure grandly in the Anglo-Indian
history of the eighteenth century, were, for the space of some
seventeen years, actors together in the civil and military admin-
^istration of India. How their careers for a time interlace will

best be seen by reproducing the dates in connection with the

lives of both men. Clive v.as born in 1725 ; he made his first

voyage to India in 1743 ; and finally quitted the East in 1767.

He died in England by his own hand in 1774. Warren Hast-

ings was Clive's junior by only seven years ; he made his first

voyage to India in 1750 ; and, with a visit of four years" duration

to England, was for thirty-five years in the East India Com-
pany's service, during thirteen of which he had charge of the

affairs of the Indian Empire. Returning to England in 1785,
he spent there the remainder of a long and chequered life, dying
in the year 1818.

2. Macaulay's personal knowledge of India, and his vast fund

of historical and literary research, were, no doubt, induciuL;

motives in his taking up the Malcolm and Gleig biographies of

these heroes of Indian history as themes for an historical essax

and studies of portraiture for the pages of the great Whig Quar-
terly. Britain's Indian Empire, with its barbaric wealth and
glitter, the splendour of its temples, courts and palace, the

pageantry and stately ceremonial by which the native prince^

were surrounded, together with all the glamour of the East,

formed a group of subjects well fitted to attract Macaulay's love

of the picturesque and give scope for graphic XAriting. The
achievements of the British arms, the successive conquests over

the native tribes, the thrilling stories of peril and daring, the

knavery of Indian intrigue and the counter diplomacy of the

English military chiefs, were further subjects well calculated to

enlist the ardour of a patriotic historian and furnish material for

brilliant literary effects. It is just here that the student needs

to be on his guard against Macaulay, and to take care that the

fascination of his style and the brilliance of his stately sentences

do not lead him astray in the estimate he desires to form of the
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events described in his pages, and falsify his judgment (if the

chief actors who play their part in the narrative. Tliis is par-

ticularly necessary in reading the essay on Warren Hastings,

where Macaulay delights in marked contrasts, and glorifies his

hero by throwing into the deepest shade those who were either

his tools or who opposed him in the questionable methods by
which he won success. It is this love for startling antitheses,

combined at times with a too pronounced partisanship, that de-

tracts from Macaulay's merits as a portrait-painter and historian,

however spirited may be his narrative, dazzling his eloquence,

and great the wealth of the historical and literary illustration he

lavishes upon his work. Few, however, will fail to be capti-

vated by the polish of the language, the vigour and perspicuity

of statement, the telling turns of argument, and the succession

and rhythmic flow of the glowing periods. Nor, despite what
we have said of Macaulay's partisanship, and the artificial graces

and noisy brilliance of many of his sentences, will the reader

fail to note the essayists manifest desire to mete out justice to i

the figures on his canvas, or remain unstirred while he vigor- "-j

ously applies the lash to meanness and deceit. The value he sets

upon uprightness of character, straightforwardness of action.

purity of living, and all that is noble and unselfish in human
nature, is indeed a high one ; though at times he sadly qualifies

his ideal by an ingenuity of defence and a sophistry of language,

when dealing with crime, that too often reveals the advocate

and throws a cloud over the moral sense. But this is at once
the weakness and the strength of Macaulay ; and our estimate

of his work, like our estimate of such a character as Warren
Hastings, must not be upon a single trait of the man, but upon
the individual as a whole, and upon the completed work he has

left behind him.

3. Warren Hastings was born on the 6th of December, 1732, at

Daylesford, Worcestershire, close by the old manor-house which
in better days had been the home of the family for generations.

Burke, with characteristic bitterness, speaks of his origin "as
low, obscure, and vulgar ;" but this is a figment of the brain

of one who, however we may regard his motive, pursued Hast-
ings in the decline of his years, and after a life-long service to

his country, with unparalleled malignity, which the charm of his

eloquence can alone enable us to forget. The parents of Hast-
ings, neither of whom long survived his birth, were poor ; and
for years there wa> little to distinguish the future founder of

Britain's Asiatic Empire from the children of the cotters with

whom he played, and from whom he at times moodily withdrew
to bemoan the loss of his ancestral estates and build new ones
in the air. His parents dead, and his grandfather, who was
rector of the parish and for a time had charge of young Hast-
ings, being gathered to the tomb, our hero was adopted by his

uncle in London, and sent by him to Westminster School, where
he made the acquaintance of Cowper, Churchill, and other

budding literary talent, and greatly distinguished himself in his

studies. His uncle's death, after the lapse of some years, inter-
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rupted his school career, and, passing to the care of a distant

relative, he was sent off in his seventeenth year to India to fill a

commercial position in the service of the East India Company.

4, Hastings arrived at Calcutta in October, 1 750, and at once
entered upon his duties. Maintaining his habits of study, and
shrewdly discerning that preferment in the Company's service

would be aided by an acquaintance with the native languages,

Hastings applied himself to the study of Hindostanee and
Persian, and soon acquired considerable facility in the speaking
and writing of both. Endowed with great intellectual powers,
his active mind did not stop at acquiring a knowledge of some
of the native languages. He became deeply versed in the ways
of the Oriental mind, familiar with its changefulness, quick to

comprehend its sophistries ; and was soon able to pit against

Indian intrigue European callousness, unveracity and faithless-

ness, and at times even the most shameless lack of honour. The
school which propagated these vices was not that of an inher-

ently bad heart ; for Hastings, though he frequently lapsed from
virtue, had the instincts and manners of a gentleman. Rather
was it the service of the East India Company, whose rule in

India, strangely as the country had become subject to it, was
then and for some time afterwards thoroughly mercenary and
corrupt. Speaking of a later period in the history of India,

Macaulay, in a memorable passage, says that " English valour

and English intelligence liave done less to extend and to pre-

serve our Oriental Empire than English veracity." But the

period of Britain's beneficent rule in India had not yet come ;

nor was it to come until the administration of a reckless, ignor-

ant, and extortionate trading company had given place to Gov-
ernmental responsibility and control, influenced and guided in its

action by the traditional honour and good faith of the English

nation. The coming of that better day for India, which was to

rnanifest the clemency and magnanimity of Britain's rule over

a vast and subject people, though it was for a time deferred by
the wanton acts of Warren Hastings, was actively brought

about, by his own instrumentality, ere he passed from the scene

of his triumphs and lengthened sway. But as yet his star had

not risen : he was only a clerk in the Company's service, thougli

conscious of talents which all the while kept chafing him into

action. Presently his opportunity came. He had been ap-

pointed agent of the Company at Cossimbazar, a busy trading-

suburb of Moorshedabad, where was the Court of the native

ruler of Bengal and the adjoining Provinces. Here he was em-
ployed when Surajah Dowlah, who was to become Britain's in-

veterate foe, succeeded to the Government and instantly turned

upon the English. This monster-incarnate swooped down on

the English colony at Cossimbazar, made Hastings and his fel-

low-countrymen prisoners, and marched upon Calcutta, sig-

nalizing his presence there, and covering his name forever with

infamy, by the horrors of the Black Hole. At this juncture

Hastings' knowledge of the Indian vernacular, and his daring

and resourceful mind, were of great service to the imprisoned
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Eiiglisli at Moorslicdabad. Ingratiating himself with the par-

tisans of the Nabob in revolt, Hastings secured conditional

liberty, which he secretly used in furthering measures of deli-

cate diplomacy at the Court, until the moment for undisguised
action cariie, when he fled to Calcutta and became helpful to

Lord Clive in subduing the insurrection, which for the Hindoo
ruler had its disastrous close on the memorable field of Plassey.

5. Surajah Dowlah, having escaped from the field of Plassey,

was subsequently caught and jiut to death by the ally of the

English, Meer Jafiler, who succeeded to the vice-throne of the

Moguls. As a reward for his services Hastings was appointed
by Clive political agent at Meer Jaffier's sham-court at Moor-
shedabad, for though Jaffier was nominally the Nabob of Ben-

*

gal, it will be borne in mind, that the territory over which he
ruled became in'effect an English Province. Here Hastings re-

mained until 1 761, when, being appointed member of the Govern-
ing Council at Calcutta, he repaired thither, and for the next

three years held a seat at the Board. In 1764 Hastings re-

visited England '" with the consciousness," as a writer has ex-

pressed it, "of great talents for which, so far, he had no scope."

6. While in England Hastings seems to have occupied himself
with intellectual pursuits, his favourite study of Persian litera-

ture engrossing his attention. By and by, financial embarrass-
ments, for he had returned to England comparatively poor, com-
pelled him again to seek employment at the hands of the East
India Company. Appointed by the Directors Member of Coun-
cil at Madras,, in 1769 he once more set out for India. A cir-

cumstance may here be mentioned which affected Hastings' do-
mestic life, and which, though happy, must have had an adverse
influence when his work in India was done, and when in the de-
cline of his years he looked for a peerage as the reward of his

!ong and brilliant services. On the voyage to India he formed
an attachment to a married lady alike dishonourable to him-
.self and to the lady's husband, and only earned the right to

call her wife after the scandalous purchase of a divorce. Re-
siding at Madras for two years, Hastings now removed to Cal-

cutta, on his appointment to the Governorship of Bengal, an
office that ere long expanded into the Governor-Generalship of
India, when Parliament, in 1773, changed the mode of admin-
i>tering the affairs of the country.

7. Here, at last, Hastings had scope for his talents. Unfor-
tunately for his reputation and the gopd name of his country, the
uses his talents were put to were, in the main, those of a sharp
t-tadffr and overseer, doing the bidding of a Company, whose
only concern was, not the good government of India, but the
piling up, in ever-increasing ratio, of its annual dividends. To
the rapacity of this commercial association India owes the hor-
rors and calamities of the period—the outrages perpetrated on
Tier subject tribes ; the humiliation of a brave and spirited peo-
ple ; the money wrung from her nabobs and princes ; and all

that followed in the train of a time of unrestrained plundering
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and license. " Then was seen," as Macaulay remarks, " what
we believe to be the most fri<^htful of all spectacles, the strength

• of civilization without its mercy."

8. In all these doings Hastings, as we have said, was but the

instrument of the Company, whose servant he was, arid whose
unceasing cry was for move and more dividends. After the

withdrawal of Clive from the country matters became worse.

Hastings, on assuming office at Calcutta, found the admin|stra,-

-

tion venal and corrupt. With the instructions of his greedy

masters in his pocket, and ambitious in satisfying their demands
to advance his own prospects, he could hardly be expected him-
self to show the loftiest morality. The temptation was great.

The wealth of the Indies was enough to turn any man's brain.

What marvel, that vast as the field was for plunder, he stooped

to pillage, and even gave the troops out for hire to play the part

of assassins ! But unscrupulous as was Warren Hastings, he

was no mere brigand. His administration reduced chaos to

order ; gave some measure of security to life and property ;

• widened the area of British jurisdiction ; and implanted in the

'n breasts of a restive people the fear of English prowess, and in

' the hearts ofknaves a wholesome dread of the English name.

9. We may here pass over the events which immediately fol-

lowed Hastings' assumption of the Governorship of Bengal. The
events show only too painfully the absence of those constitu-

tional checks which at a later day were wholesomely imposed
upon the Company's rule in India ; the license of official power
in Calcutta in negotiations with the native princes ; and the ruth-

lessness with which it wrung from the treasure-houses of the na-

boljs those increasing revenues annually clamoured for by the

insatiable English masters of the country.

10. Hastings'action in deposing Mnhomm ed Re7a Khan, which v
secured to the Company the sovereignty of Bengal ; his in-

trigues with, and the fate He alterwards dealt out to, the tool

Nuncomar ; his breach of faimin cutting down the allowances—""guaranteed to the ruling princes, and his unscrupuloiisaess in ex-
* acting enormous t ribu te from them ; his outrageous barter with

Sujah Dowlah and the Government of Oude, in respect of the

!;ts of Corah and Allahabad ; and, worst of all, his in-

famous conduct in Regard lo 'the Rohilla war, are charges of

Ticli no one with even the faintest sense of honour and fair-

dealing can acquit Warren Hastings, or break the force of by

any palliating ^circumstance. The horrors of the Rohilla war,

/which Hastings, to his eternal shame, let loose on a brave and

innocent people, no pen can adequately describe. Well may
Macaulay arraign Hastings' biographer for attempting to gloss

over the atrocity, and for absolving Hastings from responsibility

for the butchery by Sujah Dowlah. Here is Macaulay's sting-

ing remark on the consequences of the act :
" More than a

hundred thousand people fled from their homes to pestilential

jungles, preferring famine, and fever, and the haunts of tigers, to

the tyranny of him to whom an English and Christian Govern-

0^ iiiLiirtt

"T^ famous
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meni had, for shameful hicre, sold their substance, and their

blood, and the honour of their wives and ilaughters."

1 1. With an indictment so yrave as this against the Company's
rule in India, a large share in the responsibility for which must
ever attach to Warren Hastings' name, a change in the mode of

i

governing the country, it will be said, came not a day too soon. -

To erect a paramount jurisdiction, to get rid of rivalries and dis- ^

sensions in the civil and military administration of the different

presidencies, was the act of wisdom. l?ut there was need of a
change of men as well as of methods. And yet, until the coun-
try had rest from revolutions, and the sword had done its grim
work of coercion and extermination, there was none more fitted

than Warren Hastings to give peace and security to Indij, and, '•

by his powers of organization and resolute executive, not only to V

satisfy his immediate employers, but to hand down his great

trust, enlarged and enriched, to generations to come after him

—

a grand possession of the British Crown.

12. To the financial results of Hastings' policy we can withold
no word of praise : the sums seem incredible which he was able

to extort from the native princes and transmit to his employers.
Could the money have been obtained honestly for the Company
and honourably for himself, his name would have been saved a
lasting disgrace, and he would have better earned the honour and
gratitude of his country. But no one was more bitterly to

suffer for his misdeeds than Hastings himself. Already there

was talk of impeachment in England ; and envy and hatred were
busy instigating his recall. Even in the scenes of his triumphs
he had trouble. With the new Constitution that had been given?
to the country there came from England new members ta the^
Council. Among these was Sir Philip Francis, the reputed
author of " Junius's Letters," and a man of ability, honour, and
principle. Francis was to be a thorn in Hastings' flesh. The
other newly-arrived Councillors—Mr. Monson and General
Clavering—were also to thwart and humiliate him. Dissensions

i

at the Council Board soon arose, and with dissension came in- j'

trigue. But the Governor was not easily to be baulked : he was
too old and too astute a diplomat for that. Xuncomar, his for-

mer tool and enemy, joined with Hastings' opponents at the
Council to impeach him and work his overthrow. Grave charges,
which for the mo;t part were doubtless true, were brought
against him ; and for a lime the twin swords of defeat and dis-

grace hung by a thread over his head. But Hastings had one
friend (Mr. Barwell) at the Council who was loyal to him, and
he had another in Sir Elijah Impey, the Chief Justice of the Su-
preme Court. The latter's position, by some oversight in ilraft-

ing the Indian Constitution, was quite independent of the
Council, if not superior to it. By a happy thought, Hastings
saw in this his advantage ; and making some corrupt bargain
with the Chief Justice, whom Macaulay depicts in the blackest
colours, and who, certainly, did little credit to the ermine, the
latter agreed to befriend the Governor and was not long in be.
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coming his obsequious tool. With the odds against him at the

Council Board, though ever resolutely endeavouring to hold his

own, he held a winning card in the machinery of the Courts,

and this, with the stunning effect of the fall of a thunderbolt, he
jiromptly invoked. Nuncomar was seized on a charge of felony,

tried by Sir Elijah Impey, found guilty, and hanged. The storm
which this act raised, for the victim was a Brahmin of higli

family and of the purest caste, sensibly imperilled the whole
country. But on the enemies and accusers of Hastings it had a
wholesome effect. The voice of malignity was silenced, and
that of the Governor once more became absolute. Destiny, too,

played into his hands, for two of the Councillors—Monson and
Clavering—who had joined Francis in opposing him, were no
more. Hastings again became master of India.

13. Meantime, the rule of double government in the country- -I

the .sway of the sovereign princes and that of the dominant Com-
pany—M'as working trouble. The ruling Nabobs, taking advan-
tage of the efforts to depose Hastings at the Council Board, en-

deavoured to reassert their independence ; and French intrigue

working on native cunning was at the time eager to incite revolt.

The war in the Carnatic and the loss of Pondicherry had not

been forgotten by the French ; and now they were fomenting dis-

turbance among the Mahrattas. Hyder Ali, formidable even

in his old age, at this juncture again took up the sword. For-

tunately, that old British bull-dog, Sir Eyre Coote, had fight

still left in him ; and under Hastings' directions he promptly met
Hyder, and at Porto Novo retrieved the losses of Sir Hector
Munro and reasserted the prestige of the British arms.

14. These military expeditions necessarily made a drain upon
the Company's treasury, and once more the Governor-General

had to resort to his wits to find money. Alas I the new means >

Hastings used to obtain it were not a whit more moral. By this

time Faction had withdrawn from the Council at Calcutta, for,

as we have said, two of Hastings' opponents at the Board were

dead, and now Sir Philip Francis, after fighting a duel with the

Governor, had returned to England. Hastings, moreover, had

recovered his influence throughout India ; and where he was not y^
loved his power was dreaded. There was one drop only of bit-

terness in his cup—the increasing revulsion of feeling in Eng-
land against his rule in the East, and detestation of the crimes by
which it had been marked. Heedless of this, or deeming his

great services to India on many critical occasions a set-off to his

misdeeds, he continued in his own masterful way_to_rule the ^

country and collect the ever-needed tribute. WifntheT^Tahrat-

tas, for the time being, he had bought peace ; but though the

Company's coffers at Calcutta were empty, he did not deem it

discreet to look in their direction to have them refilled. Act-

ing for his masters, avarice, however, quickly set its eye on

Benares, and from Cheyte Sing, the Rajah, Hastings thought he

could wring the needed treasure. How he nearly failed in his

expectations, and jeopardized himself and the troops, we need
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not here go- into ; nor need \\c linger over the scandalous story of

liis dealings witli the Nahoh and Princesses of Oude, from wiiom
he foully extorted twelve hundred thousand pounds and added
another item to tlie formidable list of his crimes. In this last

iniquity Hastings had the assistance of that disgrace to the Bench,
Sir Elijah Impey, whose conduct had roused in England the cry

of indignant justice, and now insisted upon his recall.

15. The period of Hastings' sway in India was soon, howe%er,
to come to a close. But before this occurred, throughout the-

British possessions in the Ea"!TTTiere was^ielice' Tlie time for his

withdrawal from the country was well-chosen, if he looked for a

friendly reception in I'ngland, and buoyed himself with the hope
that, great as his services had been, his crimes would be over-

looked. Reviewing his triumphant career, there can be no
doubt that he was an un rivalled rujer. His policy was as re-

markable as it was vigorous anil successful. Unscrupulous as it

often was, its immorality was even by his enemies, in no little

degree, condoneil by its success. His iniquitous exactions and
the mercenary character of his rule were only thought of when
the strength and fertility of his mind and his talents for com-
mand and organization were for the moment forgotten. Tried
by the elevated standard which the captain-heroes of modern In-

dia have set up, his triumphs pale and his fame crumbles ni the

hand. Rut the India of a hundred years ago was different from
the India of to-day, and criticism must be clement as well as just.

16. The year 1785 saw Hastings take leave of India. His re-

ception in England, though for the moment personally gratify-

ing, was the signal for persecution to begin its work. To much
of the ingenuities of rancour, as well as to the manoeuvring of
party in England, he had been a stranger ; and when Burke
brought forward his motion of impeachment Hastings seems to

have lost his skill in diplomacy, and blundered in entrusting his

defence to a foolish advocate. Yet he had many friends

who warmly espoused his cause, and even enemies who were
more disposed to reward than persecute. His case, indeed, was
far from hopeless. The people were with him ; his old em-
ployers were zealous in his interest ; the King was on his side

;

and even the Ministry were in the main friendly. But the Op-
position were implacable ; and a resolution of censure was car-

rie<l in the House. Until this was withdrawn, or a formal trial

and acquittal took place, the honours Hastings looked for from
his country could not fitly be awarded, and he retired into pri-

vate life. Then began those weary years of suspense, vexation,
and obloquy which must have chafed the haughty spirit of the
late Master of all India. His trials were meantime happily
tempered by the solace of literary studies in-hisnew won home—

•

the ancestral manor of Daylesford.

17. But we now near the end. F"or eight long years his case
was to drag out its weary and sullen length in the House. Hast-
ings was neither found guilty nor acquitted. The enmity of
his old foe, Sir Philip Francis, had not slept ; and the flame
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of Burke'ij indignation still burnt fierce. On Hastings' return

from India Burke had formulated the following charges, and in

his place in the House accused his victim of high crimes and
misdemeanors :

1st. With extortion, followed by expulsion, in respect to the

Rajah of Benares.

2nd. With cruelty to the Royal family of Oude.

3rd. With conniving at extravagant contracts ; and

4th. With receiving undue presents.

18. Hastings' answer was that the grounds of crimination were
aspersive, ill-founded, and malicious. But as each session passed

other and more heinous charges were brought forward, and al-

most every act of the Governor-General was probed and de-

nounced. The press, too, threw at him its lampoons, and even
his wife, the once Queen of the East, became the object of sat-

irical attack. In the Commons, ]japers dealing with periods of

his administration were successively asked for, and every action

was canvassed that could reflect upon the actor.

19. At length, wearied by delay, Hastings' friends in the House
taunted the Opposition with cowardice in delaying the prosecu-

tion, and the incriminated himself asked "if his whole life was
to be consumed in the impeachment." This had the desired

effect : the prosecution now seriously began. Previously, Burke
had launched his grand philippic on the Rohilla war ; Sheridan

had delivered his famous speech on the Spoliation of the

Begums ; and Fox was to deal with the case of Cheyte Sing.

The excitement was about to culminate. In 1787, Parliament,

under the influence of Sheridan's eloquence, in his great speech

on the Oude charge, agreed to twenty articles of impeachment,
and directed Burke to go before the House of Lords and im-

peach the late Governor. The sergeant-at-ai ms was also directed

to arrest W^arren Hastings and bring him to the Bar of the

Peers. The session, however, was within a (ew days of its close :

the Governor was admitted to bail, and the trial postponed till

the following year.

20. On the 13th of February, 1788, that august scene which

Macaulay has so graphically described, the opening of the Court

for the trial of Warren Hastings, in the great hall of William

Rufus, comes now into view. The brilliant Whig historian has

made the incidents of the trial for ever memorable. The scene

lives, and is ever being enacted in the page of history. All that

was illustrious at the period in England's proud annals gathered

to make up the gay pageant. '

' Neither military nor civil pomp,

"

we are told, " was wanting." Accused and accusers, judges and
advocates. Lords and Commons, great officers of State, Minis-

ters, Representatives, and Plenipotentaries, grand dames, and

members of the Royal family—all were present eager to see so

rare a spectacle, and with strained attention to note each inci-

dent of the historic scene. But after the formal preliminaries

had passed, and with them the rhetorical efforts of the three re-
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iiowned managers for the prosecution, interest in the iiroceed-

ings subsided, and adjournment followed adjournment until the

great trial was in danger of becoming an historic farce. Years
went on, and the Parliament that had ordered Hastings to be
tried was itself ilissolved. For a time, it was thought, all pro-

ceedings would be dropped. At length, in tiie s]iring of lygSr

the incriminated Governor was called to the Bar of the Lords to

hear the decision of the Court. This, it was thought, must be

favourable ; for, in the eight years the charges had been hanging
over the accused, resentment had surely by this lime turned to

sympathy. Mutation, at any rate, had the while been at work.
The strifes of parly had separated a few who had originally met
to take part in the trial, and death had separated more. Says
Macaulay, quoting Hastings' own remark :

" the arraignment
had taken place before one generation, and the judgment was
pronounced by another." That judgment was acquittal '.

21. The rest of the story is briefly told. Hastings had scored

another victory ; l)Ut it was a barren one. He had relief from
the wearying and galling effects of a protracted prosecution ; but

he had little else. He received no mark, which he coveted, of

royal favour or of his country's approval. While Pitt remained
Minister there was no chance of thai. Meantinte the trial had
ruined him. The legal and other expenses of the impeachment
exceeded seventy thousand pounds ; and he spent forty thousand
on his Daylesford estate. Fortunately, the generosity of the

Directors of the East India Company, who assumed the costs of

the trial, and gave him a hand.some allowance for life, relieved

hin^ from monetary anxiety, and enabled him to spend his de-

clining years in modest ease.

22. In the three-and-twenty years of his retirement, after his

acquittal by the House of Lords, Hastings figures little in the
world. Once, we are told^ he had occasion to be present in the

House of Commons, and that body, fain to do honour to the

saviour of India, paid him the marks of respect that was in its

power. Again, when the Allied Sovereigns visited London after

Waterloo, Hastings received some marks of favour from royally,

and was sworn a member of the King's Privy Council. IJut now,
at his advanced age, and after a generation of neglect and con-
tumely, the honour that could come to him was of little moment.
Whatever he was able to extract of the sweets of life must have
been in the heyday of his power and influence in India. What '

he had done for Britain's Empire in the East never received '•.

public recognition in England ; nor did his country do him the )
justice to discriminate very closely between his merits and his

faults. This was left to a jusler assize. Hardly in history is

there another instance of a man who, deserving well of his coun-
try, made it impossible for his country to acknowledge his de-

serts. In August, 1818, there died and was buried at Dayles-
ford, the Right Honourable, W.\rren Hastings.



ON ENGLISH COMPOSITION.

For some years 6ur educational systems have happily been
shaped in accordance with the conviction that our mother tongue
ought to have the first claim upon the teacher in the training

of youth. Unfortunately, in the teaching of the mother tongue,
educational effort has in a great measure been dissipated in gram-
matical analysis and other purely mechanical details, while the
step beyond, facility in the writing of good English, has been
little taught or acquired. Years have been spent by the pupil
in putting up the scaffolding, but the building itself has rarely

been got under way. We are far, of course, from implying that

any fair measure of success in the writing of English can,' as a
rule, be attained without much drill in syntax. Yet it is well

known that many journalists and literary men acquire even great

skill in this art who are destitute of any technical knowledge of

the language. In their case a correct ear, familiarity with good
literary mod^s, and contact with people who habitually speak
good English, supply the place of text-books and even of unim-
peachable school drill in grammar. It may be said, indeed, that

it has been their good fortune to be spared the dulling effects of

much grammatical study ; and that relief from this has given

them the ready power of writing clearly iheir own thoughts and
of quickly apprehending the thoughts of others. However this

may be, there can be no question that the ability to write clear

and correct English is in these days the educational need of our
youth, with such a knowledge of the language as will discipline

the mind rather than burden the memory. With the writing of

good English will come the power of appreciating its noble litera-

ture, and of stimulating faculties that too often lie dormant or

run to waste.

How the writing of English can best be acquired is a question

not easily answered. Text-books and intelligent training will

do something ; but practice and the study of good models, will,

admittedly, do more. The first step is to train the pupil to

think. If at first, which is likely to be the case, the pupil can-

not use his reflective powers so as to provide himself with ma-
terial for a theme in Composition, he may with advantage be
referred to some pregnant passage occurring in the works of a

good writer. He should be asked, to gather the substance

of the writer's argument in the passage, and to translate it into

his own words. The paraphrase he may then commit to paper.

Varied practice of this sort, with the corrections and counsel

of a good teacher, will do more to impart facility in writing

than any number of rules, or a lengthy course of grammatical

exposition, however good. In English Composition, as in other

branches of education, much more may be attained by oral than
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by text-book leacliing. There are a few hints, however, that

may be userul to the pupil, which we here venture to set forth,

with the remark that, in this as in other studies, little can be

done without the [lupil's exercise of his own mental powers, or

without taste in the selection and assiduity, as we have said, in

the reading of good literary models.

Before beginning a practical course of English Composition,
tlie teacher will do well to impress upon the pupil's mind the

following requisites to success in the writing of English, mastery
of which, in his exercises and practice, the learner should en-

deavour to gain : (i) Familiarity with the subject to be written

about
; (2) Some notion of method in the arrangement of topics,

and natural sequence of ideas in treating of them ; (3) A fair

English vocabulary (the simpler the better) ; (4) An accurate

knowledge of the meanings of words and phrases
; (5) Some de-

gree of taste and sense of propriety in the language used ; (6)

Such an acquaintance with the rules of grammar as will keep one
from violating syntax ; and (7)

" A ready perception of the

beauties of language and of those things that tend to make it

most effective for its purpose."

With these general ideas impressed upon the mind of the pupil,

and with preliminary practice in sentence-building, including ex-

ercises in variations of its structure, phraseology, and sequence,

he may go on to the composition of the paragraph, and to the

analysis of its properties— unity, consecutiveness, and variety.

From these he may proceed to exercises on theme-writing, and to

lessons on the qualities of style, particularly in its essentials of

perspicuity and strength. In the exercises on the analysis of
style, the utmost care should be taken to make criticism on the

mere mechanism of the language sul^ordinate to the all-important

consideration of the thought and aim of the writer, which form
the essence of every literary work. While a student of litera-

ture, it should not be forgotten that the pupil is also a student

of the world ; that he is being prepared to enter upon a life of

thought and action for himself ; and that the pedantiy which
makes so much of school work in the grammatical construction

of the language is a poor substitute, as a means of training, for

those impressive lessons, both of principle and sentiment, which
happily abound in English literature, and are its most distin-

guished characteristic. Nor should it be forgotten that over-

attention to the minutise of criticism prevents the pupil from
forming just or adequate conceptions of an author's work, and,
in the case of a masterpiece of literature, limits his vision of its

large and general aspects.

In proceeding to theme-writing, the teacher's care, after he
has seen to the grammatical purity of the pupil's compositions,

should be chiefly directed to the supervision of their rhetorical

qualities. A heavy hand will here be needed, as the tendency
of imaginative youth is to run riot among the flowers of the lan-

guage. The first requisites he should exact are Simplicity and
Clearness ; after that may come Strergih. Perhaps no bttter
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rules can be given, as directions to the pupil in attaining these

vequisites, than the old and simple ones of Lindley Murray,
which we fear are, in these modern days, not so familiar as they
ought to be, and hence may here be quoted :

1. "Avoid," says Lindley Murray, ''all such words and phrases as are
nol adapted to the ideas you mean to communicate, or which are less sig-

nificant than others, of those ideas.

2. During the course of the sentence the scene should be changed as little

as possible, i. e. [do not let the mind be hurried by sudden transitions /rom
person to person, or from subject to subject.]

3. Never crowd into one sentence things which have so little connection
that they could bear to be divided into two or three sentences : and keep
clear of all unnecessary parentheses.

4. For promotins; the strength of a sentence, prune it of all redundant
words and members : much force is added to a sentence by brevity.

5 Attend particularly to the use of copulatives, relatives, and all the par-
ticles employed for transition and connection.

6. Dispose of the capital word, or words, so that they may make the
greatest impression ; and, when the subject admits of it, attend to the climax
of a sentence.

7. A weaker assertion or proposition should never come after a stronger
;

when a sent:ince consists of two members, the longer should generally be
the concluding one.

8. Avoid concluding a sentence with an adverb, a preposition, or any
inconsiderable word ; and be careful not to misplace an adverb.

[There is no word in the English language, says a modern authority in

grammar, which is so frequently misplaced as only. Hence, it is important
to lay down the rule with regard to it :

" Only limits th£ word or words im-
mediately following it : Alone, limits the word or words immediately preced-
ing it.]

9. In the members of a sentence, where two things are compared or con-
trasted with one another, whether either a resemblance or an opposition is

intended to be expressed, some resemblance in the language and construc-
tion should be preserved. When the things themselves correspond to each
other-, we naturally expect to find a similar correspondence in the words.

10. Attend to the harmony and easy flow of the words and members.

Ti. The same word should not be repeated too often in the same sen-
tence or paragraph, though the sense should not be sacrificed to avoid
repetition.

12. Long and short sentences should be agreeably interspersed in a para-
graph : the ear tires of a number of sentences of similar construction follow-

ing each other with monotonous regularity."

In setting themes for composition the teacher will do well at

first to avoid subjects that make unusual demands upon the

pupil's powers of reflection, unless they are familiar to him. Nar-
rative composition, on some incident or story ; on some familiar

object or feature of local interest ; or on some character in, or

event of, history ; will be found much more suitable. At first

a skeleton, or s;heme of arrangement in the topics, should be
supplied, such as the following :

In Biography : i, Place and circumstances of birth : 2, V'outh and educa-
tion ; 3. Occupation of life, and circumstances determining that occupation ;

4, Progress in life-work
; 5, Death and attendant circumstances : and 6, Re-

flections on th; character, ani lesson> drawn from the life, passed under re-

view.

fn History : 1, The event itself; 2, Cause or occasion of it ; 3, The tiiile

and place ; 4, Th; mimer of its happening and attendant circumstances : and
5, The result : what it produced or effected.
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In the essay on Warren Hastins^s, in the following images,

abundant material will he found for composition themes, in both

historical and biographical narration. A list of the more prom-

inent of these themes the editor has appended to the present

paper. As an exercise to the pupil, and that it may tend to

familiarise him with the work he may he called upon to do, in

writing compositions on the essay, the following model of a para-

graph, enlargeil from an outline of the life of Lord Clive, is

herewith added. The model is taken from Dalgleish's "English

Composition" (Edinburgh : Oliver & Boyd), a work that may be

commended to the teacher. The space taken up with the ex-

ample is more readily given, as the incidents of the sketch .will

be of interest to the student who proceeds to the study of the es-

say on Warren Hastings. The editor's introductory sketch on
" Warren Hastings' Life and Work" may be said to bear the

same relation to Macaulay's essay that Mr. Dalgleish's outline

bears to his extended paragraph. With that idea in the writer's

mind the sketch appears in the preceding pages.

F:XAMPLE.—Lord Clu-.b.

1. Outline.

1. Description : The founder of the British Empire in India.

2. N^arrative : Born at Styche (Shropshire), 1725—idle and mischievous at

school—goes to Madras—clerk in the E. I. Company— disgusted
with the monotony of office life—welcoroes the call to military ser-

vice—English influence in India very low—great success of Clive's

exploits—Arcot. 1751— Plassy, 1757—great reputation—returns to

England, 1763—made an Irish peer—affairs go wrong in his absence

—

sent out to put them right, r764— restores perfect order in eighteen

months— returns to England. 1767— his conduct and administration

assailed, 1773—acquitted—commits suicide, 1774.

3. Character: Great warrior and able statesman—resolute and uncom-
promising—often unscrupulous—always successful—the effects c(?his

labours

2. Varagroi^h.

" Robert, Lord Clive. Baron of Plassy, the founder of the British Empire
in India, was born at Styche, in Shropshire, in 1725. At school, he showed
greater aptitude for mischief and acts of recklessness than for learning ;

and it was a relief to his parents to get him safely shipped off to India in

1744. He entered the civil service of the Company at Madras, at a time

when its prosperity had sunk to a very low ebb ; and the monotony of his

sedentary life so depressed him, that heoftener than once attempted to com-
mit suicide. When French encroachment and intrigue rendered it neces-

sary to take measures to save English influence from total extinction, Clive

gladly welcomed the call to active service. His change of profession

marks an epoch in the history of India. From the day when he assifbied

the sword, English interests began sensibly to revive. His first great ex-

ploit was the capture and defence of Arcot, with only 500 men, 300 of whom
were natives. His crowning triumph was the victory of Plassy, which
laid Bengal at the feet of the English. His own reputation was now firmly

established, and his name became everywhere a tower of strength. On his

return to Englarid in 1760, he received the thanks of the Company, and an
Irish peerage from Government. But affairs went wrong in his absence, and
in 1764, the Company sent him out again to set them right. This, by his

vigorous measures, he very soon succeeded in doing. In the course of
' eighteen months, perfect order was restored : and on his final return to Eng-
land in 1767, he was received with the distinction which his great services

deserved. But his reforms had given offence to many of those who had
profited by the former laxity of affairs ; and it is to be regretted that many
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of his acts were of so questionable a character as lo give his enemies a han-

dle against him. In 1773, his admmistration was made thesubject of a Par-

liamentary inquiry. 1 he decision was in his favour ; but he was dissatisfied

with the terms of the acquittal ; and the mere fact of his having been put

upon his trial affected him so deeply, that he sought relief in suicide, No-

vember 22d, 1774. Clive was one cf the greatest warrior-statesmen of whom
England can boast. Bold, resolute, and rapid as a soldier, he was equally

calm, judicious, and comprehensive as an administrator. It cannot be de-

nied that he was often unscrupulous in opposing cunning with cunnmg ; but

he was not cruel : he was not selfish ; and his faults have been condoned by

the success of his career, and by the splendid services he rendered to his

eoimtry."

THEMES FOR COMPOSITION

CHIEFLY BASED UPON MACAULAY's ESSAY.

1. Macaiilay's life and career; the chief subjects ami char-

acteristics of his writings'.

2. The origin of the East India Company ; how it came to

rule in India ; the character of that rule ; and the transfer of its

interests, why and when, to the Crown.

3. Hastings' ancestry ; date and place of birth : school days

and school companions.

4. First voyage to India, and entry on the E. I. Co's. ser-

vice,; occasion of his volunteering for military duty, and subse*

qu<*nt diplomatic employment,

5. Lord Clive's administration in India
; fwith some facts re-

garding his life and military career.

6. The Massacre in the "Black Hole," Calcutta.

7. The Battle of Plassey, and its incidents.

8. Macaulay's description of the Bengalee character, as typi-

fied in Nuncomar.

9. The Rohilla War, and Hastings' shamefid bargain with

Sujah Dowlah.

40. " The Letters of Junius," and tlie evidence in support of

Macaulay's assumption that Sir Philip Francis was the author,

11. Nuncomar's conspiracy against Hastings, and the result.

12. Sir Elijah Impey's share in Hastings' act of reprisal, n
Nuncomar, and Macaulay's estimate of the Chief Justice.

13. Macaulay's defence of Hastings in the Nuncomar mat-

ter ; reasons.

14. Contentions at the Council Board in Calcutta ; reasons j'

sides taken by the members of Council ; and ultimate triumph

of the Governor-General.
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15. Account of the misunderstanding in regard lo Hastings'

resignation of the Governorship ; the E. I. Co. Directors' action

thereon ; and Hastings' retention of office.

16. Tiie tsvo systems of Double G.iver.imint in India,—the

o.ie established by Clive an J aboHshed by Hastings, and the

o'.h.T which arose out of the growing power of the indepen-

dent princes and the decline of Mogul rule at Delhi.'

17. The "Regulating Act " of 1773; the conflict which it

occasioned between judicial and political rule in Bengal ; and
Sir Elijah Inipey's reign of terror.

18 Struggle with Hyder Ali ; Sir Eyre Coofe, and the vic-

tory at Porto Novo.

19. The Cheyte Sing artair ; incidents in Hastings' visit to

Benares ; the fate of the Rajah's territory.

20. Hastings' transactions with Oude ;
persecution and plun-

der of the Begums.

21. Sir Elijah Impev's share in the Oude spoliation ; his re-

call and fate.

22.. Macaulay's review of Hastings' work in India, and esti-

mate of his character and attainments.

23. Macaulay's tribute to Burke ; the compliment he pays

hira on his acquired knowledge of India ; reasons assigned for

his hostility to Hastings.

24. The impeachment of Hastings ;
grounds for it ; who

were engaged in the prosecution.

25. Fox's speech on the Cheyte Sing charge ; Pitt's curious

vote in the House on Fox's motion ; and Macaulay's criticism

upon the Minister's action.

26. Sheridan's oration on the Spoliation of the Begums, and

its effect on the House

27. The trial and its proceedings ; delays ; result. "

a. Macaulay's description of the scene in Westminster

Hall.

^. Burke's opening speech for the prosecution.

I. Incidents connected with the gathering to hear the

verdict of the Peers ; time's changes ;
public

sympathy for the accused.

28. Hastings' closing years in England ; expenses of the trial ,

the Company's generosity ; regains his ancestral estates.
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1600
1623
1640
1658
1698
7-"9

1725
1732

1740
1742

1746
'747
1749
1750
1751
1752
1756

1757

1758

1759
1763

1761

1763
1764
1767

1769

1772

1773

•774

1775
1776
1777
1778

Event.

East India Company granted its first charter.

Massacre of English by the Dutch at Amboyna.
Madras founded ; Calcutta, 1645 ; Bombay, 1665.

Mogul Emperor Aurungzebe began to reign. (Died, 1707.)

English acquire Calcutta by purchase.

Amalgamation of rival East India Companies.
Robert Clive born. (Committed suicide, 1774.)

Warren Hastings born. (Died 1818, age 86.)

Edmund Burke born. (Died 1797)
Sir Philip Francis ("Junius " ?) born. (Died, 1818.)

Hastings at Westminster School.

Duplei.x made Governor of French India.

Madras surrenders to French. (Restored 1748.)

Clive enters E. I. Co.'s service as ensign.

Charles James Fox born. (Died, 1806,)

Hastings arrives in India. Clerk in Bengal.

Clive victorious at Arcot.
Hastings sent to trade at Cossimbazar.

^
Massacre of English in Black Hole at Calcutta.

H. prisoner and secret agent of E. I. C. at Moorshedabad.
Battle of Plassey gained by Clive.

I

Clive takes Chinsurah from Dutch. Governor of Bengal.
I William Pitt (son of Earl of Chatham) born. (Died, 1806.)

Clive raised to peerage as Baron Plassey.

Sir Eyre Coote defeats French at Wandewash.
George III. King of England. (Died, 1820.)

' Hastings made member of Council at Calcutta.

Sir h yre Coote takes Pondicherry from the French.
Revolt of Meer Cossim Massacre at Patna.

Hastings returns to England. Battle of Bu.xar.

Clive's rule in India terminates.

(to 1772) Dual system of administration in Bengal.

Letters of Junius commenced ; ended 1772.

37 Hastings returns to India as member of Council at Madras.
40 " made Governor of Bengal.

" removes Mahommed Reza Khan.
" sells Corah and Allahabad to Oude.

The Regulating Act passed by British Parliament.

Sir P. Francis made a member of the Supreme Council at

Bengal, and Sir Elijah Impey appointed Chief Justice.

Supreme Court of Judicature established at Calcutta.

Hastings made Governor-General of India.

English troops lent to conduct Rohilla war.

43 Hastings accused in Council of taking bribes.

Nuncomar condemned by Sir E. Impey and executed.
Hastings quarrels with the Council and the Directors.

46 " marries Baroness Imhofif.

Pondicherry captured by Sir Hector Munro.
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WARREN HASTINGS.*

We are inclined to tliink that we shall best meet the wishes -y

of our readers if, instead of minutely examining thi.s_book, we

attempt to give, in a way necessarily hasty and imjjerfect, our

own view of the life and character of Mr. Hastings. Our

feeling towards him is not exactly that of the House of Com.

mons which impeached him in 1787 ; neither is it that of the

House of Commons which uncovered and stood up to receive

him in 1813. He had great qualities, and he rendered great

services to the State. But to represent him as a man of

stainless virtue is to make him ridiculous ; and from regard 10

for his memor}', if from no other feeling, his friends would

have done well to lend no countenance to siich adulation. We
believe that, if he were now living, he would have sufficient

judgment and sufficient greatness of mind to wish to be shown

as he was. He must have known that there were dark spots

on his fame. He might also have felt with pride that the

splendour of his fame would bear many spots. He would

have wished posterity to have a likeness of him, though an

unfavourable likeness, rather than a daub at once insipid and

unnatural, resembling neither him nor anybody else. "Paint 20

me as I am," said Oliver Cromwell, while sitting to young

Lely. "If you leave out the scars and wrinkles, I will not

pay you a shilling." Even in such a trifle, the great Protec-

tor shoM-ed both his good sense and his magnanimity. He
did not wish all that was characteristic in his countenance to

be lost, in the vain attempt to give him the regula* features

and smooth blooming cheeks of the cui-1-pated minions of

•James the First. He was content that his face should go

forth marked with all the blemishes which had been put on

it bj' time, by war, by sleepless nights, by anxiety, perhaps .^0

by remorse ; but with valour, policy, authority, and public

care written in all its princely lines. If men truly great

r'

Memoirs of the Life of Warren Hastings, first Governor-General of

Bensal. Comiiiled from Original Papers, by the Rev. G. R Gleig, M. A.

3 vols., 8vo. London: 1841.

3
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knew tlieiv own interest, it is thus that they would wish their

minds to be portrayed,

Warren Hastings sprang from an ancient and illustrious

race. It has been affirmed that his pedigree can be traced

back to the great Danish sea-king, whose sails wei'e long the

terror of both coasts of the British Channel, and who, after

many lierce and doubtful struggles, yielded at last to the

valour and genius of Alfred. But the undoubted splendour

of the line of Hastings needs no illustration from fable. One

10 branch of that line wore, (Jn the fourteenth centuiy, the

coronet of Pembroke. From another branch sjjrang the

renowned Chamberlain, the faithful adherent of the White

Rose, whose fate has furnished so striking a theme both to

poets and to historians. His family received from the Tudors

the earldom of Huntingdon, which, after long dispossession,

was regained in our time by a series of events scarcely paral-

leled in romance.

The lords of the manor of Daylesford, in Worcestershire,

claimed to be considered as the heads of this distinguished

20 family. The main stock, indeed, prospered less than some of

the younger shoots. But the Daylesford family, though not

ennobled, was wealthy and highly considered, till, about two

hundred years ago, it was overwhelmed by the great ruin of

the civil war. The Hastings of that time was a zealous

cavalier. He raised money on his lands, sent his plate to the

mint at Oxford, joined the royal army, and, after spending

half his property in the cause of King Charles, was glad to

ransom himself by making over most of the renrarining half

to Speaker Lenthal. The old seat at Daylesford still

30 remained in the family ; but it could no longer be kept up,

and in the following generation it was sold to a merchant of

London.

y Before this transfer took place, the last Hastings of Dayles-

ford had presented his second son to the rectory of the parish

in which the ancient residence of the family stood. The

living was of little value ; and the situation of the poor

clergyman, after the sale of the estate, was dejjlorable. He

was constantly engaged in lawsuits about his tithes with the

new lord of the manor, and was at length utterly ruined.

40 His eldest son, Howard, a well-conducted young man,

obtained a place in the Customs. The second son, Pynaston,

an idle, M'orthless boy, married before he was sixteen, lost his
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wife in two years, ami died in the West Indies, leaving to the

care of his unfortunate father a little orphan, destined to

strange and memorable vicissitudes of fortune.

Warren, the son of Pynaston, was born on the sixth of

December, 1732. His mother died a few days later, and he

was left dependent on his distressed grandfather. The child

was earlj- sent to the \ illage school, where he learned his let-

ters on the same bench with the sons of the peasantry ; nor

did anything in his garb or fare indicate that his life was to

take a widely different course fi'ftn that of the young rustics 10

with whom he studied and played. But no cloud could over-

cast the dawn of so much genius and so much ambition. The

very ploughmen observed, and long remembered, how kindly

little Warren took to his book. The daily sight of the lands

which his ancestoi-s had possessed, and which had passed into

the hands of strangers, tilled his young brain with wild

fancies and projects. He loved to hear stories of the wealth

and greatness of his progenitors, of their splendid house-

keeping, their loyalty, and their valour. On one bright sum-

mer day, the boj', then just seven years old. lay on the bank 20

of the rivulet which flows through the old domain of his

house to join the Isis^ There, as threescore and ten yea*s

later he told the tale, rose in his mind a scheme which,

through all the turns of his eventful career, was never aban-

doned. He would recover the estate which had belonged to

his fathers. He would be Hastings of Daylesford. This

purpose, formed in infancj' and poverty, grew stronger as his

intellect expanded and as bis fortune rose. He pursued his

plan Muth that calm but indomitable force of will which was

the most striking peculiarity of his character. When, under 30

a tropical sun, he ruled fifty millions of Asiatics, his hopes,

amidst all the cares of war, finance, and legislation, still

pointed to Daj'lesford. And when his long public life, so

singularly chequered with good and evil, with glory and

obloquy, had at length closed for e\er, it was to Daylesford

that he retired to die.

When he was eiglii_years old his uncle Howard determined

to take charge of him, and to give him a liberal education.

The boy went up to London, and was sent to a school at

Newington, where he was well taught but ill fed. He always 40

attributed the smallness of his stature to the hard and scanty

fare of this seminary. At ten he was removed to Westmin-



4 . WARREN HASTINGS.

ster School, then flourishing under the care of Dr. Xicliols.

Vinny Bourne, as his pupils aifectionately called him, was

one oT^e masters. Churchill, Colman, Lloyd, Cumberland,

Cowper, were among the students. With Cowper, Hastings

formed a friendship which neither the lapse of time nor a

wide dissimilarity of opinions and pursuits could wholly dis-

solve. It does not appear that they ever met after they had

grown to manhood . But forty years later, when the voices

of many great orators were crying for vengeance on the

10 oppressor of India, the shy and secluded poet could image

to himself Hastings the Governor-General only as the Hast-

ings with whom he had rowed on the Thames and played in

the cloister, and refused to believe that so good-tempered a

fellow coiild have done anything very wrong. His own life

had been spent in praying, musing, and rhyming among the \ \

water-lilies of the Ouse. He had preserved in no common
measure the innocence of. childhood. His spirit had indeed -y^

been severely tried, but not by tempta,tions which impelled

him to any gross violation of the rules of social morality.

20 He had never been attacked by combinations of powerful and

deadly enemies. He had never been compelled to make a

cljoice between innocence and greatness, between crime and

ruin. Firmly as he held in theory the doctrine of human

depravity, his habits were such that he was unable to con-

ceive how far from the path of right even kind and noble

natures may be hurried by the rage of conflict and_ the lust of

dominion.

Hastings had another associate at Westminster of whom
we shall have occasion to make frequent mention, I^lijah

30 ImpeJ^ AVe know little about their school days. But, we

think, we may safely venture to guess that Avhenever Hast-

ings wished to play any trick more than usually naughty, he

hired Impey with a tart or a ball to act as fag in the worst

part of the prank.

Warren was distinguished among his comrades as an excel-

lent swimmer, boatman, and scholar. At fourteen lie was

flrst in the examination for the foundation. His name in

gilded letters on the walls of the dormitory still attests his

victory over manj^ older competitors. He stayed two years

4(» longer at the school, and was looking forward to a student-

ship at Christ Church, when an event happened which

changed the whole coui-se of his life. Howard Hastings died.
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tequeatliing his nephew to the care of a friend and distant

relation, named Chiswick. This gentleman, though he did

not ahsolutely refuse the charge, was desirous to rid himself

of it as soon as possible. Dr. Nichols made strong remon-

strances against the cruelty of interruptmg the studies of a

youth who seemed likely to be one of the lirst scholars of the

age. He even offered to bear the expense of sending his

favourite pupil to Oxford. But Mr. Chiswick was inflexible.

He thought the years which had already been wasted on

hexameters and pentameters quite sufficient. He had it in 10

his power to obtain for the lad a writership in the service of

the East India Company. Whether the young adventurer,

when once shipjjed off, made a fortune or died of a liver com-

plaint, he equally ceased to V)e a burden to anybody. Warren

was accordingly removed from Westminster School, and placed

for a few months at a commercial academy, to study arith-

metic and bookkeeping. In January, 1750, a few days after

he had completed his seventeenth year, he sailed for Bengal,

and arrived at his destination in the October following.

He was immediately placed at a desk in the Secretary's 20

oiiice at Calcutta, and laboured thei'e during two years. Fort

William was then purely a commercial settlement. In the

south of India the encroaching policy of Dupleix had trans-

formed the servants of the English Companj-, against their

will, into diplomatists and generals. The war of the succes-

sion was raging in the Carnatic ; and the tide had been sud-

denly turned against the French by the genius of young

Bobert Clive. But in Bengal the European settlers, at peace

with the natives and with each other, were wholly occupied

with ledgers and bills of lading. 30

After two years passed in keeping accounts at Calcutta,

Hastings was sent up the country to Cossimbazar, a town

which lies on the Hoogley, about a mile from Moorshedabad,

and which then bore to Moorshedabad a relation, if we may
compare small things with great, such as the citj' of London

bears to Westminster. Moorshedabad was the abode of the.

prince who, by an authority ostensibly derived from the

Mogul, but reallj- independent, ruled the three gi-eat

provinces of Bengal, Orissa, and Bahar. At Moorshedabad

were the court, the harem, and the public offices. Cossim- 40

bazar was a port and a place of trade, renowned for the

quantity and excellence of the silks which were sold in its
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marts, and constantly receiving and sending forth fleets of

richly-laden barges. At this important point the Company
had established a small factory subordinate to that of Fort

William. Here, during several years, Hastings was employed

in making bargains for stuffs with native brokers. While he

was thus engaged, Surajah Dowlah succeeded to the govern-

ment, and declared war against the English. The defenceless

settlement of Cossimbazar, lying close to the tyrant's capital,

was instantly seized. Hastings was sent a prisoner to Moor-

10 shedabad, but in consequence of the humane intervention of

the servants of the Dutch Company, was treated with indul-

gence. Meanwhile the Nabob marched on Calcutta ; the

governor and the commandant fled ; the town and citadel

were taken, and most of the English prisoners perished in the

Black Hole.

In these events originated the greatness of Warren Hast-

ings. The fugitive governor and his companions had taken

refuge on the dreary islet of Fulda, near the mouth of the

Hoogley. They were naturally desirous to obtain full infor-

20 mation respecting the proceedings of the Nabob, and no per-

son seemed so likely to furnish it as Hastings, who was a.

prisoner at large in the immediate neighbourhood of the

court. He thus became a diplomatic agent, and soon estab-

lished a high character for ability and resolution. The treason

which at a later period was fatal to Surajah Dowlah was
already in progress, and Hastings was admitted to the delib-

erations of the conspirators. But the time for striking had
not arrived. It was necessary to postpone the execution of

the design ; and Hastings, who was now in extreme peril, fled

30 to Fulda.

Soon after his arrival at Fukla, the expedition from Mad-
ras, commanded by Clive, appeared in the Hoogley. Warren,

young, intrepid, and excited probably by the examijle of the

Commauder of the Forces, who, having like himself been a

mercantile agent of the Company, had been turned by public

calamities into a soldier, determined to serve in the ranks.

During the early operations of the war he carried a musket.

But the quick eye of Clive soon perceived that the head of

the young volunteer would be more useful than his arm.

40 When, after the battle of Plassey, Meer Jaffier was pro-

claimed Nabob of Bengal, Hastings was appointed to reside

at the court of the new prince as agent for the Company.
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He remaineil at Moorshedabad till the year 1701, when he

became a Member of Council, and was consequently forced

to reside at Calcutta. This was during the interval between

Clive's tirst and second administration, an interval which has

left on the fame of the Kast India Company a stain, not

wholly effaced by many years of just and humane govern-

ment. Mr. Vansittart, the (ioveruor, was at the head of a

new and anomalous empire. <,>n one side was a band of

English functionaries, daring, intelligent, eager to be rich.

On the other side was a great native population, helpless, 10

timid, accustomed to crouch under oppression. To keep the

stronger race from preying on the weaker, was an undertaking

which taxed to the utmost the talents and energy of Clive.

\'ansittart, ^^ith fair intentions, was a feeble and inefficient

ruler. The master caste, as was natural, broke loose from all

restraint ; and then was seen what we believe to be the most

frightful of all spectacles, the strength of civilization without

its mercy. To all other despotism there is a check, imper-

fect, indeed, and liable to gross abuse, but still sufficient to

preserve society from the last extreme of misery. A time 20

comes when the evils of siibinission are obviously greater than

those of resistance, when fear itself Ijegets a sort of coui-age,

when a convulsive burst of popular rage and despair warns

tyrants not to presume too far on the patience of mankind.

But against misgovernment such as then afflicted Bengal it

was impossible to struggle. The superior intelligence and

energy of the dominant class made their power irresistible.

.Jl war of Bengalees against Englishmen was like a war of

sheep against wolves, of men against demons. The only

protection which the conquered could find was in the moder- 30
ation, the clemency, the enlarged policy of the conquerors.

That protection, at a later period, they found. But at first

English power came among them unaccompanied by English

morality. There was an interval between tBe time at which

tbey became our subjects and the time at which we began to

reflect that we were bound to discharge towards them the

duties of rulers. During that interval the business of a ser-

vant of the Company was simply to wring out of the natives

a hundred or two hundred thousand pounds as speedily as

possible, that he might return home before his constitution 40
had suffered fi'om the heat, to marry a peer's daughter, to

buy rotten boroughs in Cornwall, and to give balls in St.
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James's Square. Of the conduct of Hastings at this time

little is known ; but the little that is known, and the circum-

stance that little is known, must be considened as honourable

to him. He could not protect the natives ; all that he could

do was to abstain from plundering and oppressing them, and

this he appears to have done. It is certain that at this time

he continued poor ; and it is equally certain that by criielty

and dishonesty he might easily have become rich. It is cer-

tain that he was never charged with having boi'ne a share in

10 the worst abuses which then prevailed ; and it is almost

equally certain that, if he had borne a share in those abuses,

the able and bitter enemies who afterwards persecuted him

would not have failed to discover and to proclaim his guilt.

The keen, severe, and even malevolent scrutiny to which his

whole public life was subjected, a scrutiny unparalleled, as

we believe, in the history of mankind, is in one respect

advantageous to his reputation. It brought many lament-

able blemishes to light, but it entitles him to be considered

pure from every blemish which has not been brought to light.

20 The truth is, that the temptations to which so many
English functionaries yielded in the time of Mr. Vansittart

were not temptations addressed to the ruling passions of

Warren Hastings. He was not squeamish in pecuniary trans-

actions ; but he was neither sordid nor rapacious. He was

far too enlightened a man to look on a great empire merely

as a buccaneer would look on a galleon. Had his heart been

mx;ch worse than it was, his understanding would have pre-

served him from that extremity of baseness. He was an

unscrupulous, perhaps an unprincipled statesman ; but still

30 he was a statesman, and not a freebooter.

In 1764 Hastings returned to England. He had realized

only a very moderate fortune ; and that moderate fortune

was soon reduced to nothing, partly by his jjraiseworthy

liberality, and partly by his mismanagement. Towards his

relations he appears to have acted very generously. The

greater jjart of his savings he left in Bengal, hoping probably

to obtain the high usury of India ; but high usury and bad

security generally go together, and Hastings lost both inter-

est and principal.

40 He remained four years in England. Of his life at that

time very little is known. But it has been asserted, and is

highly probable, that liberal studies and the society of men
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of letters occupied a great part of his time. It is to be

remembered to his honour that, in days when the languages

of the East were regarded by other servants of the Company
merely as the means of communicating with weavers and

money-changers, his enlarged and accomplished mind sought

in Asiatic learning for new forms of intellectual enjoyment,

and for new views of government and society. Perhaps, like

most persons who have paid much attention to departments

of knowledge which lie out of the common track, he was

inclined to overrate the value of his favourite studies. He 10

conceived that the cultivation of Persian literature might

with advantage be made a part of the liberal education of an

English gentleman ; and he drew wp a plan with that view.

It is said that the University of Oxford, in which Oriental

learning had never, since the revival of letters, been wholly

neglected, was to be the seat of the institution which he con-

templated. An endowment was expected from the munifi-

cence of the Companj- ; and professors thoroughly competent

to interpret Hafiz and Ferdusi were to be engaged in the

East. Hastings called on Johnson, with the hope, as it 20
shoiild seem, of interesting in this project a man who enjoyed

the highest literary reputation, and who was particularly

connected with Oxford. The interview appears to have left

on Johnson's mind a most favourable impression of the talents

and attainments of his visitor. Long after, when Hastings

was ruling the immense population of British India, the old

philosoi)her wrote to him, and referred in the most courtlj'

terms, though with great dignity, to their short but agreeable

intercourse.

Hastings soon began to look again towards India. He had 30
little to attach liim to England ; and his pecuniary embarrass-

ments were great. He solicited his old masters the Directors

for emploj-ment. They acceded to his request, ^ith high

compliments both to his abilities and to his integrity, and
appointed him a Member of Council at Madras. It would be

unjust not to mention that, though forced to borrow money
for his outfit, he did not withdraw any portion of the sum
which he had appropriated to the relief of his distressed rela-

tions. In the spring of 1769 he embarked on board of the

Duke of Grafton, and commenced a voyage distinguished by 40
incidents which might furnish matter for a novel.

Among the passengers in the Duke of (irafton was a Ger-
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man of the name of Imhoff. He called himself a Baron ; but

he was in distressed circumstances, and was going out to

Madras as a portrait-painter, in the hope of picking up some

of the pagodas which were then lightly got and as lightly

spent by the English in India. The Baron was accompanied

by his wife, a native, we have somewhere read, of Archangel.

This young woman, who, born under the Arctic circle, was

destined to play the part of a Queen under the tropic of Can-

cer, had an agreeable person, a cultivated mind, and manners

10 in the highest degree engaging. She despised her husband

heartily, and, as the story which we have to tell sufficiently

proves, not without reason. She was interested by the con-

versation and flattered by the attentions of Hastings. The

situation was indeed perilous. No place is so propitious to

the formation either of close friendships or of deadly enmities

as an Indiaman. There are very few people who do not find

a voyage which lasts several months insupportably dull.

Anything is welcome which may break that long monotony

—

a sail, a shark, an albatross, a man overboard . Most passen-

20 gers find some resource in eating twice as many meals as on

land. But the great devices for killing the time are quarrel-

ling and flirting. The facilities for both these exciting pur-

suits are great. The inmates of the ship are thrown together

far more than in any country-seat or boarding-house. None

can escape from the rest except by imprisoning himself in a

cell in which he can hardly turn. All food, all exercise, is

taken in company. Ceremony is to a great extent banished.

It is every day in the power of a mischievous person to inflict

innumerable annoyances. It is every day in the power of an

30 amiable person to confer little services . It not seldom hap-

pens that serious distress and danger call forth, in genuine

beauty and deformity, heroic virtues and abject vices which,

in the ordinary intercourse of good society, might remain

during many years unknown even to intimate associates.

Under such circumstances met Warren Hastings and the

Baroness Imhofi', two persons whose accomplishments would

have attracted notice in any court of Europe. The gentleman

had no domestic ties. The lady was tied to a husband for

whom she had no regard, and who had no regard for his own

40 honour. An attachment sprang up, which was soon strength-

ened by events such as could hardly have occurred on land.

Hastings fell ill. The Baroness nursed him with womanly
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tenderness, gave him his medicines with her own hand, and

even sat up in his cabin while he slept. Long before the

Duke of Grafton reached Madras, Hastings was in love. But

his love was of a most charactei'istic description. Like his

hatred, like his ambition, like all liis passions, it was strong,

but not impetuous. It was calm, deep, earnest, patient of

delay, unconquerable by time. Imhoff was called into coun-

cil by his wife and his wife's lover. Ft was arranged that the

Baroness should institute a suit for a divorce in the courts of

Frauconia, that the Baron sliould afford every facility to the 10

proceeding, and that, during the j'ears which might elapse

before the sentence should be pronounced, they should con-

tinue to live together. It was also agreed that Hastings

should bestow some very substantial marks of gratitude on

the complaisant husband, and should, when the marriage was

dissolved, make the lady his wife, and adopt the children

whom she had already borne to Imhoff.

At Madras, Hastings found the trade of the Company in a

very disorganized state. His own tastes would have led him
rather to political than to commercial pursuits ; but he knew 20

that the favour of his emploj'ers depended chiefly on their

dividends, and that their dividends depended chiefly on the

investment He, therefore, with great judgment, determined

to apply his vigorous mind for a time to this department of

business, which had been much neglected, since the servants

of the Company had ceased to be clerks, and had become

warriors and negotiators.

In a very few months he etiected an important reform.

The Directors notified to him their high ap2)robatiou, and

were so much pleased with his conduct that they determined 30

to place him at the head of the Government of Bengal.

Early in 1772 he (juitted Fort St. George for his new post.

The Imhoifs, who were still man and wife, accompanied him,

and lived at Calcutta on the same plan which they had already

followed during more than two years.

When Hastings took his seat at the head of the Council

Board, Bengal was still governed according to the system

which Clive had devised, a system which was, perhaps, skil-

fully contrived for the purpose of facilitating and concealing

a great revolution, but which, when that revolution was 40
complete and irrevocable, could produce nothing but incon-

venience. There were two goverimients, the real and the
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ostensible. The supreme power belonged to the Company,

and was in truth the most despotic power that can be con-

ceived. The only restraint on the English masters of the

country was that which their own justice and humanity im-

posed on them. There was no constitutional check on their

will, and resistance to them was iitterly hopeless.

But though thus absolute in reality, the English had not

yet assumed the style of sovereignty. They held their terri-

tories as vassals of the throne of Delhi ; they rinsed their

iO revenues as collectors appointed by the impeiial commission
;

their public seal was inscribed with the imperial titles ; and

their mint struck only the imperial coin.

There was still a Nabob of Bengal, who stood to the

English rulers of his country in the same relation in which

Augustulus stood to Odoacer, or the last Merovingians to

Charles Martel and Pepin. He lived at Moorshedabad, sur-

rounded by princely magnificence. He was ajiproached with

outward marks of reverence, and his name was used in public

instruments. But in the government of the country he had

20 less real share than the youngest writer or cadet in the Com-

pany's service.

The English Council which represented the Company at

Calcutta was constituted on a very different plan from that

which has since been adopted. At present the Governor is,

as to all executive measures, absolute. He can declare war,

conclude peace, appoint public functionaries or remove them,

in opposition to the unanimous sense of those who sit with

him in council. They are, indeed, entitled to know all that

is done, to discuss all that is done, to advise, to remonstrate,

SO to send protests to England. But it is with the Governor

that the supreme power resides, and on him that the whole

responsibility rests. This system, which was introduced by

Mr. Pitt and Mr. Dundas, in spite of the strenuous opposition

of Mr. Burke, we conceive to be on the whole the best that

was ever devised for the government of a country where no

materials can be found for a representative constitution. In

the time of Hastings the Governor had only one vote in

council, and, in case of an equal division, a casting vote. It

therefore happened not unfrequently that he was overruled

40 on the gravest questions ; and it was possible that he might

be wholly excluded, for years together, from the real direction

of public affairs.
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The English functionaries at Fort William had as yet paid

little or no attention to the internal government of Bengal.

The only branch of politics about which they much busied

themselves was negotiation with the native pi-iuces. The

police, the administration of justice, the details of the collec-

tion of revenue, were almost entirely neglected. We may
Tcmark that the phraseology of the Ciompany's servants still

bears the traces of this state of things. To this day they

always use the word "political" as synonj'raous with "dip-

lomatic." We could name a gentleman still living, who was 10

described by the highest aiithoi-ity as an invaluable public

servant, eminently fit to be at the head of the internal admin-

istration of a whole presidency, but unfoi'tunatelj^ quite igno-

rant of all political business.

The internal government of Bengal the English rulers

delegated to a great native minister, who was stationed at

Moorshedabad. All military aftairs, and, with the exception

of what pertains to mere ceremonial, all foreign afifairs, were

withilrawn from his control ; but the other departments of

the administration were entirely confided to him. His own 20

stipend amoiiuted to near a hundred thousand pounds sterling

a year. The personal allowance of the Xabob, amounting to

more than three hundred thousand pounds a year, passed

through the minister's hands, and was, to a great extent, at

his disposal. The collection of the revenue, the administra-

tion of justice, the maintenance of order, were left to this

high functionary ; and for the exercise of his immense power

he was responsible to none but the British masters of the

country. '

A situation so important, lucrative, and splendid was natu- 30
rally an object of ambition to the ablest and most powerful

natives. Clive had found it difficult to decide between con-

flicting pretensions. Two candidates stood out prominently

from the crowd, each of them the representative of a race

and of a religion.

One of these was Mahommed Reza Khan, a Mussulman of

Persian extraction, able, active, religious after the fashion of

his people, and highly esteemed by them. In England he

might perhaps have been regarded as a corrujjt and greedy

politician. But, trietl by the lower standard of Indian 40
morality, he might be considered as a man of integrity and

honour.
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His competitor was a Hindoo Brahmin, whose name has, by
a terrible and melanchoty event, been iusepai'ably associated

with tliat of Warren Hastings, the Maharajah Nuncomar.

This man had played an important part in all the revolutions

which, since the time of >Surajah Dowlah, had taken jjlace in

Bengal. To the consideration which in that country belongs

to high and pure caste, he added the weight which is derived

from wealth, talents, and expei-ience. Of his moral charac-

ter it is difficult to give a notion to those who are acquainted

10 with human nature only as it appears in our island. What
the Italian is to the Englishman, what the Hindoo is to the

Italian, what the Bengalee is to other Hindoos, that was
Nuucomar to other Bengalees. The physical organization of

the Bengalee is feeble even to effeminacy. He lives in a

constant vapour bath. His pursuits are sedentary, his limljs

delicate, his movements languid. During many ages he has

been trampled upon by men of bolder and more hardy breeds.

Coui-age, independence, veracity, are qualities to which his

constitution and his situation are equally unfavourable. His

20 mind bears a singular analogy to his body. It is weak even

to helplessness for purposes of manly resistance ; but its sup-

pleness and its tact move the children of sterner climates to

admiration not nnmingled with contempt. All those arts

which are the natural defence of the weak are more familiar

to this subtle race than to the Ionian of the time of Juvenal,

or to the Jew of the dark ages. What the horns are to the

buffalo, what the paw is to the tiger, what the sting is to the

bee, what lieauty, according to the old Greek song, is to

woman, deceit is to*the Bengalee. Large promises, smooth

30 excuses, elaborate tissues of circumstantial falsehood, chi-

canery, perjury, forgery, are the weajjons, offensive and

defensive, of the people of the Lower Granges. All those

millions do not furnish one sepoy to the armies of the ( Com-

pany. But as usurers, as money-changers, as sharp legal

practitioners, no class of human beings can bear a comparison

with them. With, all his softness, the Bengalee is by no

means jilacable in his enmities or prone to pity. The perti-

nacity with which he adheres to his purposes yields only to

the immediate pressure of fear. Nor does he lack a certain

40 kind of courage which is often wanting to his masters. To

inevitable evils he is sometimes found to oppose a passive for-

titude, such as the .Stoics attributed to their ideal sage. An
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European warrior who rushes on a l)attery of cauuon with a

loud hurrah will sometimes shriek under the surgeon's knife,

and fall into an agony of despair at the sentence of death.

But the Bengalee, who would see his country overrun, his

house laid in ashes, his children murdered or dishonoured,

without having the spirit to strike one blow, has yet been

known to endure torture with the firmness of Mucins, and to

moxint the scatfold witli the steady step and even pulse of

Algernon Sidney.

In Nuncomar the national character was strongly and with 10

exaggeration personified. The Company's seivants had re-

peatedly detected him in the most criminal intrigues. On
one occasion he broiight a false charge against another

Hindoo, and tried to substantiate it by producing forged

documents. On another occasion it was discovered that,

while professing the strongest attachment to the English, he

was engaged in several conspiracies against them, and in par-

ticular that he was the medium of a correspondence between

the Court of Delhi and the French authorities in the Carnatic.

For these and similar pi'actices he had been long detained in 20

confinement. But his talents and influence had not only

procured his liberation, but had obtained for him a certain

degree of consideration even among the British rulers of his

country.

Clive was extremelj- unwilling to place a Mussulman at the

head of the administration of Bengal. On the other hand,

he could not bring himself to confer immense power on a man
to whom every sort of villainy had repeatedlj' been brought

home. Therefore, though the Nabob, over whom Nuncomar
had by intrigiie acquired great influence, beggad that the art- 30
ful Hindoo might be intrusted with the government, Clive,

after some hesitation, decided honestly and wisely in favour

of Mahommed Reza Khan. When Hastings became Gover-

nor, Mahommed Reza Khan had held power seven years.

An infant son of Meer Jattier was now Nabob ; and the guar-

dianship of the young prince's person had been confided to

the minister.

Nuncomar, stimulated at once ])y cupidity and malice, ha.t\

been constantly attempting to hurt the rei^utation of his suc-

cessful rival. This was not difficult. The revenues of 40
Bengal, under the administration established by Clive, did

not yield such a suqilus as had been anticipated by the
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Company ; for at that time the most al;surcl notions were

•entertained in England respecting the wealtli of India. Pal-

aces of jDorphyry, hung with the richest brocade, heaps of

pearls and diamonds, vaults from which pagodas and gold

mohurs were measured out by the bushel, tilled the imagina-

tion even of men of business. Nobody seemed to be aware

of what nevertheless was most undoubtedly the truth, that

India was a poorer country than countries which in Europe

are reckoned poor—than Ireland, for example, or than Portu-

10 gal. It was confidently believed by Lords of the Treasury

and members for the City, that Bengal would not only defray

its own charges, but would afford an increased dividend to

the proprietors of India stock and large relief to the English

finances. These absurd expectations were disappointed ; and

the Directors, naturally enough, chose to attribute the disap-

pointment rather to the mismanagement of Mahommed Reza

Khan than to their own ignorance of the country intrusted

to their care. They were confirmed in their error by the

agents of Nuncomar ; for Nuncomar had agents even in

20 Leadenhall Street. Soon after Hastings reached Calcutta he

received a letter addressed by the Court of Directors, nQ.t to

the Council generally, but to himself in particulai-. He was

directed to remove Mahommed Keza Khan, to arrest him

togethei' with all his family and all his partisans, and to insti-

tute a strict inquiry into the whole administration of the

province. It was added that the Governor would do well to

avail himself of the assistance of Nuncomar in the investiga-

tion. The vices of Nuncomar were acknowledged. But

even from his vices, it was said, much advantage might at

30 such a conjuncture be derived; and, though he could not

safely be trusted, it might still be i)roper to encourage him

by hopes of reward.

,
-^ The Governor bore no good will to Nuncomar. Many
years before they had known each other at Moorshedabad

;

and then a quarrel had arisen between them which all the

authority of their superiors could hardly compose. Widely

as they differed in most points, they resembled each other in

this, that both were men of unforgiving natures. To Ma-
hommed Reza Khan, on the other hand, Hastings had no

40 feelings of hostility. Nevertheless he pi'oceeded to execute

the instructions of the Company with an alacrity which he

never showed except when instructions were in perfect



lU'lN OK KKZA KHAN. 17

conformity with his own views. He had, wisely as we think,

determined to get rid of the system of double government in

Bengal. The orders of the Directors furnished him with the

means of effecting his purpose, and dispensed him from the

necessity of discussing the matter with his Council. He
took his measures with his usual vigour and dexterity. At

midnight the palace of Mahommed Reza Khan at Moorshe-

dabad was surrounded by a battalion of sepoys. The minister

was roused from his slumbers and informed that he was a

prisoner. With the Mussulman gravity, he bent his head 10

and submitted himself to the will of (iod. He fell not alone.

A chief named Schita)) Koy had been intrusted with the

government of Bahar. His valour and his attachment to the

English had more than once been signally proved. On that

memorable day on which the people of Patna saw from their

walls the whole army of the Mogul scattered by the little

band of Captain Knox, the voice of the British conquerors

assigned the palm of gallantry to the brave Asiatic. '

' I

never," said Knox, when he introduced Schitab Roy, covered

with blood and dust, to the English functionaries assembled 20

in the factory, "I never saw a native fight so before."

Schitab Roy was involved in the ruin of Mahommed Reza

Khan, was removed from office, and was placed under arrest.

The members of the Council received no intimation of these

measures till the prisoners were on their road to Calcutta.

The inquiry into the conduct of the minister was postponed

on different pretences. He was detained in an easy confine-

ment during many months. In the meantime, the great

revolution which Hastings had planned was carried into

effect. The office of minister was abolished. The internal 30

administration was transferred to the servants of the Com-

pany. A sj'stem—a very imperfect system, it is true—of

ci\'il and criminal justice, under English superintendence,

was estal)lished. The Nabob was no longer to have even an

ostensible share in the government ; but he was still to

receive a considerable annual allowance, and to be suri'ounded

with the state of sovereignty. As he was an infant, it was

necessary to provide guardians for his person and property.

His person was intrusted to a lady of his father's harem,

known by the name of the Munny Begum. The office of 40

treasurer of the household was bestowed on a son of Nunco-

mar, named Goordas. Nuncomar's services were wanted
;

4
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yet he could not safely be trusted with power, aud Hastings

thought it a masterstroke oK policy to reward the able and

unprincipled parent by promoting the inoffensive child.

The revolution completed, the double government dissolved,

the Company installed in • the fu%^ sovereignty of Bengal,

Hastings had no motive to treat the late ministers with

rigour. Their trial had been put off on various pleas till the

new organization was complete. They were then brought

before a committee, over which the Governor presided.

10 Schitab Roy was speedily acqiiitted with honour. A formal

apology was made to him for the restraint to which he had

been subjected. All the Eastern marks of respect were

bestowed on him. He was clothed in a robe of state, pre-

sented with jewels and with a richly harnessed elephant, and

sent back to his government at Patna. But his health had

suffered from confinement ; his high spirit had been cruelly

wounded ; and soon after his liberation he died of a broken

heart.

The innocence of Mahommed Reza Khan vvas not so clearly

20 established. But the Governor was not disjjosed to deal

harshly. After a long hearing, in which Nuncomar appeared

as the accuser, and displayed both the art and the inveterate

rancour which distinguished him, Hastings pronounced that

the charge had not been made out. and ordered the fallen

minister to be set at liberty.

Nuncomar had purposed to destroy the Mussulman admin-

istration, and to rise on its ruin. Both his malevolence and

his cupidity had been disappointed. Hastings had made him

a tool, had used him for the purpose of accomplishing the

30 transfer of the government from M^orshedabad to Calcutta,

from native to European hands. The rival, the enemy, so

long envied, so implacably persecuted, had been dismissed

unhurt. The situation so long and ardently desii-ed had been

abolished. It was natural that the Governor should be from

that time an object of the most intense hatred to the vindic-

tive Brahmin. As yet, however, it was necessary to suppress

such feelings. The time was coming when that long animosity

was to end in a desperate and deadly struggle.

In the meantime Hastings was compelled to turn his atten-

40 tion to foreign affairs. The object of his diplomacy was at

this time simply to get money. The finances of his govern-

ment were in an embarrassed state, and this embarrassment
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he was duteruiined to relieve l)y some means, fair or foul.

The principle which directed all his dealings with his neigh-

bours is fully expressed by the old motto of one of the great

predatory families of Teviotdale, "Thou shalt want ere I

want. ' He seems to have laid it down, as a fundamental

proposition which could not be .disputed, that, when he had
not as many lacs of rupees as the public service required, he

was to take them from anybody who had. One thing,

indeed, is to be said in excuse for him. The pi-essure applied

to him by his employers at home was such as only the high- 10

est virtue could have withstood, such as left him no choice

except to commit great wrongs, or to resign his high post, and
with that post all his hopes of fortune and distinction. The
Directors, it is true, never enjoined or applauded any crime.

Far from it. Whoever examines their letters written at that

time will find there many just and humane sentiments, many
excellent jirecepts—in short, an admirable code of political

ethics. But every exhortation is modified or. nullified by a

demand for money. '

' Govern leniently, and send more
money

;
practice strict justice and moderation towards neigh- 20

bouring powers, and send more money ; " this is, in truth,

the sum of almost all the instructions that Hastings ever

received from home. Now these instructions, being inter-,

preted, mean simply, "Be the father and the oppressor of

the people ; be just and unjust, moderate and rapacious.

The Directors dealt with India as the Church, in the good old

times, dealt with a heretic. They delivered the victim over

to the executioners, with an earnest request that all possible

tenderness might be shown. We by no means accuse or sus-

pect those who framed these despatches of hypocrisy. It is 30
probable that, writing fifteen thousand miles from the place

where their orders were to be carried into effect, they never

perceived the gross inconsistency of which they were guilty.

But the inconsistency was at once manifest to their vice-

gerent at Calcutta, who, with an empty treasuiy, with an

unpaid army, with his own salary often in arrear, with

deficient crops, with govei'nment tenants daily running away,

was called upon to remit home another half million without

fail. Hastings saw that it was absolutely necessary for him

to disregard either the moral discourses or the pecuniary 10

requisitions of his employers. Being forced to disobey them
in something, he had to consider what kind of disobedience

^
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they would most readily pardon ; and he correctly judged

that the safest course would be to neglect the sermons and to

find the rupees.

A mind so fertile as his, and so little restrained by consci-

entious scruples, speedily discovered several modes of reliev-

ing the financial embarrassments of the government. The

allowance of the Nabob of Bengal was reduced at a stroke

from three hundred and twenty thousand pounds a year to

half that sum. The Company had bound itself to pay near

10 three hundred thousand pounds a year to the Great Mogul, as

a mark of homage for the provinces which he had inti'usted

to their care ; and they had ceded to him the districts of

Corah and Allahabad. On the plea that the Mogul was not

really independent, but merely a tool in the hands of others,

Hastings determined to retract these concessions. He ac-

cordingly declared that the English would pay no more

tribute, and sent troops to occupy Allahabad and Corah.

The situation of these places was such that there would be

little advantage and great expense in retaining them. Hast-

•20 ings, who wanted money and not territory, determined to

sell them. A purchaser was not wanting. The rich province

of Oude had, in the general dissolution of the Mogul Empire,

fallen to the share of the great Miissulman house bj^ which it

is still governed. About twenty years ago, this house, by the

permission of the British Government, assumed the roya^

title ; but in the time of Warren Hastings such an assump-

tion would have been considered by the Mahommedans of

India as a monstrous impiety. The Prince of Oude, though

he held the power, did not venture to use the style of sover-

30 eiguty. To the appellation of Nabob or Viceroy, he added

'

that of Vizier of the monarchy of Hindostan, just as in the

last century the Electors of Saxony and Brandenburg, though

independent of the Emperor and often in arms against him,

were proud to style themselves his Grand Chamberlain and

Grand Marshal. Sujah Dowlah, then Nabob Vizier, was on

excellent terms with the English. He had a large treasure.

Allahabad and Corah were so situated that they might be of

use to him, and could be of none to the Company. The buyer

and seller soon came to an understanding ; and the provinces

40 which had been torn from the Mogul were made over to the

government of Oude for about half a million sterling.

But there was another matter still more important to be
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settled by the Vizier ami the (Tovernor. Tiie fate of a brave

people was to be decided. It was decided in a manner which

has left a lasting stain on the fame of Hastings and of

England.

The people of Central Asia had always been to the inhabi-

tants of India what the warriors of the (ierman forests were

to the subjects of the decaying monai'chy of Rome. The
dark, slender, and timid Hindoo shrank from a conflict with

the strong muscle and resolute spirit of the fair race which

dwelt beyond the passes. There is reason to believe that, at 10

a period anterior to the dawn of regular history, the people

who spoke the rich and flexible Sanscrit came from regions

lying far beyond the Hyphasis and the Hystaspes, and im-

posed their yoke on the children of the soil. It is certain

that during the last ten centuries a succession of invaders

descended from the west on Hindostau ; nor was the course

of conquest ever turned Ijack towards the setting sun till that

memorable campaign in which the cross of Saint George was

planted on the walls of Ghizni. v '

, ^., ( Jt ' -j -.^

The Emperors of Hindostan themselves came from the 20

other side of the great mountain ridge ; and it had always

been their practice to recruit their army from the hardy and

valiant race from which their own illustrious house sjirang.

Among the military adventurers who were allured to the

Mogul standards from the neighbourhood of Cabul and Can-

dahar were conspicuous several gallant bands, known by the

name of the Kohillas. Their services had been rewarded

with large tracts of land, tiefs of the spear, if we may use an

expression drawn from an analogous state of things, in that

fertile plain through which the Kamgunga flows from the 30

snowy heights of Kumaon to join the Ganges. In the general

confusion which followed the death of Aurungzebe, the war-

like colony became ^^rtually independent. The Rohillas were

distinguished from the other inhabitants of India by a pecu-

liarly fair complexion. Thej' were more honourably distin-

guished by courage in war and by skill in the arts of peace.

While anarchy raged from Lahore to Cape Comorin, their

little territory enjoyed the blessings of repose under the guar-

dianship of valour. Agnculture and commerce flourished

among them ; nor were thej' negligent of rhetoric and poetry. 40

Many persons now living have heard aged men talk with regret
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of the golden days when the Afghan princes ruled in the vale

of Rohilcund.

Sujah Dowlah had set his heart f)n adding this rich district

V'to his own principality. Right, or show of I'ight, he had

absolutely none. His claim was in no respect better founded

than that of Catherine to Poland, or that of the Bonaparte

family to Spain. The Rohillas held their country by exactly

the same title by w^hich he held his, and had governed their

country far better than his had ever been governed. Nor
10 were they a people whom it was perfectly safe to attack.

Their land was indeed an open plain, destitute of natural

defences ; but their veins were full of the high blood of

Afghanistan. As soldiers, they had not the steadiness which

is seldom found except in company with strict discipline ; but

their impetuous valour had been proved on many fields of

battle. It was said that their chiefs, when united by common
peril, could bring eighty thousand men into the field. Sujah

Dowlah had himself seen them fight, and wisely shrank from

a conflict with them. There was in India one army, and

20 only one, against which even those proud Caucasian tribes

could not stand. It had been abundantly proved that neither

tenfold odds, nor the martial ardour of the boldest Asiatic

nations, could avail aught against English science an<l resolu-

tion. Was it possible to induce the Governor of Bengal to

let out to hire the irresistible energies of the imperial people,

the skill against which the ablest chiefs of Hindostan were

helpless as infants, the discipline which had so often triumphed

over the frantic struggles of fanaticism and despair, the un-

conquerable British courage which is never so sedate and

30 stubborn as towards the close of a doubtful and murderous

day ?

This was what the Nabob Vizier asked, and what Hastings

granted. A bargain was soon struck. Each of the negotia-

tors had what the other wanted. Hastings was in need of

funds to carry on the government of Bengal and to send re-

mittances to London, and Sujah Dowlah had an ample

revenue. Sujah Dowlah was bent on subjugating the Rohil-

las, and Hastings had at his disposal the only force by which

the Rohillas could be subjugated. It was agreed that an

40 English army should be lent to the Nabob Vizier, and that

for the loan he should pay four hundred thousand pounds.
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sterling, besides defraying all the charge of the troops while

employed in his service.

" I really cannot see," says Mr. Gleig, "upon what grounds,

either of political or moral justice, this proposition deserves

to be stigmatized as infamous." If we understand the mean-

ing of words, it is infamous to commit a wicked action for ^^ / l

hire, and it is wicked to engage in war without provocation, /t^/"^'*^^^

In this particular war scarcely one aggravating circumstance v^

was wanting. The object of the Rohilla war was this : to ^-^
deprive a large population, who had never done us the least 10

harm, of a good government, and to place them^_agaiiiiit. their

will, under an execrablybad one. Nay, even this is not all.

England now 'cTescended far below the level even of those

petty German princes who, about the same time, sold us

troops to tight the Americans. The hussar-mongers of Hesse

and Auspach had at least the assurance that the expeditions

on which their soldiers werg to be employed would, be con-

ducted in conformity with the humane rules of civilized war-

fare. Was the Eohilla war likely to be so conducted ? Did

the Governor stipulate that it should be so conducted ? He 20
well knew what Indian warfare was. He well knew that the

power which he covenanted to put into Sujah Dowlah's hands

would, in all probability, be atrociously abused ; and he re-

quired no guarantee, no promise, that it should not be so

abused. He did not even reserve to hiinself-the right of

\\ithdrawing his aid in case of abuse, however gross. We are

almost ashamed to notice Major Scott's plea, that Hastings/*

was ju.stified in letting out English troops to slaughter the

Rohillas, because the Rohillas were not of Indian race, but a

colony from a distant country. What were the English 30

themselves ? Was it for them to proclaim a crusade for the

expulsion of all intruders from the countries watered by the

Ganges ? Did it lie in their mouths to contend that a foreign

settler who establishes an empire in India is a cayjut lupin um ?

What would they have said if any other power had, on such

a ground, attacked Madras or Calcutta without the slightest

provocation ? Such a defence was wanting to make the

infamy of the transaction complete. The atrocity of the

crime and the hypocrisy of the ajjology are worthy of each

other. 40

One of the three brigades of which the Bengal army con-

sisted was sent under Colonel Champion to join Sujah
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Dowlah's forces. The Rohillas expostulated, entreated,

offered a large ransom, but in vain . They then resolved to

defend themselves to the last. A bloody battle was fought.

"The enemy," says Colonel Champion, "gave proof of a

good share of military knowledge ; and it is impossible to

describe a more obstinate firmness of resolution than they

displayed." The dastardly sovei-eign of Oude fled from the

field. The English were left unsupported ; but theirtirelWl

their charge were irresistible. It was not, however, till the

10 most distinguished chiefs had fallen, fighting bravely at the

head of their troops, that the Rohilla ranks gave way. Then

the Nabob Vizier and his rabble made their appearance, and

hastened to plunder the camp of the valiant enemies, whom
they had never dared to look in the face. The soldiers of

the Company, trained in an exact discipline, kept unbroken

order while the tents were pillaged by these worthless allies.

But many voices were heard to e?;claim,
'

' We have had all

the fighting, and those rogues are to have all the pi-ofit."

Then the horrors of Indian war were let loose on the fair

20 valleys and cities of Robilcund. The whole country was in

a blaze. More than a hundred thousand peoisle-xlleiL_froin_

their homes to pestilential jungles, preferring famine and

fever and the haunts of tigers to the tyranny of him to whom
an English and a Christian Govei'nment had, for shameful

lucre, sold their substance, and their blood, and the honour

of their wives and daughters. Colonel Champion remon-

strated with the Nabob Vizier, and sent strong representa-

tions to Fort William ; but the Governor had made no

conditions as to the mode in which the war was to be carried

30 on. He had troiibled himself about nothing but his vfort^

lacs ; and, though he might disapprove of Sujah Dowlah's

wanton barbarity, he did not think himself entitled to inter-

fere, except by offering advice. This delicacy excites the

admiration of the biographer. "Mr. Hastings," he says,

'
' could not himself dictate to the Nabob, nor -permit the

commander of the Company's troops to dictate how the war

was to be carried on." No, to be sure. Mr. Hastings had

only to put down by main force the brave struggles of inno-

cent men fighting for their liberty. Their military resistance

40 cfushed, his duties ended ; and he had then only to fold his

arms and look on while their villages were burned, their

children butchered, and their women violated. Will Mr.
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Gleig seriously maintain this opinion ? Is any rule more

plain than this, that whoever voluntarily gives to another

irresistible power over human beings is bound to take order

that such power shall not be barbarously abused ? But we
beg pardon of our readers for arguing a point so clear.

We hasten to the end of this sad and disgraceful_siiu:^

The war ceased. The finest population^in India was subjected

to a greedy, cowardly, cruel tyrant. Commerce and agricul-

ture languished.^ TEench province which had tempted the

cupidity of Sujah Dowlah became the most miserable part 10

even of his miserable dominions. Yet is the injured nation

not extinct. At long intervals gleams of its ancient spirit

have flashed forth ; and even at this day valour and self-

respect and a chivalrous feeling rare among Asiatics, and a

bitter remembrance of the great crime of England, distin-

guish that noble Afghan race. To this day they are regarded

as the best of all sepo5's at the cold steel ; and it was very

recently remarked by one who had enjoyed great opportu-

nities of observation that the only natives of India to whom
the word " gentleman " can with perfect propriety be applied 20

are to be found among the Rohillas.

Whatever we may think of the morality of Hastings, it

cannot be denied that the financial results of his policj' did

honour to his talents. In less than two j'ears after he as-

sumed the government, he had, without imposing any addi-

tional burdens on the people subject to his authority, added

about four hundred and fifty thousand pounds to the annual

income of the Company, besides procuring about a million in

ready money. He had also relieved the finances of Bengal

from military exjienditure, amounting to near a quarter of a 30
million a year, and had thrown that charge on the Nabob of

Oude. There can be no doubt that this was a result which,

if it had been obtained by honest means, would have entitled

him to the warmest gratitude of his country, and which, by

whatever means obtained, proved that he possessed great

talents for administration.

In the meantime Parliament had been engaged in long and

grave discussions on Asiatic affairs. The ministry of Lord

North, in the session of 1773, introduced a measure which

made a considerable change in the constitution of the Indian 40

government. This law, known by the name of the Regulat-

ing Act, provided that the presidency of Bengal should exer-
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cise a conti'ol over the other possessions of the Company
;

that the chief of that presidency shoukl be styled Governor-

General ; that he should be assisted by four Councillors ; and

that a Supreme Court of Judicature, consisting of a chief

justice and three inferior judges, should be established at

Calcutta. This court was made indejiendent of the Gover-

nor-General and Council, and was intrusted with a civil and

criminal jurisdiction of immense and, at the same time, of

undefined extent.

10 The Governor-General and Councillors were named in the

Act, and were to hold their situations for five years. Hast-

ings was to be the first Governor-General. One of the four

new Councillors, Mr. Barwell, an experienced servant of the

Company, was then in India. The other three, General

Clavering, Mr. Monson, and Mr. Francis, were sent out from

England.

The ablest of the new Councillors was, beyond all doubt,

Philip Francis. His acknowledged, compositions prove that

he possessed considerable eloquence and information. Several

20 years passed in the public offices had formed him to habits of

business. His enemies have never denied that he had a fear-

less and manly spirit ; and his friends, we are afraid, must

acknowledge that his estimate of himself was extravagantly

high, that his temper was irritable, that his deportment was

often rude and petulant, and that his hatred was of intense

bitterness and long duration.

It is scarcely possible to mention this eminent man without

adverting for a moment to the question which his name at

once suggests to every mind. Was he the author of the Let-

30 ters of Junius 'i Our own firm belief is that he was. The

evidence is, we think, such as would support a verdict in a

civil, nay, in a criminal proceeding. The handwriting of

Junius is the very peculiar handwriting of Francis, slightly

disguised. As to the position, pursiiits, and connections of

Junius, the following are the most important facts which can

be considered as cleai'ly proved :—First, that he was ac-

quainted with the technical forms of the Secretary of State's

office ; secondly, that he was intimately acquainted with the

business of the War Office ; thirdly, that he, during the year

1770, attended debates in the House of Lords, and took notes

of speeches, particularly of the speeches of Lord Chatham
;

fourthly, that he bitterly resented the appointment of Mr.
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Ohamier to the place of Deputy Secretary-at-War ; iifthly,

tliat he was bouiul by some strong tie to the first Lord Hol-

land. Now, Francis passed some years in the Secretary of

State's ottiee. He was subseijuently chief clerk of the War
Office. He repeatedly mentioned that he had himself, in

1770, heard speeches of Lord Chatham ; and some of these

speeches were actually i}rinted from his notes. He resigned

his clerkship at the War Office from resentment at the ap-

pointment of Mr. Chamier. It was by Lord Holland that he

was first introduced into the public service. Now, here are 10-

five marks, all of which ought to be found in .Junius. They
are all five found in Francis. We do not believe that more

than two of them can be found in any other person what-

ever. If this argument does not settle the question, there is^y

an end of all reasoning on circumstantial evidence. —
The internal evidence seems to us to point the same way.

The style of Francis bears a strong resemblance to that of

Junius ; nor are we disposed to admit, what is generally

taken for granted, that the acknowledged compositions of

Francis are very decidedly inferior to the anonymous letters. 20
The argument from inferiority, at all events, is one which

may be urged with at least equal force against every claimant

that has ever been mentioned, with the single exception of

Burke ; and it would be a waste of time to prove that Burke

was not Junius. And, what conclusion, after all, can be

drawn from mere inferiority ? Everj' writer must produce

his best work ; 9nd the interval between his best work and

his second best work m:iy be very wide indeed. Nobody will

say that the best letters of Junius are more decidedly superior

to the acknowledged works of Francis than three or four of 30'

(Jorneille's tragedies to the rest, than three or four of Ben

Jonson's comedies to the rest, than the Pilgrim's Progress to

the other works of Bimyan, than Don Quixote to the other

works of Cervantes. Nay, it is certain that -Junius, whoever

he may have been, was a most unequal writer. To go no

further than the letters which bear the signature of Junius ;

the letter to the King and the letters to Home Tooke have

little in common, except the asperitj' ; and asperity was an

ingredient seldom wanting either in the writings or in the

speeches of Francis. 40
Indeed, one of the strongest reasons for believing tliat

Francis was Junius is the moral resemblance between the two
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men. It is not difficult, from the letters which, under vari-

ous signatures, are known to have been written by Junius,

and from his dealings with Woodfall and others, to form a

tolerably correct notion of his character. He was clearly a

man not destitute of real patriotism and magnanimity, a man
whose vices wei'e not of a sordid kind. But he must also

have been a man in the highest degree arrogant and insolent,

a man prone to malevolence, and prone to the error of mis-

taking his malevolence for jjublic virtue. " Doest thou well

10 to be angry?" was the question asked in old time of the

Hebrew ju-ophet. And he answered, "I do well." This

was evidently the temper of Junius ; and to this cause we
attribute the savage cruelty which disgraces several of his

letters. No man is so merciless as he who, under a strong self-

delusion, confounds his antipathies with his duties. It may be

added that Junius, though allied with the democratic party

by common enmities, was the very opposite of a very demo-

cratic politician. While attacking individuals with a ferocity

which perpetually violated all the laws of literary warfare,

20 he regarded the most defective parts of old institutions with

a respect amounting to pedantry, pleaded the cause of Old

Sarum with fervour, and contemptuously told the capitalists

of Manchester and Leeds that if they wanted votes they

might buy land and become freeholders of Lancashii'e and

Yorkshire. All this, we believe, might st9,nd, with scarcely

any change, for a character of Philip Francis.

It is not strange that the great anonymoTis wi-iter should

have been willing at that time to leave the country which

had been so powerfully stirred by his eloquence. Everything

30 had gone against him. That party which he clearly preferred

to every other, the party of George Grenville, had been scat-

tered by the death of its chief ; and Lord Suffolk had led the

greater part of it over to the ministerial benches. The fer-

ment produced by the Middlesex election had gone down.

Every faction must have been alike an object of aversion to

Junius. His opinions on domestic affairs separated him fi"om

the Ministrj' ; his opinions on colonial affairs from the Oppo-

sition. Under such circumstances, he had thrown down his

pen in misanthropical despair. His farewell letter to Wood-

40 fall bears date the nineteentU of January, 1773. In that

letter he declared that he must be an idiot to write again
;

that he had meant well by the cause and the public ; that
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both were given up ; that there were not ten men who would

act steadily together on any (juestion. "But it is all alike,"

he added, " vile and conteuii)tible. You have never flinched

that I know of ; and I shall always rejoice to hear of your

prosperity." These were the last words of Junius. In a

year from that time Philip Francis was on his voyage to

Bengal.

With the three new Councillors came out the judges of the

Supreme Court. Tlie Chief J.iistice was Sir Elijah Impey.

He was an old accjuaintance of Hastings ; and it is jarobable 10

that the Governor-General, if he had searched through all

the inns of court, could not have found an equally serviceable

tool. But the members of Council were by no means in an

obsequious mood. Hastings greatly disliked the new form of

government, and had no very high opinion of his coadjutors.

They had heard of this, and were disposed to be suspicious

and punctilious. \A'hen men are in such a frame of mind,

any trifle is sufficient to give occasion for dispute. The mem-
bers of Council expected a salute of twenty-one guns from

the batteries of Fort William. Hastings allowed them only 20

seventeen. They landed in ill-humour. The first civilities

were exchanged with cold reserve. On the morrow com-

menced that long quarrel which, after distracting British

India, was renewed in England, and in which all the most

eminent statesmen and orators of the age took active part on

one or the other side.

Hastings was supported by Barwell. ' They had not always

been friends. But the arrival of the new members of Council

from England naturally had the effect of uniting the old

servants of the Company. Clavering, Monson, and Francis 30
formed the majority. They instantly wrested the govern-

ment out of the hands of Hastings, condemned, certainly not

without justice, his late dealings with the Nabob Vizier, re-

called the English agent from Oude and sent thither a creature

of their own, ordered the brigade which had conquered the

unhappy PiohiUas to return to the Company's terrilfories, and

instituted a severe inquiry into the conduct of the war.

Next, in spite of the Governor-General's remonstrances, they

proceeded to exercise, in the most indiscreet manner, their

new authority over the subordinate presidencies ; threw all -tO

the affairs of Bombay into confusion ; and interfered, with an

incredible union of rashness and feebleness, in the intestine



30 WARREN HASTINC4S.

10

> e<

disputes of the Mahi-atta government. At the same time

they fell on the internal administi-ation of Bengal, and

attacked the whole fiscal and judicial system, a sj'stem which

was undoubtedly defective, but which it was very improbable

that gentlemen fresh from England would be competent to

amend. The effect of their reforms was that all protection

to life and property was withdrawn, and that gangs of robbers

plundered and slaughtered with impunity in the very suburbs

of Calcutta. Hastings continued to live in the Government

House, and to draw the salary of Governor-General. He
continued even to take the lead at the Council Board in the

transaction of ordinary business ; for his opponents could not

but feel that he knew much of which they were ignorant, anil

that he decided, both surely and speedily, many questions

which to them would have been hopelessly puzzling. But

the higher powers of government and the most valuable

patronage had been taken from him.

The natives soon found this out. They considered him as

^ a fallen man, and they acted after their kind. Some of our

20 readers may have seen, in India, a crowd of crows pecking a

sick vulture to death—no bad type of what happens in that

country as often as fortune desei'ts one who has been great

and dreaded. In an instant all the sj'cophants who had lately

been ready to lie for him, to forge for him, to pander for him,

to poison for him, hasten to purchase the favour of his victori-

ous enemies by accusing him. An Indian government has only

to let it be understood that it wishes a particular man to be

ruined, and in twenty-four hours it will be furnished with

grave charges, supported by depositions so full and circum-

30 stantial that any person unaccustomed to Asiatic mendacity

would regard them as decisive. It is well if the signature of

the destined victim is not counterfeited at the foot of some

illegal compact, and if some treasonable pajjer is not slipped

into a hiding-place, in his house. Hastings was now regarded

as helpless. The power to make or mar the fortune of every

man in Bengal had passed, as it seemed, into the hands of the

new Councillors. Immediately charges against the Governor-

General began to pour in. They were eagerly welcomed by

the majority, who, to do them justice, were men of too much

40 honour knowingly to countenance false accusations, but who
wei-e not sufficiently acquainted Mith the East to be aware

that, in that part of the world, a very little encouragement
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from power will call forth in a week more Oateses ami

Bedloes and Dangerrields than Westminster Hall sees in a

centurj'.

It would have been strange indeed if, at such a juncture,

Nuncomar had remained quiet. That bad man was stim-

ulated at once by malignity, by avarice, and by ambition.

Now was the time to be avenged on his old enemy, to wreak

a grudge of seventeen years, to establish himself in the favour

of the majority of the Council, to become the greatest native in

Bengal. From the time of the arrival of the new Councillors, 10

he had paid the most marked court to them, and had in con-

sequence been excluded, with all indignity, from the Govern-

ment-house. He now put into the hands of Francis, with

great ceremony, a paper, containing several charges of the

most serious description. By this document Hastings was

accused of putting offices up to sale, and of receiving bribes

for suffering offenders to escape. In particular, it was alleged

that ^lahommed Reza Khan had been dismissed with im-

punity, in consideration of a great sum paid to the Governor-

General. 20

Francis i-ead the paper in Council. A violent altercation

followed. Hastings complained in bitter terms of the way
in which he was treated, spoke with contempt of Nuncomar
and of Nuncomar's accusation, and denied the right of the

Council to sit in judgment on the Governor. At the next

meeting of the Board, another communication from Nuncomar
was produced. He requested that he might be permitted to

attend the Council, and that he might be heard in support

of his assertions. Another tempestuous debate took place.

The (rovernor-General maintained that the council-room was 30

not a proper place for such an investigation ; that from persons

who where heated by daily conflict with him he could not ex-

pect the fairness of judges ; and that he could not, without

betraying the dignitj' of his post, submit to be confronted with

such a man as Nuncomar. The majority, however, resolved

to go into the charges. Hastings rose, declared the sitting at

an end, and left the room, followed by Barwell. The other

members kept their seats, voted themselves a council, put

Clavering in the chair, and ordered Nuncomar to be called

in. Nuncomar not onlj' adhered to the original charges, but, 40

after the fashion of the East, produced a large suj^plement.

He stated that Hastings had received a great sum for appoint-
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ing Rajah Goordas treasurer of the Nabob's household, and

for committing the care of his Highness's person to the Munny
Begum. He put in a letter purporting to bear the seal of the

Munny Begum, for the purpose of establishing the truth of

his story. The seal, whether forged, as Hastings affirmed,

or genuine, as we are rather inclined to believe, proved

nothing. Nuncomar, as everybody knows who knows India,

had only to tell the Munny Begum that such a letter would

give pleasure to the majority of the Council, in order to

10 procure her attestation. The majority, however, voted that

the charge was made out ; that Hastings had corruptly re-

ceived between thirty and forty thousand pounds ; and that

he ought to be compelled to refund.

The general feeling among the English in Bengal was

strongly in favour of the Governor-General. In talents for

business, in knowledge of the country, in general courtesy of

demeanour, he was decidely superior to his persecutors. The

servants of the Company were naturally disposed to side

with the mo.st distinguished member of their own body against

20 a clerk from the war-office, who, profoundly ignorant of the

native languages and of the native character, took on himself

to regulate every department of the administration. Hast-

ings, however, in spite of the general sympathy of his

countrymen, was in a most painful situation. There was

still an appeal to higher authority in England. If that

authoi-ity took part with his enemies, nothing was left to him

but to throw up his office. He accordingly placed his resig-

nation in the hands of his agent in London, Colonel Macleans.

But Macleane was instructed not to produce the resignation,

30 unless it should be fully ascertained that the feeling at the

India House was adverse to the Governor-General.

The triumph of Nuncomar seemed to be complete. He
held a • daily levee, to which his countrymen resorted in

crowds, and to which, on one occasion, the majoi-ity of the

Council condescended to repair. His house was an office for

the purpose of receiving charges against the Governor-General.

It was said that, partly by threats, and partly by wheedling,

the villainous Brahmin had induced many of the wealthiest

men in the province to send in complaints. But he was play-

40 ing a perilous game. It was not safe to drive to despair a

man of such reeources and of such determination as Hastings.

Nuncomar, with all his acuteness, did not understand the
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nature of the institutions under wliieh he liveil. He saw that

he hail witli liini the majority of the body which made

treaties, gave places, raised taxes. The separation between

political ami judicial functions was a thing of which he had no

conception. It had probably- never occui'ed to him that there

was in Bengal an authority perfectly independent of the

Council, an authority which could pi'otect one whom the

Council wished to destroy, and send to the gibbet one whom
the Council wished to protect. Yet such was the fact. The
Supreme Court was, within the sphei'e of its own duties, 10

altogether independent of the Government. Hastings, with

his usual sagacity, had seen how much advantage he might

derive from jiossessing himself of this stronghold ; and he had

acteil accordingly. The Juilges, especially the Chief Justice,

were hostile to the majority of the Council. The time had

now come for ptitting this formidable machinery into action.

On a sudden, Calcutta was astounded by the news that

Nuncomar had been taken up on a charge of felony, commit-

ted, and thrown into the common gaol. The crime imputed

to him was that six years before he had foi-ged a bond. The 20
ostensible prosecutor was a native. But it was then and

.still is the opinion of everj'body, idiots and biographers ex-

cepted, that Hastings was the real mover in the business.

The rage of the majority rose to the highest point. They
protested against the proceedings of the Supreme Court, and

sent sevei'al iirgent messages to the Judges, demanding that

Nuncomar should be admitted to bail. The Judges returned

haughty and resolute answers. All that the Council could do

Avas to heap honours and emoluments on the familj' of Nun-

comar, and this they did. In the meantime the assizes com- 30
menced ; a true bill was found, and Nuncomar was brought

before Sir Elijah Impey and a jury composed of Englishmen.

A great quantity of contradictory swearing, and the necessity

of having every word of the evidence interpreted, protracted

the trial to a most unusual length. At last a verdict of

guilty was returned, and the Chief Justice ^Jfonounced sen-

tence of death on the prisoner.

That Impey ought to have respited Nuncomar we hold to

be perfectly clear. Whether the whole proceeding was not

illegal is a question. But it is certain that whatever may 40

have been, according to technical rules of construction, the

eflfect of the statute under which the trial took place, it was
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most unjust to hang a Hindoo for forgery. The law which

made forgery capital in England was passed without the

smallest reference to the state of society in India. It was
unknown to the natives of India. It had never been put in

execution among them, certainly not for want of delinquents.

It was in the highest degree shocking to all their notions.

They were not accustomed to the distinction which many cir-

cumstances, peculiar to our own state of society, have led us

to make between forgery and other kinds of cheating. The
10 counterfeiting of a seal was, in their estimation, a common

act of swindling ; nor had it ever crossed their minds that it

was to be punished as severely as gang-robbery or assassina-

tion. A just judge would, beyond all doubt, have reserved

the case for the consideration of the sovereign. But Impey

would not hear of mercy or delay.

The excitement among all classes was gre^t. Francis and

Francis's few English adherents described the Governor-

General and the Chief Justice as the worst of murderers.

Clavering, it was said, swore that even at the foot of the

20 gallows Nuncomar shoiild be rescued. The bulk of the I'.uro-

pean society, though strongly attached to the Governor-

(jieueral, could not but feel compassion for a man who, with

all his crimes, had so long filled so large a space in their sight,

who had been great and powerful before the British Empire

in India began to exist, and to whom in the old times

Governors and members of Council, then mere commercial

factors, had paid court for protection. The feeling of the

Hindoos was infinitely stronger. They were, indeed, not a

people to strike one blow for their countryman. But his sen-

30 tence filled them with sorrow and dismay. Tried even by

their low standard of morality, he was a bad man. But, bad

as he was, he was the head of their race and religion, a

Brahmin of the Brahmins. He had inherited the purest and

highest caste. He had practised with the greatest punctual-

ity all those ceremonies to which the superstitious Bengalees

ascribe far more importance than to the correct discharge of

the social duties. They felt, therefore, as a devout Catholic

in the dark ages would have felt at seeing a prelate of the

highest dignity sent to the gallows by a secular tribunal.

40 According to their old national laws, a Brahmin could not be

put to death for any crime whatever. And the crime for

which Nuncomar was about to die was regarded by them in
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much the same light in which the selling of an unsound horse

for a sound price is regarded by a Yorkshire jockey.

The Mussuhnans alone appear to have seen with exultation

the fate of the powerful Hindoo, who ha<l attempted to rise

by means of the ruin of Mahommed Rcza Khan. The Ma-

hommodan historian of those times takes delight in aggravat-

ing the charge. He assui-es us that in Nuucomar's house a

casket was found containing counterfeits of the seals of all

the richest men of- the province. We have never fallen in

with any other authority for this story, Avhich in itself is by 10

no means improbable.

The day drew near ; and Nuncomar prepared himself to die

with that quiet fortitude with which the Bengalee, so effemi-

nately timid in personal conflict, often encounters calamities

for which there is no remedy. The sherifl', with the human-

ity which is seldom wanting in an English gentleman, visited

the prisoner on the eve of the execution, and assured him

that no indulgence consistent with the law should be refused

to him. Nuncomar expressed his gratitude with great polite-

ness and unaltered composure. Xot a muscle of his face 20

moved. Not a sigh broke from him. He put his finger to

his forehead, and calmly said that fate would have its M^ay,

and that there was no resisting the pleasure of God. He sent

his compliments to Francis, Clavering, and Monson, and

charged them to protect Rajah Goordas, who was about to

become the head of the Brahmins of Bengal. The sheriff

withdrew, greatly agitated by what had passed, and Nunco-

mar sat composedly down to write notes and examine

accounts.

The next morning, before the sun was in his power, an im- 30
mense concourse assembled round the place where the gallows

liad been set up. Grief and horror were on every face
;
yet

to the last the multitude could hardly believe that the

English really purposed to take the life of the great Brahmin.

At length the mournful procession came through the crowd.

NuncoiTiar sat up in his palanquin, and looked round him with

unaltei'ed serenity. He had just parted fi'om those who were

most nearly connected with him. Their cries and contor-

tions had appalled the European ministers of justice, but had

not produced the smallest effect on the iron stoicism of the 40

prisoner. The only anxiety which he expressed was that

men of his own priestly caste might be in attendance to take
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charge of his corpse. He again desired to be remembered to

his friends in the Council, mounted the scaifold with firmness,

and gave the signal to tlie executioner. The moment that

the drop fell, a howl of sorrow and despair rose from the in-

numerable spectators. Hundi-eds turned away their faces

from the polluting sight, fled with loud wailings towards the

Hoogley, and plunged into its holy waters, as if to purify

themselves from the guilt of having looked on such a crime.

These feelings were not confined to Calcutta. The whole

10 province was greatly excited ; and the population of Dacca,

in particular, gave strong signs of grief and dismay.

Of Impey's conduct it is impossible to speak too severely.

^Ye have already said that, in our opinion, he acted unjustly

in refusing to respite Nuncomar. No rational man can doubt

that he took this course in order to gratify the Governor-

(xcneral. If we had ever had any doubts on tliat point, they

would have' been dispelled by a letter which Mr. Gleig has

published. Hastings, three or four years later, described

Impej' as the man "to whose support he was at one time in-

20 debted for the safety of his fortune, honour, and reputation."

These strong words can refer only to the case of Nuncomar
;

and they must mean that Impey hanged Nuncomar in order

to support Hastings. It is, therefore, our deliberate opinion

that Impey, sitting as a judge, put a man unjustly to death

in order to serve a political purpose.

But we look on the conduct of Hastings in a somewhat dif-

ferent light. He was struggling for fortune, honour, liberty,

all that makes life valuable. He was beset by rancorous and

unprincipled enemies. From his colleagues he could expect

30 no justice. He cannot be blamed for wishing to crush his

accusers. He was indeed bound to use onlj' legitimate means

for that end. But it was not strange that he should have

thought any means legitimate which were pronounced legiti-

mate by the sages of the law, by men whose peculiar duty it

was to deal justly between adversai'ies, and whose education

might be supposed to have peculiai'ly qualified them for the

discharge of that duty. Nobody demands from a party the

unbending equity of a judge. The reason that judges are ap-

pointed is, that even a good man cannot be trusted to decide

40 a cause in which he is himself concerned. Not a day passes

on which an honest prosecutor does not ask for what none but

a dishonest tribunal would grant. It is too much to expect
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that any man. when his dearest interests are at stake and his

strongest passions excited, will, as against himself, be more

just than the sworn dispensers of justice. To take an anal-

ogoiis case from the history of our own island : suppose that

Lord Stafford, when in the Tower on suspicion of being con-

cerned in the Popish plot, had been apprised that Titus Oates

had done something whicli might, by a questionable construc-

tion, be brought under the head of felony. Shoidd we
severely blame Lord Stafff>rd, iu the supposed case, for caus-

ing a prosecution to be instituted, for furnishing funds, for 10

using all his influence to intercept the mercy of the Crown ?

We think not. If a judge, indeed, from favour to the Cath-

olic lords, were to !<train the law in order to hang Oates, such

a judge would richly deserve impeachment. But it does not

appear to us that the (."atholic lord, by bringing the case be-

fore the judge for decision, would materially overstep the

limits of a just self-defence.

While, therefore, we have not the least doubt that this

memorable execution is to be attributed to Hastings, we
doubt whether it can with justice be reckoned among his 20
crimes. That his conduct was dictated by a profound policy

is evident. He was in a minority in Council. It was possi-

ble that he might long be in a minority. He knew the native

character well. He knew in what abundance accusations are

certain to flow in against the most innocent inhabitant of

India who is imder the frown of power. There was not in

the whole black population of Bengal a place-holder, a place-

liunter, a . government tenant, who did not think that he

might better himself by sending up a deposition against the

Governor-<ieneral. Under these circumstances, the perse- 30
cuted statesman resolved to teach the whole crew of accusei-s

and witnesses that, though in a minority at the Council

Board, he was still to be feared. 1 he lesson which he gave

them was indeed a lesson not to be forgotten. The head of

the combination which had been formed against him, the

richest, the most powerful, the most artful of the Hindoos,

distinguished by the favour of those who then held the gov-

ernment, fenced round by the superstitious reverence of mil-

lions, was hanged in broad day before many thousands of

people. Everything that could make the warning impressive 40
—dignity in the siifferer, solemnity in the proceeding—was

found in this case. The helpless rage and vain struggles of
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the Council made the triumph more signal. From that mo-

ment the conviction of every native was that it was safer to

take the part of Hastings in a minority than that of Francis

in a majority, and that he who was so venturous as to join

in running down the Governor-General might chance, in the

phrase of the Eastern poet, to find a tiger while beating the

jungle for a deer. The voices of a thousand informers were

silenced in an instant. From that time, whatever difhculties

Hastings might have to encounter, he was never molested bj'

10 accusations from natives of India.

It is a remarkable circumstance that one of the letters of

Hastings to Dr. Johnson bears date a very few hours after the

death of Nuncomar. While the whole settlement was in

commotion, while a mighty and .ancient priesthood were

weeping over the remains of their chief, the conqueror in

that deadly grapple sat down, with characteristic self-posses-

sion, to write about the Tour to the Hebrides, Jones's Persian

Grammar, and the history, traditions, arts, and natural pro-

ductions of India.

20 In the meantime intelligence of the Rohjlla war and of the

first disputes between Hastings and his colleagues had reached

London. The Directors took part with the majority, and

sent out a letter filled with severe reflections on the conduct

of Hastiugs. They condemned, in strong but just terms, the

iniquity of undertaking offensive wars merely for the sake of

pecuniary advantage. But they utterly forgot that, if Hast-

ings had by illicit means obtained pecuniary advantages, he

had done so, not for his own benefit, but in order to meet

their demands. To enjoin honesty, and to insist on having

30 what could not be honestly got, was then the constant prac-

tice of the Company. As Lady Macbeth says of her hiis-

band, they "would not play false, and yet would wrongly

win."

The Regulating Act, by which Hastings had been appointed

Governor-General for five years, empowered the Crown to

remove him on an address from the Company. Lord North

was desirous to procure such an address. 1 he three members

of Council who had been sent out from England were men of

his own choice. General Olavering, in particular, was sup-

40 ported by a large parliamentary connection, such as no Cabi-

net could be inclined to disoblige. The wish of the minister

was to displace Hastings, and to put Clavering at the head of
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the government. In the Court of Directors parties were verj-

nearly balanced. Eleven voted against Hastings ; ten for

him. The Court of Proprietors was then convened. The

great sale-room j)resented a singular appearance. Letters had

been sent bj- the .Secretary of the Treasurj^ exhorting all

the supporters of Government who held India stock to be in

attendance. Lord Sandwich marshalled the friends of the

administration with his usual dexterity and alertness. Fifty

peers and privy councillors, seldom seen so far eastward,

were counted in the crowd. The debate lasted till midnight. 10

The opponents of Hastings had a small superiority on the

division ; but a l)allot was demanded, and the result was that

the Goveruor-(ieneral triumphed l)y a majority of above a

hundred votes over the combined effoi-ts of the Directors and

the Cabinet. The ministers were greatly exasperated by this

defeat. Even Lord North lost his temper, no ordinary oc-

currence with him, and threatened to convoke Parliament

before Christmas, and to bring in a bill for depriving the

Company of all political power, and for restricting it to its

old business of trading in silks and teas. 20

Colonel Macleane, who through all this conflict had zeal-

ously supported the cause of Hastings, now thought that his

employer was in imminent danger of being tui-ned out,

branded with parliamentary censure, perhaps prosecuted.

The opinion of the Crown lawyers had already been taken

respecting some parts of the Governor-General's conduct. It

seemed to be high time to think of securing an honourable

retreat. Under these circumstances, Macleane thought him-

self justified in producing the resignation with which he had

been intrusted. The instrument was not in very accurate 30

form ; but the Directors were too eager to be scrupulous.

They accepted the resignation, fixed on Mr. Wheler, one of

their own body, to succeed Hastings, and sent out orders

that (reneral Clavering, as senior member of the Council,

should exercise the functions of Governor-Genei'al till Mr.

^^'heler should arrive.

But while these things were passing in England, a great

change had taken place in Bengal. Monson was no more.

Only four members of the government were left. Clavering
^

and Francis were on one side, Barwell and the Governor- 40

General on the other, and the Governor-General had the

easting vote, Hastings, who had been during two years
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destitute of all power and patronage, became at once absolute.

He instantly proceeded to retaliate on his adversaries. Tlieir

measures were reversed ; their creatures were displaced. A
new valuation of the lands of Bengal, for the purposes of

taxation, was ordered ; and it was provided that the whole

inquiry should be conducted by the Governor-General, and

that all the letters relating to it should run in his name He
began, at the same time, to revolve vast plans of conquest

and dominion, plans which he lived to see I'ealized, though

10 not by himself. His project was to form subsidiary alliances

with the native princes, particularly with those of Oude and

Berar, and thus to make Britain the paramount power in

India. While he was meditating these great designs, arrived

the intelligence that he had ceased to be Governor-General,

that his resignation had been accepted, that Wheler was
coming out immediately, and that till Wheler arrived the

chair was to be filled by Clavering.

Had Hastings still been in a minority, he would probably

have retired without a struggle ; but he was now the real

20 master of British India, and he was not disposed to quit his

high place. He asserted that he had nevei- given any in-

structions which could warrant the steps taken at home.

What his instructions had been, he owned he had forgotten.

If he had kept a copy of them he had mislaid it. But he

was certain that he had repeatedly declared to the Directors

that he M'ould not resign. He could not see how the Court,

possessed of that declaration from himself, could receive his

resignation from tlie doubtful hands of an agent. If the

resignation were invalid, all the proceedings which were

30 founded on that resignation wei'e null, and Hastings was still

G overnor -G eneral

.

He afterwards affirmed that, though liis agents had not

acted in conformity with his instructions, he would neverthe-

less have held himself bound by their acts, if Clavering had

not attempted to seize the supreme power by violence.

Whether this assertion were or were not true, it cannot be

doubted that the imprudence of Clavering gave Hastings an

advantage. The General sent for the keys of the fort and

of the treasury, took possession of the records, and held a

40 council, at which Francis attended. Hastings took the chair

in another apartment, and Barwell sat with him. Each of

the two parties had a plausible show of right. There was no
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authority eutitled to their ohedience witliin lifteeu thousand

miles. It seemed that there remained no way of settling the

dispute excei)t an appeal to arms ; and from such an appeal

Hastings, confident of his influence over his countrymen in

India, was not inclined to shrink. He directed the officers

of the garrison at Fort William and of all the neighbouring

stations t(> obey no orders but his. At th« same time, with

admirable judgment, he offered to submit the case to the

Supreme Court and to abide by its decision. By making this

proposition he risked nothing
;
yet it was a proposition which 10

his opponents could hardly reject. Nobody could be treated

as a criminal for obeying what the judges should solemnlj'

pronounce to be the lawful government. The boldest man
would shrink from taking arms in defence of what the judges

siiould pronounce to be usui'pation. Olaveriug and Francis,

after some delay, unwillingly consented to abide by the award

of the Court. The Court pronounced that the resignation

was invalid, and that therefore Hastings was still Governor-

Oeneral under the Regulating Act ; and the defeated mem-
bers of the Council, finding that the sense of the whole 20

settlement was against them, acquiesced in the decision.

About this time annved the news that, after a suit which

had lasted several years, the Franconian coi;rts had decreed

a divorce between Imhoff and his wife. The Baron left Cal-

cutta, carrying with him the means of buyii\g an estate in

Saxony. The ladj' became Mrs. Hastings. The event was
celebrated by great festivities ; and all the most conspicuous

persons at Calcutta, without distinction of parties, were in-

vited to the Government House. Clavering, as the Mahom-
medan chronicler tells the story, was sick in mind and body, 30
and excused himself from joining the sjjlendid assembly. But
Hastings, whom, as it should seem, success in ambition and

in love had put into high good humour, would take no denial.

He went himself to the General's house, and at length

brought his vanquished rival in triumph to the gay circle

which surrounded the bride. The exertion was too much for

a frame broken bj- mortification as well as by disease. Cla-

vering died a few days later.

/' Whelef, who came out expecting to be Governor-General,

and was forced to content himself with a seat at the Council 40'

Board, generally voted with Francis. But the Governor-

General, with P.arweH's help and his own casting vote, was
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still the mastei'. Some change took place at this time in the

feeling V)oth of the Court of Directors and of the Ministers of

the Crown. All designs against Hastings were dropped, and

when his original term of five years expired, he was quietly

reappointed, 'i he truth is, that the fearful dangers to which

the public interests in every quarter were now exposed made
both Lord North and the Company unwilling to part with a

Governor whose talents, experience, and resolution enmity

itself was compelled to acknowledge.

10 The crisis was indeed formidable. That great and victori-

ous empire, on the throne of which George the Third had

taken his seat eighteen years before with brighter hopes than

had.attended the accession of any of the long line of English

sovereigns, had, l)y the most senseless misgovernment, beeia

brought to the vei'ge of ruin. In Ameinca millions of English-

men were .at war with the country from which their blood

,

their language, their religion, and their institutions were de-

rived, and to which, but a short time before, they had been

as strongly attached as the inhabitants of Norfolk and

20 Leicestershire. The great powers of Europe, humbled to the

dust by the vigour and genius which had guided the councils

of George the Second, now rejoiced in the prosjiect of a sig-

nal revenge. The time was approaching when our island,

while struggling to keep down the United States of America,

and pressed with a still neai'er danger by the too just discon-

tents of Ireland, was to be assailed by France, Spain, and

Holland, and to be threatened by the armed neutrality of the

Baltic ; when even our maritime supremacy was to be in

jeopardy ; when hostile fleets were to command the Straits of

30 Calpe and the Mexican Sea ; when the British flag was to be

scarcely able to protect the British Channel. Great as were

the faults of Hastings, it was happy for our country that at

that conjuncture, the most terri})le through which she has

ever passed, he was the ruler of her Indian dominions.

An attack by sea on Bengal was little to be apprehended.

The danger was that the European enemies of England might

form an alliance with some native power, might furnish that

power with troops, arms, and ammunition, and might thus

assail our possessions on the side of the land. It was chiefly

40 from the Mahrattas that Hastings anticipated danger. The

original seat of that singular people was the wild range of

hills which runs along the western coast of India. In the
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rei"ii of Aurungzebe the inhal)itants of those regions, led by

the great Sevajee, began to descend on the possessions of

their wealthier and less warlike neighbours. The energy,

ferocity, and cunning of the Mahrattas soon made them the

most conspicuous among the new powers which were gener-

ated by the corruption of the decaying monarchy. At first

thej' were only robbers. They soon rose to the dignitj- of

conciuerors. Half the provinces of the empire were turned

into Mahratta principalities. Freebooters, sprung from low

castes and accustomed to menial employments, became 10

mighty Rajahs. The Bonslas, at the bead of a band of

plunderers, occupied the vast region of Berar. The Guico-

war—which is, being interpreted, the Herdsman—founded

that dynasty which still reigns in Guzerat. The houses of

Scindia and Holkar waxed great in Malwa. One adventurous

captain made his nest on the impregnable rock of Gooti. An-

other became the lord of the thousand villages which are

scattered among the green rice-tields of Tanjore.

That was the time, throughout India, of double government.

The form and the power were everywhere separated. The 20

Mussulman nabobs who had become sovereign pi'inces, the

Vizier in Oude, and the Nizam at Hyderabad, still called

themselves the viceroys of the house of Tamerlane. In the

same manner the Mahratta States, though really iniependent

of each other, pretended to be members of one empire. They

all acknowledged, by words and ceremonies, the supremacy

of the heir of Sevajee, a rot faineant who chewed bang and

toyed with dancing girls in a State prison at Sattara, and of

his Peshwa, or mayor of the palace, a great hereditary magis-

trate, who kept a court with kingly state at Poonah, and 30

whose authority was obeyed in the spacious provinces of

Aurungabad and Bejapoor.

Some months before war was declared in Europe the Gov-

ernment of Bengal was alarmed by the news that a French

adventurer, who passed for a man of quality, had ai-rived at

Poonah. It was said that he had been received there with

great distinction, that he had delivered to the Peshwa lettei'S

and presents from Louis the Sixteenth, and that a treaty,

hostile to England, had l)een concluded between France and

the Mahrattas. 40

Hastings immediately resolved to strike the first blow.

The title of the Peshwa was not undisputed. A portion of
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the Maliratt.a nation was favourable to a pretender. The

Governor-General determined to espouse this pi'etender's

interest, to move an army across the peninsula of India, and

to form a close alliance with the chief of the house of Bonsla,

who ruled Berar, and who, in power and dignity, was infei'ior

to none of the Mahratta princes.

The army had marched, and the negotiations with Berar

were in progress, when a letter from the English consul at

Cairo brought the news that war had been proclaimed both

10 in London and Paris. All the measures which the crisis re-

quired were adopted by Hastings without a moment's delay.

The French factories in Bengal were seized. Orders were

sent to Madras that Pondicherry should instantly be occu-

pied. Near Calcutta works were thrown up which were

thought to render the ajiproach of a hostile force impossible.

A maritime establishment was formed for the defence of the

river. Nine new battalions of sepoys were raised, and a corps

of native artillery was formed out of the hardy Lascars of the

Bay of Bengal. Having made these arrangements, the Gov-

20 eruor-General, with calm confidence, pronounced his presi-

dency secure from all attack, unless the Mahrattas should

march against it in conjunction with the French.

The expedition which I Listings had sent westward was not

so speedily or completely successful as most of his undertak-

ings. The commanding officer procrastinated. The authori-

ties at Bombay blundered. But the Governor-General per-

severed. A new commander repaired the errors of his

predecessor. Several brilliant actions spread the military

renown of the English through regions where no European

30 fiag had ever been seen. It is probable that, if a new and

more formidable danger had not compelled Hastings to change

his whole policy, his plans respecting the Mahratta empire

woiild have been carried into complete effect.

The authorities in England had wisely sent out to Bengal,

as commander of the forces and member of the Council, one

of the most distinguished soldiers of that time. Sir Eyre

Coote had, many years Ijefore. been consjjicuous among the

founders of the British empire in the East. At the council of

war which preceded the battle of Plassey, he earnestly recom-

40 mended, in opposition to the majority, that daring course

which, after some hesitation, was adopted, and which was

crowned with such splendid success. He subsequently com-
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inanded io the soutli of India against the brave aud unfor-

tunate Lally, gained the decisive battle of Wandewash over

tlie French and their native allies, took Pondicherry, and

nia<le tlie English power supreme in the Carnatic. Since

those great exploits near twenty years have elajjsed. Coote

had no longer the bodily activity which he had shown in

earlier days ; uor was the vigour of his mind altogether un-

impaired. He was capricious and fretful, aud required much

coaxing to keep him in good humour. It must, we fear, be

added that the love of money had grown upon him, and that 10

he thought more about his allowances, and less about his

duties, than might have been expected from so eminent a

member of so noble a profession. Htill he was perhaps the

ablest officer that was then to be found in the British armj'.

Among the native soldiers his name was gi'eat and his in-

fluence imrivailed. Nor is he yet foi-gotten bj' them. Now
and then a white-beaixled old sepoy may still be found who
loves to talk of Porto Nova and Pollilore. It is but a short

time since one of these aged men came to present a memorial

to an English officer, who holds one of the highest employ- 20

ments iu India. A print of f'oote hung in the room. The

veteran recognised at once that face and figure which he had

not seen for more than half a centurj', and, forgetting his

salam to the living, halted, drew himself up, lifted his hand,

and with solemn revei-ence paid his military obeisance to the

dead.

Coote, though he did not, like Baiwell, vote constantly

with the (lOvernor-General, was by no means inclined to join

in systematic opposition, and on most questions concurred

with Hastings, who did his best, by assiduous courtship, and 30

by readily granting the most exorbitant allowances, to gi-atify

the strongest passions of the old soldier.

It seemed likely at this time that a general reconciliation

would put an end to the quarrels which had, during some

years, weakened and disgraced the government of Bengal. The

dangers of the empire might well induce men of patriotic

feeling,—and of patriotic feeling neither Hastings nor Francis

was destitute—to forget private enmities, and to co-operate

heartily for the general good. Coote had never been con-

cerned fu faction. Wheler was throughly tired of it. Bar- ^q
well had made an amjile fortune, and, though he had promised

that he would not leave Calcutta while his help was needed
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ill Council, was most desirous to return to England^ and ex-

erted himself to promote an arrangement which wonid set him
at liberty.

A compact was made, by which Francis agreed to desist

from opposition, and Hastings engaged that the friends of

Francis should be admitted to a fair share of the honours and

emoluments of the service. During a few months after this

treaty there was apparent harmony at the Council Board.

Harmony, indeed, was never more necessary ; for at this

10 moment internal calamities, more formidable than war itself,

menaced Bengal. The authors of the Regulating Act of 1 773-

had established two independent powers, the one judicial, and

the other political ; and. with a carelessness scandalously

common in English legislation, had omitted to define the limits

of either. The judges took advantage of the indistinctness, and

attempted to draw to themselves siipreme authority, not only

within Calcutta, but through the whole of the great territory

subject to the Presidencj' of Fort William. > There ai'e few

Englishmen who will not admit that the English law, in spite

20 of modern inprovements, is neither so cheap nor so speedy as

might be wished. Still, it is a system which has grown up

among us. In some points it has been fashioned to suit our

feelings ; in others, it has gradually fashioned our feelings to

suit itself. Even to its worst evils we are accustomed ; and

and therefore, we may complain of them, they do not strike

us withthe horror and dismay which would be produced by

a new grievance of smaller severity. In India the case is

widely different. English law, transplanted to that country>

has all the vices from which we suffer here ; it has them all

30 in a far higher degree ; and it has other vices, compared with

which the worst vices from which we sufler ai'e trifles. Dil-

atory here, it is far more dilatorj' in a land where the help of

an interpreter is needed by every judge and by every advocate.

( 'ostly here, it is far more costly in a land into which the legal

practitioners must be imported from an immense distance.

All English labour in India, from the labour of the Governor-

(ieneral and the Commander-in-Chief, down to that of a

groom or a watchmaker, must be paid for at a higher rate

than at home. No man A^ill be banished, and banished to the

40 torrid zone, for nothing. The rule holds good with respect

to the legal profession. No English barrister will work, fif-

teen thousand miles from all his friends, with the thermometer
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at ninety-six-ia the shaile, for the emoluments -which will eon-

tent him in chambers that overhiok the Thames. Accord-

ingly, the fees at Calcutta are about three times as great as

the fees of Westminster Hall ; and this, though the people

of India are, beyond all comparison, poorer than the people

of England. Yet the delays and the expense, grievous as

they are, form the smallest part of the evil which English law,

imported without modifications into India, could not fail to

produce. The strongest feelings of our nature, honour,

religion, female modesty, ,rise up against the innovation, lo
Arrest on mesne process was the first step in most civil pro-

ceedings ; and to a native of rank arrest was not merely a re-

straint, but a foul personal indignity. Oaths were reqiiired

in every stage of everj' suit ; and the feeling of a Quaker about

an oath is hardly stronger than that of a respectable native.

That the apartments of a women of quality should be entered

by strange men, or that her face should be seen by them, are,

in the East, intolerable outrages, outrages which are more

dreaded than death, and which can be expiated only by the

shedding of blood. To these outrages the most distinguished 20
families of Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa, were now exposed.

Imagine what the state of our own ceuntry would be, if a

jurisprudence were on a sudden introduced among us, which

should be to us what our jurisprudence was to our Asiatic

subjects. Imagine what the state of our country would be if

it were enacted that any man, by merely swearing that a debt

was due to him, should acquire a right to insult the persons

of men of the most honourable and sacred callings and of

women of the most shrinking delicacy, to horse-whip a general

officer, to put a bishop in the stocks, to treat ladies in the 30
way which called forth the blow of Wat Tyler. Something

like this was the effect of the attempt, which the Supreme

Court made to extend its jurisdiction over the whole of the

Company's territory.

A reign of terror began, of terror heightened by mystery
;

for even that which was endured was less horrible than that

which was anticipated. No man knew what was next to be

expected from this strange tribunal. It came from beyond

the black water, as the people of India, with mysterious

horror, call the sea. It consisted of judges not one of whom 40>

was familiar with the usages of the millions over whom they

claimed boundless authority. Its records were kept in un-
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known characters ; its sentences were pronounced in unknown
sounds. It had ah-eady collected round itself an army of the

worst part of the native population—informers, and false

witnesses, and common barrators, and agents of chicane, and,

above all, a banditti of bailifl's followers, compai-ed with

whom the retainers of the worst English sponging-houses, in

the worst times, might l)e considered as ujiright and tender-

hearted. Many natives, highly considered among their coun-

trymen, were seized, hurried up to Calcutta, Hung into the

10 common gaol, not for any crime ^ven imputed, not for any

debt that had been proved, but merely as a precaution till

their cause should come to trial. There were instances in

which men of the most venerable dignity, persecuted without

a cause by extortioners, died of rage and shame in the gripe

of the vile alguazils of Impey. The harems of noble Ma-
hommedans, sanctuaries respected in the East b^^ governments

which resi:)ected nothing else, were burst open by gangs of

bailifl's. The Mussulmans, braver and less accustomed to

submission than the Hindoos, sometimes stood on their de-

20 fence ; and there were instances in which they shed their

blood in the doorway, while defending, sword in hand, the

sacred apartments of'their womeir. Nay, it seemed as if

even the faint-hearted Bengalee, who had crouched at the

feet of Sui-ajah Dowlah, who had been mute during the ad-

ministration of Vansitart, would at length find courage in

despair. No Mahratta invasion had ever spread through the

province such dismay as this inroad "of English lawyers. All

the injustice of former oppressors, Asiatic and Eiiropean, ap-

peared as a blessing when compared with the justice of the

30 Supreme Court.

Every class of the population, English and native, with the

exception of the ravenous pettifoggers who fattened on the

misery and terror of an immense community, cried out loudly

against this fearful oppression. But the judges wei-e immov-

able. If a bailiff was resisted, they ordered the soldiers to be

called out. If a servant of the Comijany, in conformity with

the orders of the Government, withstood the miserable catch-

poles who, with Impey's writs in their hands, exceeded the

insolence and rapacity of gang-robbers, he was flung into

40 prison for a contempt. The lapse of sixty years, the virtue

and wisdom of many eminent magistrates who have during

that time administered justice in the Supreme Court, have
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not eff;iceil ti-Dni tlie inimls of the people of Bengal the

recollection of those evil days.

The members of the Government were, on this subject

uniteil as one man. Hastings had courted the judges ; he

had found them useful instruments ; hut he was not disposed

to make them his own masters, or the masters of India. His

mind was large ; his knowledge of the native character most

accurate. He saw that the system pursued by the Supreme
Court was degrading to the Oovernment and ruinous to the

people ; and he resolved to oppose it manfully. The conse- 10
quence was, that the friendship, if that be the projier word
for such a connection, which had existed between him and

Impey, was for a time comjiletely dissolved. The Oovernment

placed itself firmly between the tyrannical tribunal and the

p_eople. The ('hief Justice proceeded to the wildest excesses.

The Oovernor-General and all the members of Council were

served with writs, calling on them to appear before the

King's Justices, and to answer for their public acts. This

was too much. Hastings, with just scorn, refused to obey

the call, set at liberty the persons wrongfully detained by the 20
Court, «nd took measures for resisting the outrageous pro-

ceedings of the sheriff's officers, if necessary, by the sword.

But he had in view another device, which might prevent the

necessity of an appeal to arms. He was seldom at a loss for

an expedient ; and he knew Impey well. The expedient in

this case was a very simple one, neither more nor less than a

bribe. Impey was, by Act of Parliament, a judge, indei^en-

deut of the government of Bengal, and entitled to a salary of
'

eight thousand a j'ear.. Hastings proj)osed to make him also

a jutlge in the Corajjany's service, re.movable at the pleasure 30
of the (ioverment of Bengal ; and to give him, in that capa-

city, about eight thousand a year more. It was understood

that, in consideration of this new salary, Impey would desist

from urging the high pretensions of his court. If he did

urge these pretensions, the (iovernment could, at a moment's

notice, eject him from the new place which had been ci-eated

for him. The bargain was struck ; Bengal was saved ; an

appeal to force was averted ; and the Chief Justice was rich,

(juiet, and infamous.

< )f Impey's conduct it is unnecessary to speak. It was of 40
a piece with almost every part of his . conduct that comes

«nder the notice of history. No other such judge has dis-
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honoured the English ermine since Jetieries drank himself to

death in the Tower. But we cannot agree with those who
liave blamed Hastings for this transaction. The case stood

thus. The negligent manner in which the Regulating Act
had been framed put it in the power of the Chief Justice to

throw a great country into the most dreadful confusion. He
was determined to use his power to the utmost unless he was
j)aid to be still ; and Hastings consented to pay him. The
necessity was to be deplored. It is also to be deplored that

10 pirates should be able to exact ransom by threatening t&

make their captives walk the plank. But to ransom a cap-

tive from pirates has always been held a humane and Chris-

tian act ; and it would be absurd to charge the payer of the

ransom with corrupting the virtue of the corsair. This, we
seriously think, is a not unfair illustration of the relative

position of Impey, Hastings, and the people of India.

Whether it was right in Impey to demand or to accept a price

for powers which, if they really belonged to him, he could not

alnlicate, which, if they did not belong to him, he ought never

2U to have usurped, and which in neither case he could honestly

sell, is one question. It is quite another question whether

Hastings was not right to give any sum, however large, to any

man, however worthless, rather than either surrender mil-

lions of human beings to pillage, or rescue them by civil war.

Francis strongly opposed this arrangement. It may, in-

deed, be suspected that personal aversion to Impey was as

strong a motive with Francis as regard for the welfare of the

' province. To a mind burning with resentment, it might

seem better to leave Bengal to the oppressors than to retleem

30 it by enriching them. It is not iniprobaljle, on the other

hand, that Hastings may have been the more willing to resort

to an expedient agreeable to the Chief Justice, because that

high functionary had already been so serviceable, and might,

when existing dissensions were composed, be serviceable

again.

But it was not on this point alone that Francis was now
opposed to Hastings. The peace between them proved to be

only a short and hollow truce, during which their mutual

aversion was constantly becoming stronger. At length an

40 explosion took place. Hastings publicly charged Francis

with having deceived him, and with having induced Barwell

to quit the service with insincere promises. Then came a
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dispute, such as freiiueiitly .arises even between honouralile

men, when they may make im})ortant agreements by mere

verbal (.ommuuicatiou. An impartial historian will probably

be of opinion that they had misunderstood each other ; but

their minds were so much embittered that they imputed to

each other nothing; less than deliberate villainy. "I do not,"

said Hastings, in a minute recorded on the Consultations of

the tiovernmeut, "I do not trust to Mr. Francis's promises

of candour, convinced that he is incapable of it. I judge of

his public conduct by his private, which I have found to be 10

void of truth and honour."' After the Council had risen,

Francis put a challenge into the Governor-General's hand. It

was instantly accepted. They met, and fired. Francis was

shot through the Ijody. He was carried to a neighbouring

house, where it appeared that the wound, though severe, was
not mortal. Hastings inquired repeatedly after his enemy's

health, and proposed to call on him ; but Francis' coldly de-

clined the visit. He had a proper sense, he said, of the Gov-

ernor-General's politeness, but could not consent to any

private interview. They could meet only at the Council 20

Board.

In a very short time it was made signally manifest to how-

great a danger the Governor-General had, on this occasion,

exposed his country. A crisis arrived with which he, and he

alone, was competent to deal. It is no'; too much to say that

if he had been taken from the head of affairs, the years 1 780

and 1781 would have been as fatal to our power in Asia as to

our power in America.

The Malirattas had been the chief objects of apprehension

to Hastings. The measures which he had adopted for the 30
purpose of breaking their power had at first been frustrated

by the errors of those whom he was compelled to employ
;

but his perseverance and ability seemed^ likely to be crowned

with success, when a far more formidable danger showed it-

self in a distant quarter.

About thirty yeai-s before this time a Mahommedan soldier

had begun to distinguish hijuself in the wars of .Southern

India. His education had been neglected ; his extraction

was humble. His father had been a petty officer of revenue
;

his grandfather a wandering dervise. But though thus 40
meanly ilescended, though ignorant even of the alphabet, the

adventurer had no sooner been placed at the head of a body
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of troops than he approved himself a man Ijorn for conquest

and command. Among the crowd of cliiefs who were strVig-

jjfling for a share of India, none could compare with him in

the (jualities of the captain and the statesman. He became

a general ; he became a sovereign. Out of the fragments of

old principalities, which had gone to pieces in the general

wreck, he formed for himself a great, compact, and vigorous

empire. That empire he ruled with the ability, severity, and

vigilance of Lewis the Eleventh. Licentious in his pleasures,

10 implacable in his revenge, he had yet enlargement of mind

enough to perceive how much the jjrosperity of subjects adds

to the strength of governments. He was an oppressor ; but

he had at least the merit of protecting his people against all

oppression except his own. He was now in extreme old age,

l)ut his intellect was as clear and his spirit as high as in the

jirime of manhood. Such was tjie great Hyder Ali, the

founder of the Mahommedan kingdom of Mysore, and the

most formidable enemy with whom the English conquerors of

India have ever had to contend.

20 Had Hastings been Governor of Madras, Hyder wouhl have

been either made a friend, or vigorously encountered as an

enemy. Unhappily the English authorities in the south pro-

voked their powerful neighbour's hostility, without being

prepared to repel it. On a sudden, an army of ninety thou-

sand men, far superior in discipline and etficiencj' to any

other native force that could be found in India, came poui-ing

through those wild passes which, worn by mountain torrents,

and dark with jungle, lead down from the tal)le-land of My-

sore to the plains of the (_'arnatic. This great army was

30 accompanied by a hundred pieces of cannon ; and its move-

ments were guided by many French officers, trained in the

best military schools of Europe.

Hyder was everywhere triumphant. The sepoys in many

British garrisons flung down their arms. Some forts were

surrendered by treachery, and some by despair. In a few

days the whole open country north of the Coleroon had sub-

mitted. The English inhabitants of Madras could already

see by night, from the top of Mount St. Thomas, the eastern

sky reddened by a vast semicircle of blazing villages. The

40 white villas, to which our countrymen retire after the daily

labours of government and of trade, when the cool evening

l)reeze springs up from the bay. weie now left without inhab-
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itants ; for hnnds of the tierce horsemen of Mysore hati

already been seen prowling among the tulip-trees and near

the gay verandas. Even the town was not thought secure,

and the British merchants and public functionaries made

haste to crowd themselves behind the cannon of Fort St.

George.

There were the means, indeed, of assembling an army

which might have defended the presidency, and even driven

the invader back to his mountains. Sir Hector Munro was

at the head of one considerable force ; Baillie was advancing 10

with another. United, they might have presented a formid-

able front even to such an enemy as Hyder. But the English

commanders, neglecting those fundamental rules of the mili-

tary art, of which the propriety is obvious even to men who

had never received a military education, deferred their junc-

tion, and were separately attacked. Baillie's detachment

was destroyed. Munro was forced to abandon his baggage,

to fling his guns into the tanks, and to save himself by a re-

treat which might be called a flight. In three weeks from

the commencement of the war the British empire in Southern 20

India had been brought to the verge of ruin. Only a few

fortified places remained to us. The glory of our arms had

departed. It was known that a great French expedition

might soon be expected on the coast of Coromandel. England,

h»eset by enemies on every side, was in no condition to protect

such remote dependencies.

Then it was that the fertile genius and serene courage of

Hastings achieved their most signal triumph. A swift ship,

tiying before the south-west monsoon, brought the evil tidipgs

in a few days to Calcutta. In twenty-four hours the Governor- 30

General had framed a complete plan of policy adapted to the

altered stite of affairs. The struggle with Hyder was a

struggle for life and death. All minor objects must be sacri-

ficed to the preservation of the Carnatic. The disputes with

the Mahrattas must be accommodated. A large militarj'

force and a supjjly of money must be instantly sent to Mad-

ras. But even these measures would be insufficient unless

the war, hitherto so grossly mismanaged, were placed under

the direction of a vigorous mind. It was no time for trifling.

Hastings determined to resort to an extreme exercise of 40

power, to suspend the incapable Governor of Fort St. George,

to send Sir Eyre Coote to oppose Hyder, and to intrust
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that distinguished general with the whole administration

of the war.

In spite of the sullen opposition of Francis, who had now
recovered from his wound, and had returned to the Coiincil,

the Governor-General's wise and firm policy was approved by

the majority of the Board. The reinforcements were sent off

with great expedition, and reached Madras before the French

armament arrived in the Indian seas. Cocte, broken by age

and disease, was no longer the Coote of Wandewash ; but he

10 was still a resolute and skilful commander. The progress of

Hyder was arrested ; and in a few months the great victory

of Porto Novo retrieved the honour of the English arms.

In the meantime Francis had returned to England, and

Hastings was now left perfectly unfettered. ^Yheler had

gradually been relaxing in his opposition, and, after the de-

parture of his vehement and implacable colleague, co-operated

heartily with the Governor-General,- whose influence over the

British in India, always great, had, by the vigour and success

of his recent measures, been considerably increased.

20 But, though the difficulties arising from factions within the

T'ouncil were at an end, another class of difficulties had be-

come more pi'essing than ever. The financial embarrassment

was extreme. Hastings had to find the means not only of

carrying on the government oi Bengal, but of maintaining a

most costly war against both Indian and European enemies in

the Oarnatic, and of making remittanpes to England. A few

years before this time he had obtained relief by plundering

the Mogul and enslaving the Eohillas ; nor were the resources

of bis fruitful mind by any means exhausted.

30 His first design was on Benares, a city which in wealth,

population, dignity, and sanctity, was among the foremost of

Asia. It was commonly believed that half a milli<m of

human beings was crowded into that labyrinth of lofty alleys,

rich with shi'ines, and minarets, and balconies, and carved

oriels, to which the sacred apes clung by hundreds. The

traveller could scarcely make his way through the press of

holy mendicants and not less holy bulls. The broad and

stately flights of steps, which descended from these swarming

haunts to the bathing places along the Ganges, were worn

40 every day by the footsteps of an innumerable multitude of

worshippers. The schools and temples drew crowds of pious

Hindoos from every province where the Brahminical faith was
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known. Huinlreds of devotees came thither every month to

die ; for it was l)elieved that a peculiarly happy fate awaited

the man who should pass from the sacred city into the sacred

river. 'Nor was superstition the only motive which allured

strangers to that great metropolis. T'onimerce had as many

pilgrims as religion. All along the shores of the venerable

stream lay great fleets of vessels laden with rich merchandise.

From the looms of Benares went forth the most delicate silks

that adorned the balls of St. James's ami of Versailles ; and

in the bazaars, tlie muslins of Bengal and the sabres of Oude 10

were mingled with the jewels of fiolconda and the shawls of

Cashmere. This rich capital and the surrounding tract had

long been under the immediate rule of a Hindoo prince, who
rendered homage to the Mogul emperors. During the great

anarchy of India the lords of Benares became independent of

the Court of Delhi, but were compelled to submit to the

authority of the Nabob of Cude. Oppressed by this formid-

<able neighl)our, they invoke<l the protection of the English.

The English protection was given ; and at length the Nabob

Vizier, by a solemn treaty, ceded all his rights over Benares 20

to the Company. From that time the Rajah was the vassal

of the government of Bengal, acknowledged its supremacj%

and engaged to send an annual tribute to Fort William. This

tribute Cheyte i^ing, the reigning prince, had pai.l ^^ith strict

punctuality.

About the precise nature of the legal relation between the

Company and the Rajah of Benares there has been much
warm and acute controversy. ' On the one side, it has been

maintained that Cheyte Sing was merely a great subject on

whom the superior power had a right to call for ai<l in the 30

necessities of the empire. On the other side, it has been

contended that he was an independent prince, that the only

claim which the Company had upon him was for a fixed

tribute, and that, while the iixed tribute was regularly paid,

as it assuredly was, the English had no more right to exact

anj' further contribution from him than to demand subsidies

from Holland or Denmark. Nothing is easier than to fiu<l

precedents and analogies in favour of either view.

Our own impression is that neither view is correct. It was

too much the habit of English politicians to take it for granted 40
that there was in India a known and definite constitution by

which questions of this kind were to be decided. The truth
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is, that during the interval which elapsed between the fall of

the house of Tamerlane and the establishment of the British

ascendancy, there was no such censtitutiou. The old order

of things had passed away ; the new order of things ^vas not

yet formed. All was transition, confusion, obscurity. Eveiy^-

body kept his head as he best might, and scrambled for what-

ever he could get. There have been similar seasons in

Eui'ope. The time of the dissolution of the Carlovingian

empire is an instance. Who would think of seriously dis-

10 cussing the question, what extent of pecuniary aid and of

obedience Hugh Capet had a constitutional right to demand

from the Duke of Brittany or the Duke of Normandy ? The

words "constitutional right" had, in that state of society, no

meaning. If Hugh Capet laid hands on all the possessions

of the Duke of Normandy, this might be unjust and im-

moral ; but it would not be illegal, in the sense in which the

ordinances of Charles the Tenth were illegal. If, on the

other hand, the Duke of Normandy made war on Hugh

Capet, this might be unjust and immoral ; but it would not

20 be illegal, in the sen.se in which the expedition of Prince

Louis Bonajjarte was illegal.

Very similar to this was the state of India sixty years ago.

Of the existing governments, not a single one could lay claim

to legitimacy, or could plead any other title than recent oc-

cupation. There was scarcely a province in which the real

sovereignty and the nominal sovereignty were nut disjoined.

Titles and forms were still retained which implied that the

heir of Tamerlane was an absolute ruler, and that the Nabobs

of the provinces were his lieutenants. In reality, he was a

30 captive. The Nabobs were in some places independent

princes. In other places, as in Bengal and the Carnatic,

they had, like their master, become mere phantoms, and the

Company was supreme. Among the Mahrattas, again, the

heir of Sevajee still kept the title of Rajah ; but he was a

prisoner, and his prime minister, the Peshwa, had become

the hereditary chief of the state. The Peshwa, in his turn,

was fast sinking into the same degraded situation into which

he had reduced the Rajah. It was, we believe, impossible to

find, from the Himalayas to Mysore, a single government

40 which was at once a government ih facto and a government

df jure, which possessed the pliysical means of making itself

feared by its neighbours and subjects, and which had at
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the same time tlie authuiity <leriveil from law ami long

prescrii)tion.

Hastings clearly ilisoernetl wiiat was hidden from most of

his contemporaries, that such a state of things gave immense

advantages to a ruler of great talents and few scruples. In

every international (juestion that could arise, he had his

option between the ile facto ground and the tie jure ground
;

and the probability was that one of those grounds would sus-

tain any claim that it might be convenient for him to make,

and enable him to resist any claim made by others. In every 10

controversy, accordingly, he resorted to the plea which suited

his immediate purjiose, without troubling himself in the least

about consistency ; aud thus he scarcely ever failed to find

what, to pej'sous of short memories and scanty information,

seemed to be a justification for what he wanted to do. Sotne-

times the Nabob of Bengal is a shadow, sometimes a monarch.

Sometimes the Vizier is a mere deputy, sometimes an inde-

pendent potentate. If it is expedient for the Company to

show some legal title to the revenues of Bengal, the grant

under the seal of the Mogul is brought forward as an instru- 20
ment of the highest authority. When the Mogul asks for

the rents which were reserved to him by that very grant, he

is told that he is a mere pageant, that the English power

rests on a very different foundation from a charter given by

him ; that he is welcome to play at royaltj' as long as he likes,

but that he must expect no tribute from the real masters

of lutlia.

It is true that it was in the power of others, as well as of

Hastings, to practice this legerdemain ; but in the controver-

sies of governments, sophistry is of little use unless it be 30
backed by power. There is a principle which Hastings was

fond of asserting in the strongest terms, and on which he

acted with undeviating steadiness. It is a principle which,

we must own, though it may be grosslj' abused, can hardly be

disputed in the jjresent state of public law. It is this, that

where an ambiguous question arises between two govern-

ments, there is, if they cannot agree, no appeal except to

force, and that the opinion of the stronger must prevail. Al-

most every (question was ambiguous in India. The English

government was the strongest in India. The consequences 40

are obvious. The English government might do exactly

what it chose.
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The English government now chose to wring money out of

Cheyte Sing. It had formerly been convenient to treat him

as a sovereign prince ; it was now convenient to ti'eat him as

a subject. Dexterity inferior to that of Hastings could easily

find, in the general chaos of laws and customs, arguments for

either course. Hastings wanted a great supply. It was

known that Cheyte Sing had a large revenue, and it was

suspected that he had accumulated a treasure. Nor was he a

favourite at Calcutta. He had, when the (lovernor-rieneral

10 was in great difficulties, courted the favour nf Francis and

Glavering. Hastings, who, less perhaps from evil passions

than from policy, seldom left an injury unpunished, was not

sorry that the fate of Cheyte Sing should teach neighboui'ing

princes the same lesson which the fate of Nyncomar had

already impressed on the inhabitants of Bengal.

In 1778, on the first bi'eakiug out of the war with France,

Cheyte Sing was called upon to pay, in addition to his fixed

tribute, an extraordinary contribution of fifty thousand

pounds. In 1779, an equal sum was exacted. In 1780, the

20 demand was renewed. Cheyte Sing, in the hope of obtaining

some indulgence, secretly offered tlie (Tovernor-General a bribe

of twenty thousand pounds. Hastings took the money, and his

enemies have maintained that he took it intending to keep it.

He cei'tainly concealed the transaction, for a time, both from

the Council in Bengal anil from the Directors at home ; nor

did he ever give any satisfactory reason for the concealment.

Public spirit, or the fear of detection, at last determined him

to withstand the temptation. He paid over the bribe to the

Company's treasurj', and insisted that the Kajah should in-

;30 tantly comply with the demands of the English government.

The Rajah, after the fashion of his countrymen, shuffled, so-

licited, and pleaded poverty. The grasp of Hastings was not

to be so eluded. He added to the requisition another ten

thousand pounds as a fine for delay, and sent troops to exact

the money.

The money was paid. But this was not enough. The late

events in the south of India hail increased the financial em-

barassments of the ("ompanj'. Hastings was determined to

plunder Cheyte Sing, and, for that end, to fasten «^ quarrel

40 on him. Accordingly, the Rajah was now required to keep a

body of cavalry for the service of the British government.

He objected and evaded. This was exactly what the (iover-

1



THK PLINDEK OF C'HKYTF. SING. 59

nor-(icneial waiitefl. He had now a pretext for treating the

-wealthiest of his vassels as a criminal. " I resolved,"—these

are the words of Hastings himself,— " to draw from his guilt

the means of relief of the Company's distresses, to make him

pay largely for his pardon, or to exact a severe vengence for

past delinciuency." The plan was simply this, to demand

larger and larger contrilnitions till the Rajah should be driven

to remonstrate, then to call his remonstrance a crime, and to

punish him by confiscating all his ])ossessions.

Cheyte Sing was in the greatest dismay. He offered two 10

hundred thousan<l pounds to propitiate the British govern-

ment. But Hastings replied that nothing less than half a

million wouM l>e accepted. Nay. he began to think of selling

Benares to Oude, as he had formerly sold Allahabad to Ro-

hilcimd. The matter was one which could not be well managed

at a distance ; and Hastings resolved to' visit Benares.

Cheyte Sing received his liege lord with every mark of

reverence, came near sixty miles, with his guards, to meet

and escort the illustrious visitor, and expressed his deep con-

cern at the displeasure of the P]nglish. He even took ofiF his 20
tui'Vian. and laid it in the lap of Hastings, a gesture which in

India marks the most profound submission and devotion.

Hastings behaved with cold and repulsive severity. * Having

arrived at Benares, he sent to the Rajah a paper containing

the demands of the Covernment of Bengal The Rajah, in

reply, attempted to clear himself from the accusations brought

against him. Hastings, who wanted money not excuses, was

not to be put off by the ordinary artifices of Eastern nego-

tiation. He instantly ordered the Rajah to be arrested and

placed under the custody of two companies of sepoys. 30

In taking these strong, measures, Hastings scarcely showed

his usual judgment. It is possible that, having had little

opportunity of personally observing any part of the population

of India, expect the Bengalees, he was not full)- aware of the

difference between their character and that of the tribes which

inhabit the upper provinces. He was now in a land far more

favfiurable to the \-igour of the human frame than the Delta of

the Ganges ; in a land fruitful of soldiers, who have been found

worthy to follow English battalions to tire charge and into the

breach. The Rajah was popular among his subjects. His 40

administration had been mild ; and the prosperity of the dis-

trict which he governed presented a striking contrast to the
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depressed state of Bahar under our rule, and a still more
striking contrast to the misery of the provinces which was
cursed by the tyranny of the Nabob Vizier. The national and

religions prejudices with which the English were regarded

throughout India, were peculiarly intense in the metropolis of

the Brahminical superstition. It can therefore scarcely be

doubted that the Governor-General, before he outraged the

dignity of Cheyte Sing by an arrest, ought to have assembled

a force capable of bearing down all oijposition. This had not

10 been done. The handful of sepoys who attended Hastings

would probably have been sufficient to overawe Moorshedabad,

or the Black Town of Calcutta. But they were unequal to a

conflict with the hardy rabble of Benares. The streets

surrounding the palace were filled by an immense multitude,

of whom a large proportion, as is usual in Upper India, wore

arras. The tumult became a fight and the fight a massacre.

The English officers defended themselves witli desperate cour-

age against overwhelming numbers, and fell, as became them,

sword in hand. The sepoys were butchered. The gates were

20 forced. The captive prince, neglected by his gaolers during

the confusion, discovered an outlet which opened on the pre-

cipitous bank of the Ganges, let himself down to the water by
a string- made of the turbans of his attendants, found a boat,

and escaped to the opposite shore.

If Hastings had, by indiscreet violence, brought himself into

a difficult and perilous situation, it is only just to acknow-

ledge that he extricated himself with even more than his

usual ability and presence of mind. He had only fifty men
with him. The building in which he had taken up his resi-

30 dence was on every side blockaded by the insurgents. But

his fortitude remained unshaken. The Ptajah from the other

side of the river sent apologies and liberal ofifers. They were

not even answered. Some subtle and enterprising men were

found who undertook to pass through the throng of enemies,

and to convey the intelligence of the late events to the

English cantonments. It is the fashion of the natives of In-

dia to wear large earrings of gold. When they travel, the

rings are laid aside, lest the precious metal should tempt some

gang of robbers ; and, in place of the ring, a quill or a roll of

40 paper is inserted in the orifice to prevent it from closing.

Hastings placed in the ears of his messengers letters rolled up

in the smallest compass. Some of these letters were ad-



BKXARKS ANNKXKl). til

dressed to the coinmaiidurs of Eiiglisli troops. One was
written to assure his wife of his safety. One was to the en-

voy whom he had sent to negotiate with the Mahrattas.

Instructions for the negotiation were needed, and the Gover-

nor-(ieueral framed them in that situation of extreme danger

with as much composure as if he iiad l)ecn writing in his

palace at Calcutta.

Things, however, were not yet at the worst. An English

officer of more spirit than judgment, eager to distinguish him-

self, made a premature attack on the insurgents beyond the 10

river. His troops were entangled in narrow stieets, and as-

saile<l by a furious population. He fell, with many of his

men, and tlie survivors were forced to retire.

This event produced the effect which has never failed to

follow every check, however slight, sustained in India by the

English arms. For hundi-eds of miles round the whole coun-

try was in commotion. 'I'he entire population (*f the district

of Benares took arms. The fields were abandoned by the

husbandmen, who thronged to defend their prince. The in-

fection spread to Oude. The oppressed people of that 20
province rose up against the Nabob Vizier, refused to pay

their imposts, and jjut the revenue officers to flight. Even
Bahar was ripe for revolt. The hopes of Cheyte Sing began

to rise. Instead of imploring mercy in the humble style of

a vassal, he began to talk the language of a conqueror, and

threatened, it was said, to sweep the white usurpers out of

the land. But the English troops were now assembling fast.

The officers, and even the private men, regarded the Gover-

nor-General with enthusiastic attachment, and flew to his aid

with an alacrity which, as he boasted, had never been shown 30
on any other occasion. Major Popham, a brave and skilful

soldier, Avho had highly distinguished himself in the Mahratta

war, and in whom the Governor-(jeneral rejiosed the greatest

confidence, took the command. The tumultuary army of the

Rajah was put to rout. His fastnesses were stormed. In a

few hours above thirtj' thousand men left his standard and
returned to their onlinary avocations. The unliappj' pi-ince

fled from his country forever. His fair domain Avas added to

the Britisli dominions. One of his relations indeed was ap-

pointed Rajah ; but the Rajah of Benares was henceforth to 40

be, like the Nabob of Bengal, a mere pensioner.

By this revolution an addition of two hundred thousand
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pounds a year was made to the reveuues of the Company.
But the immediate relief was not as great as had been ex-r

pected. The treasure laid up by (.'heyte Sing had been pop-

ularly estimated at a million sterling. It turned out to be

about a fourth part of that sum ; and, such as it was, it was
seized by the army and divided as prize money.

Disapijointed in his expectations from Benares, Hastings

M as more violent than he would otherwise have been in his

dealings with Oude. Sujah Dowlah had long been dead. His

10 son and successor, Asaph-ul-Dowlah, was one of the weakest

and most vicious even of Eastern princes. His life was
divided between torpid repose and the most odious forms of

sensuality. In his covirt there was boundless waste ; through-

out his dominions, wretchedness and disorder. He had been,

under the skilful management of the English government,

gradually sinking from the rank of an independent prince to

that of a vassal of the Oompany. It was only by the help of

a Britisli brigade that he could be secure from the aggressions

of neighbours who despised his weakness, and from the ven-

20 geauce of subjects who detested his tyranny. A brigade wa»
furnished, and he engaged to defray the charge of paying and

maintaining it. From that time his independence was at an

end. Hastings was not a man to lose the advantage which he

had thus gained. • The Nabob soon began to complain of the

burden which he had undertaken to bear. His revenues, he

said, were falling off ; his servants were unpaid ; he could no

longer support the expense of the arrangement which he had

sanctioned. Hastings would not listen to these representa-

tions. The Vizier, he said, had invited the Government of

30 Bengal to send him troops, and had promised to pay for them

.

The troops had been sent. How long the troops were to

remain in Oude was a matter not settled by the treaty. It

remained, therefore, to be settled between the contracting

parties. But the contracting parties differed. Who then

must decide ? The stronger.

Hastings also argued that, if the English force was with-

drawn, Uude would certainly become a prey to anarchy, and

would probably be overrun by a Mahratta army. That the

finances of Oude were embarrassed, he admitted. But he

40 contended, not without reason, that the embarrassment was

to be attributed to the incapacity and vices of Asaph-ul-

Dowlah liimself, and that if less were spent on the troops.
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the only otfcct would be that more would be sciuandered

on worthless favourites.

Hastings had intended, after settling the affairs of Benares,

to visit Lucknow, and there to confer with Asaph-ul-Dowlah.

Hut the obsequious courtesy of the Nabob Vizier prevented

this visit. With a small train he hastened to meet the Gov-

eruor-Ueueral. An interview took place in the fortress which,

from the crest of the precipitous rock of Chuuar, looks down
ou the waters of the (iauges.

At Hi'st sight it might appear impossible that the negotia- 10

tion should come to an amicable close. Hastings wanted an

extraorilinary supply of money. Asaph ul-Dowlah wanted

to obtain a remission of what he already owed. Such a dif-

ference seemed to admit of no compromise. There was, how-

ever, one course satisfactory to both sides, one course by

which it was possible to relieve the finances both of Oude and

of Bengal ; and that course was adopted. It was simply

this, that the Governor-(jeneral and the Xabob Vizier should

join to rob a third party ; and the third party whom they de-

termined to rob was the parent of one of the robbers. 20

The mother of the late Nabob, and his wife, who was the

mother of the present Nabob, were known as the Begums or

Princesses of Oude. They hael possessed great influence over

.Sujah Dowlah, and had, at his death, been left in possession

of a splendid dotation. The domains of which they received

the rents and administered the government were of wide ex-

tent. The treasure hoarded by the late Nabob, a treasure

which was jjopularly estimated at near three millions sterling,

was in their hands. They continued to occupy his favourite

palace at Fyzabad, the Beautiful Dwelling ; while Asaph-ul- :^0

Dowlah held his court in the stately Lucknow, which he had
built for himself on the shores of the Goomti, and had adorned

with noble mosques and colleges.

Asapli-ul-Dowlah had already extorted considerable sums

from his mother. She had at length appealed to the English
;

and the English had interfered. A solemn compact had been

made, by which she consented to give her son some pecuniary

assistance, and he in his turn promised never to commit any
further invasion of her rights. This compact was formally

guaranteed by the government of Bengal. But times had 40
changed ; money was wanted ; and the power which had
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given the guarantee was not ashamed to instigate the spoiler

to excesses such that even he shrank from them.

It was necessary to lind some pretext for a conliscation in-

consistent, not merely with plighted faith, not merely with

the ordinary rules of humanity and justice, but also with

that great law of filial piety which, even in the wildest tribes

of savages, even in those more degraded communities which
wither under the influence of a corrupt half-civilization, re-

tains a certain authority over the human mind. A pretext

10 was the last thing that Hastings was likely to want. The
insurrection at Benares had produced disturbances in Oude.

These disturbances it was convenient to impute to the Prin-

cesses. Evidence for the imputation there was scarcely any
;

unless reports wandei'ing from one mouth to another, and

gaining something by every transmission, may be called evi-

dence. The accused were furnished with no charge ; they

were permitted to make no defence ; for the Governor-Gen-

eral wiselj^ considered that, if he tried them, he might not be

able to find a ground for plundering them. It was agreed

120 l)etween him and the Nabob Vizier that the noble ladies

should, by a sweeping act of confiscation, be stripped of their

domains and treasures for the benefit of the Company, and

that the sums thus obtained should be accepted by the go\-

erument of Bengal in satisfactit)n of its claims on the govern-

ment of Oude.

While Asaph-ul-Dowlali was at Chunar he was completely

subjugated by the clear and commanding intellect of the

English statesman. But, when they had separated, the

Vizier began to reflect with uneasines.s on the engagements

v$0 into which he had entered. His mother and grandmother

protested and implored. His heart, deeply corrupted by ab-

solute power and licentious pleasures, yet not naturally un-

feeling, failed, him in this crisis. Even the English resident

at Lucknow, though hitherto devoted to Hastings, shrank

from extreme measures. But the < lOvernor-General was in-

exorable. He wrote to the resident in terms of the greatest

severity, and declared that if the spoliation which had been

agreed upon were not instantly carried into effect, he would

himself go to Luckuow, and do that from which feebler minds

40 recoil with dismay. The resident, thus menaced, waited on

his highness, and insisted that the treaty of Chuuar should

be carried into full and immediate effect. Asaph-nl-Dowlah
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^k'iekleil, making at tlie same time a solemn protestation that

lie yieliletl to compulsion . The lands were resumed ; bnt the

treasure was not so easily obtained. It was necessary to use

violence. A body of the Company's troops marched to

Fyzabad, and forced the gates of the palace. The Princesses

were confined to their own apartments. But still they re-

fused to submit. Some more stringent mode of coercion was

to be found. A mode was found, of which, even at this dis-

tance of time, we cannot .speak without shame and Shrrow.

There were at Fyzabad two ancient men, belonging to that 10

unhappy class which a practice, of immemorial antiquity in

the East, has excluded from the pleasures of love and from

the hope of posterity. It has always been held in Asiatic

courts that beings thus estranged from sympathy with their

kind are those whom princes may most safely trust. Sujah

Dowlah hod been of this opinion. He had given his entire

confidence to the two eunuchs ; and after his death they

remained at the head of the household of his widow.

These men were, by the orders of the British government,

.seized, imprisoned, ironed, starved almost to death, in order 20

to extort money from the Princesses. After they had been

two months in confinement, their health gave way. They im-

plored permission to take a little exercise in the garden of their

prison. The officer who was in charge of them stated that, if

tliey were allowed this indulgence, there was not the smallest

chance of their escaping, and that their irons really added

nothing to the security of the custody in which they were

kept. He did not understand the plan of his superiors.

Their object in these inflictions was not security but torture
;

and all mitigation was refused. Yet this was not the worst. ,30

It was resolved by an English government that these two in-

firm old men should be delivered to the tormentors. For that

l)urpose they were removed to Lucknow. What horrors their

dungeon there witnessed can only be guessed. But there re-

mains on the records of Parliament, this letter, written by a

British resident to a British soldier.

" Sir, the Nabob having determined to inflict corporal

punishment upon the prisoners under your guard, this is to

desire that his officers, when they shall come, may have free

access to the prisoners, and l)e permitted to do with them as 40

they shall see proper."

While these barbarities were perpetrated at Lucknow, the
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Princesses were still under duress at Fyzabad. Food was
allowed to euter their apartments only in such scanty quanti-

ties that their female attendants were in danger of perishing

with hunger. Month after month this cruelty continued,

till at length, after twelve hundred thousand pounds had been

wrung out of the Princesses, Hastings began to think that he

had really got to the bottom of their coffers, and that no

rigour could extort more. Then at length the wretched men
who were detained at Lucknow regained their liberty. When

10 their irons were knocked off and the doors of their prison

opened, their quivering lips, the tears which ran down their

cheeks, and the thanksgivings which they poured forth to the

common Father of Mussulmans and Christians, melted even

the stout hearts of the English warriors who stood by.

But we must not forget to do justice to Sir Elijah Impe5''s

conduct on this occasion. It was not indeed easy for him to

intrude himself into a business so entirely alien from all his

official duties. But there was something inexpressibly allur-

ing, we must suppose, in the peculiar rankness of the infamy

20 which was then to be got at Lucknow. He hurried thither

as fast as relays of palanquin-bearers could carry him. A
crowd of people came before him with affidavits against the

Begums, ready drawn in their hands. Those affidavits he

did not read. Some of them, indeed, he could not read, for

they were in the dialects of Northern India, and no interpre-

ter was employed. He administered the oath to the de-

ponents with all possible expedition, and asked not a single

question, not even whether they had perused the statements

to which they swore. This work performed, he got again

HO into his palanquin and posted back to Calcutta, to be in time

for the opening of term. The cause was one which, by his

own confession, lay altogether out of his jurisdiction. Under

the charter of justice, he had no more right to inquire into

crimes committed by Asiatics in Oude than the Lord Presi-

dent of the Court of Session of Scotland to hold an assize at

Exeter. He had no right to try the Begums, nor did he pre-

tend to try them. With what object, then, did he undertake

so long a journey ? Evidently in order that he might give, in

an irregular manner, that sanction which in a regidar manner

40 he could not give to the crimes of those who had recently

hired him ; and in order that a confused mass of testimony

which he did not sift, which he did not even read, might
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acquire an authoritj- not properly belonging to it. from the

signature of the highest judicial fuQctionary in India.

The time was approaching, however, when he was to be

stripi>ed of that rohe whicli has never, since the Revolution,

been disgi-aced so foully as by him. The state of India had

for some time occupied unich of the attention of the British

Parliament. Towards the close of the American war two

committees of the Comjnous sat on Eastern afiFairs. In one

Edmund Burke took the lead. The other was under the

presidency of the able and versatile Henry Dundas, then 10

Lord Advocate of Scotland. Great as are the changes which,

during the last sixty years, have taken place in our Asiatic

dominions, the reports which those committees laid on the

table of the House will still be found mo.st interesting and

instructive.

There was as yet no connection between the Comjjany and

either of the great parties in the State. The ministers had

no motive to defend Indian abuses. On the contrai'y, it was

for their interest to show, if possible, that the government

and patronage of our Oriental empire might, with advantage 20

be transferred to themselves. The votes, therefore, which,

in consequence of the reports made by the two committees,

were passed by the Commons, breathed the spirit of stern and

indignant justice. The severest epithets were applied to

several of the measures of Hastings, especially to the Rohilla

war ; and it was resolved, on the motion of Mr. Dundas, that

the Company ought to recall a Governor-General who had

brought such calamities on the Indian people, and such dis-

honour on the British name. An Act was passed for limiting

the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court. The bargain which 30

Hastings had made with the Chief Justice was condemned in

the strongest terms, and an address was presented to the

King, praying that Impey might be summoned home to an-

swer for his misdeeds.

Impey was recalled by a letter from the Secretary of State.

But the i^roprictors of India stock resolutely refused to dis-

miss Hastings from their service, and passed a resolution

affirming, what was undeniably true, that they were intrusted

by law with the right of naming and removing their Gover-

nor-General, and that they were not bound to obey the direc- 40

tions of a single branch of the legislature "with respect to such

nomination or removal.



G8 WARREN HASTIiNGS.

Thus siiImported l)y his employers, Hastings remained at

the head of the government of Bengal till the spring of 1785.

His administration, so eventful and stormy, closed in almost

perfect quiet. In the Council there was no regular ojSpl)-

sition to his measures. Peace was restored to India. The
MahrdTtta war had ceased. Hyder was no more. A treaty

had been concluded with his son, Tippoo ; and the Carnatic

had been evacuated by the armies of Mysore. Since the ter-

mination of the American war, England Iiad no European

10 enemy or rival in the Eastern seas.

On a general review of the long administration of Hastings,

it is impossible to denj' that, against the great crimes by

which it is blemished, we have to set off great public ser-

vices. England had passed through a perilous crisis. She

still, indeed, maintained her jdace in the foremost I'ank of

European powers ; and the manner in which she had defend-

ed herself against fearful odds had inspired surnmnding

nations with a high opinion both of her spirit and of her

strength. Nevertheless, in every part of the world, except

20 one, she had been a loser. Not only had she been compelled

to acknowledge the independence of thirteen colonies peopled

by her children, and to conciliate the Irish by giving up the

right of legislating for them ; but in the Mediterranean, in

the Gulf of Mexico, on the coast of Africa, on the continent

of America, she had been compelled to cede the fruits of her.

victories in former wars. Spain regained Minorca and Flor-

ida ; France regained Senegal, Goree, and several West

Indian Islands. The only quarter of the world in which

Britain had lost nothing was the quarter in which her inter-

30 ests had been committed to the care of Hastings. In spite

of the utmost exertions both of European and Asiatic

enemies, the power of our country in the East had been

greatly augmented. Benares was subjected ; the Nabob

Vizier reduced to vassalage. That our influence had been

thus extended, nay, that Fort William and Fort St. George

had not been occupied by hostile armies, was owing, if we

may trust the general voice of the English in India, to the

skill and resolution of Hastings.

_ His internal administration, with all its blemishes, gives

(40 him a title to be considered as one of the most remarkable

men in our history. He dissolved the double government.

He transferred the direction of affairs to English hands. Out
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of a frightful anarchy he educed at least a rude and imperfect

order. The whole organization l)y which justice Avas dis-

pensed, revenue collected, ])eace maintained throughout a

teii-itory not inferior in population to the dominions. of Lewis

the Sixteenth or the Emperor Joseph, was formed and super-

intended by him. He boasted that every public office, with-

out exception, which existed when he left Bengal, was his

creation. It is quite true that this system, after all the im-

provements suggested by the exijerience of sixty years, still

needs improvement, and that it was at first far more defective 10

than it now is. But whoever seriously considers what it is

to construct from the beginning the whole of a machine so

vast and complex as a government, will allow that what

Hastings effected deserves high admiration. To compare the

most celebi'ated European ministers to him seems to us as

unjust as it would be to compare the best baker in London

with Robinson Crusoe, who, before he coiild bake a single

loaf, had to make his plough and his harrow, his fences and

his scarecrows, his sickle and his flail, his mill and his oven.

The just fame of Hastings rises still higher when we reflect 20

that he was not bred a statesman ; that he was sent from

school to a counting-house ; and that he was employed during

the prime of his manhood as a commercial agent, far from all

intellectual society.

Nor must Ave forget that all, or almost all, to whom, when
placed at the head of afTairs, he could apply for assistance,

were persons who owed as little as himself, or less than him-

self, to education. A minister in Europe finfls himself, on

the first day on which he commences his functions, surround-

ed by experienced public servants, the depositaries of official 30
traditions. Hastings had no such help. His own reflection,

his own energy, were to supjily the place of all Downing

Street and Somerset House. Having had no facilities for

learning, he was forced to teach. He had first to form him-

self, and then to form his instruments ; and this not in a

single department, but in all the departments of the admin-

istration.

It must be added, that while engaged in this most arduous

task, he w'as constantly trammelled by orders from home, and

frequently borne down by a majority in Council. The preser- 40
vation of an empire from a formidable coml)ination of foreign

enemies, the construction of a government in all its parts.
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were accomplished by him, while every ship brought out bales

of censure from his employers, and while the records of every

consultation were filled with acrimonious minutes by his col-

leagues. We believe that there never was a public man
whose temper was so severely tried ; not Marlborough, when

thwarted by the Dutch Deputies ; not Wellington, when he

had to deal at once with the Portuguese Ptegency, the Spanish

Juntas, and Mr. Percival. But the temper of Hastings was

equal to almost any trial. It was not sweet ; but it was

10 calm. Quick and vigorous as his intellect was, the patience

with which he endured the most cruel vexations till a remedy

could be found resembled the patience of stupidity. He
seems to have been capable of resentment, bitter and long

enduring
; yet his resentment so seldom hurried him into any

blunder that it maj' be doubted whether what appeared to be

revenge was anything but policy.

The effect of this singular equanimity was, that he always

had the full command of all the resources of one of the most

fertile minds that ever existed. Accordingly no complication

20 of perils and embarrassments could perplex him. For every

difficulty he had a contrivance ready ; and, whatever may be

thought of the justice and humanity of some of his contriv-

ances, it is certain that they seldom failed to serve the pur-

pose for which they were designed.

Together with this extraordinary talent for devising expe-

dients, Hastings possessed, in a very high degree, another

talent scarcely less necessary to a man in liis situation ; we

mean the talent for conducting political controversy. It is as

necessary to an English statesman in the East that he should

30 be able to write, as it is to a minister in this country that he

should be able to speak. It is chiefly by the oratory of a

public man here that the nation judges of his powers. It is

from the letters and reports of a public man in India that the

dispensers of patronage form their estimate of him. In each

case, tlie talent which receives peculiar encouragement is de-

veloped, perhaps at the expense of the other powers. In

this country we sometimes here men speak above their abili-

ties. It is not very unusual to find gentlemen in the Indian

service who write above their abilities. The English poli-

40 tician is a little too much of a debater ; the Indian politician

a little too much of an essayist.

- ^^Oi the numerous servants of the Company who have dis-
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tinguished themselves as fraiiiers of minutes and despatches,

Hastings stands at the head. He was indeed the person who
gave to the otticial writing of the Indian governments the

character which it still retains. He was matched against no

common antagonist. But even Francis was forced to ac-

knowledge, with sullen and resentful candour, that there was-

no contending against the pen of Hastings. And, in truth,

the Governor-General's power of making o\it a case, of per-

plexing what it was inconvenient that people should under-

stand, and of setting in the clearest point of view whatever 10

would bear the light, was incomparable. His style must l)e

praised with some reservation. It was in general forcible,

l)ure, and polished ; but it was sometimes, though not often,

turgid, and on one or two occasions even bombastic. Perhaps

the fondness of Hastings for Persian literature may have

tended to corrupt his taste.

And, since we have referred to his literaiy tastes, it would

be most unjust not to praise the judicious encouragement

which, as a ruler, he gave to liberal studies and curious re-

searches. His patronage was extended, with prudent gene- 20
rosity, to voyages, travels, expei-imeuts, jjublications. He
did little, it is true, towards introducing into India the learn-

ing of the West. To make the j^oung natives of Bengal

familiar with Milton and Adam Smith, to substitute the

geography, astronomy, and surgery of Europe for the dotages

of the Brahmiuical superstition, or for the imperfect science

of ancient Greece transfused through Arabian expositions,

this was a scheme reserved to crown the beneficent adminis-

tration of a far more \'irtuous ruler. Still, it is impossible to

refuse high commendation to a man who, taken from a ledger 30
to govern an empire, overwhelmed by public business, sur-

rounded by people as busy as himself, and separated by

thousands of leagues from almost all literary society, gave,

both by his example and by his munificence, a great impulse

to learning. In Persian and Arabic literature he was deeply

skilled. With the Sanscrit he was not himself acquainted ;

but those who first brought that language to the knowledge

of European students owed much to his encouragement. It

was under his protection that the Asiatic Society commenced
its honourable career. That distinguished body selected him 40

to be its first president, but, with excellent taste and feeling,

he declined the honour in favour of Sir William Jones. But
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the chief advantage which the student of Oriental letters de-

rived from his patronage remains to be mentioned. The

Pundits of Bengal had always looked with great jealousy on

the attempts of foreigners to jjry into those mysteries which

were locked up in the sacred dialect. The Brahminical re-

ligion had been persecuted by the Mahommedans. What the

Hindoos knew of the spirit of the Portiiguese Government

might warrant them in aj^prehending persecution from Cliris-

tians. That apprehension the wisdom and moderation of

10 Hastings removed. He was the lirst foreign ruler who suc-

ceeded in gaining the confidence of the hereditary priests of

India, and who induced them to lay open to English scholars

the secrets of the old Brahminical theology and jurispru-

dence.

It is, indeed, impossible to deny that in the great art of

inspiring large masses of human beings with confidence and

attachment, no ruler ever surpassed Hastings. If he had

made himself popular with the English by giving up the

Bengalees to extortion and oppression, or if, on the other

20 hand, he had conciliated the Bengalees and alienated the

English, there would have been no cause for wonder. What
is peculiar to him is that, being the chief of a small band of

.strangers, who exercised boundless power over a great indi-

genous population, he made himself beloved both by the sub-

ject many and bj^ the dominant' few. The affection felt for

him by the civil service was singularly ardent and constant.

Through all his disasters and perils, his brethren stood by

him with steadfast loyalty. The army, at tlie same time,

loved him as armies have seldom loved any but the greatest

30 chiefs who have led them to victory. Even in his disputes

with distinguished militarj' men, he could always count on

the support of the military profession. While such was his

empire over the hearts of his countrymen, he enjoyed among

the natives a popularity such as other Governors have per-

haps better merited, but such as no other Governor has been

able to attain. He spoke their vernacular dialects with

facility and precision. He was intimately acquainted with

their feelings and usages. On one or' two occasions, for great

ends, he deliberately acted in defiance of their opinion ; but

40 on such occasions he gained more in their respect than he lost

in their love. In general, he carefully avoided all that could

shock their national or religious prejudices. His administra-
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tion was iiuleeil in many vespet-ts faulty ; l)ut the Bengalee

standard of good government Avas not high. Under the Na-

bohs, the hurricane of Mahratta cavalry had passed annually

over the rich alluvial plain. But even the Mahratta shrank

from a couHict with the mighty children of the sea ; and the

immense rice harvests of the Lower Ganges were safely

gathered in under the protection of the English sword. The
first English con([uerors had been more rapacious and merci-

less even than the Mahrattas ; but that generation had

passed away. Defective as was the police, heavy as were the 10

public burdens, it is probable that the oldest man in Bengal

could not recollect a season of equal security and prosperity.

For the first time within living memory the province was

placed under a government strong enough to prevent others

from robbing, and not inclined to play the robber itself.

These things inspired good-will. At the same time, the con-

stant success of Hastings and the manner in which he extri-

cated himself from every difficulty macje him an object of

superstitious admiration ; and the more than regal splendour

which he sometimes displayed dazzled a people who have 20

much in common with children. Even now, after the lapse

of more than fifty years, natives of India still talk of him

as the greatest of the English ; and nurses sing children to

sleep with a jingling ballad about the fleet horses and richly

caparisoned elephants of Sahib Warren Hostein.

The gravest offence of which Hastings was guiltj^ did not

affect his popularity with the people of Bengal ; for those

offences were committed against neighbouring states. Those

offences, as our readers must have i)erceived, we are not dis

posed to vindicate
; yetf in order that the censure may be 30^

justly apportioned to the transgression, it is fit that the motive

of the criminal should be taken into consideration. The

motive which prompted the worst acts of Hastings was mis-

directed and ill-regt;lated public spirit. The rules of justice,

the sentiments of humanity, the plighted faith of treaties,

were in his view as nothing, when opposed to the immediate

interest of the State. This is no justification, according to the

principles either of morality, or of what we believe to be

identical with morality, namely far-sighted policy. Never-

theless, the common sense of mankind, which in questions of 40

this sort seldom goes far wrong, will always i-ecognise a ilis-

tinction between crimes which originate in an inordinate zeal

3
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for the Gonimonwealth, and crimes which originate in selfish

cupidity. To the benefit of this distinction Hastings is fairly

entitled. There is, we conceive, no reason to suspect that the

Rohilla war, the revolution of Benares, or the spoliation of the

Princesses of Oude, added a rupee to his fortune. We will

not affirm that, in all pecuniary dealings, he showed that punc-

tilious integrity, that dread of the faintest appearance of evil,

which is now the glory of the Indian civil service. But when
the school in which he had been trained, and the temptations

to which he was exposed are considered, we are more inclined

/ to praise him for his general uprightness with respect to

I monej-, than rigidly to blame him for a few transactions

' which would now be called indelicate and irregular, but which

even now would hardly be designated as corrupt. A rapa-

cioiis man he certainly was not. Had he been so, he would

infallibly have returned to his country the richest subject in

Europe. We speak within compass, when we say that, with-

out applying any extraordinary pressure, he might easily have

obtained from the zemindai's of the Company's provinces and

20 from neighbouring princes, in the course of thirteen years,

more than three millions sterling, and might have outshone

the splendour of Carlton House and of the Palais Royal. He
brought home a fortune such as a Governor-General, fond of

state, and careless of thrift, might easily, during so long

a tenure of office, save out of his legal salary. Mrs. Hastings,

we are afraid, was less scrupulous. It was generally believed

that she accepted presents with great alacrity, and that she

thus formed, without the connivance of her husband, a pri-

vate hoard amounting to several lacs of rupees. We are the

30 more inclined to give credit to this story because Mr. (ileig,

who cannot but have heard it, does not, as far as we have

observed, notice or contradict it.

The influence of Mrs. Hastings over her husband was in-

deed such that she might easily have obtained much larger

sums than she was ever accused of i-eceiving. At length her

health began to give way ; and the Governor-General, much

against his will, was compelled to send her to .England. He
seems to have loved her with that love which is peculiar to

men of stron? .-^inds, to men whose afl'ection is not_easilv

40 won or widely diffused. The talk of Calcutta ran for some

time on the luxurious manner in which he fitted up the round-

house of an Indiaman for her accommodation, on the profusion
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of sandal-wood and carved ivory which adorned her cabin,

and on the thousands of rupees which had been expended in

order to procure for her the society of an agreeable female

companion dui'ing the voyage. We may remark here that

the letters of Hastings to his wife are exceedingly character-

istic. They are tender, and full of indications of esteem and

confidence ; but, at the same time, a little moi-e ceremonious

than is usual in so intimate a relation. The solemn courtesy

with which he compliments " his elegant Marian '" reminds

us now and then of the dignitied air with which Sir Charles 10

Graudison bowed over Miss Byron's hand in the cedar par-

lour.

After some months Hastings prepared to follow his wife to

England. When it was announced that he was about to quit

his office, the feeling of the society which he had so long gov-

erned manifested itself by many signs. Addresses poured in

from Europeans and Asiatics, from civil functionaries, sol-

diers, and traders. On the day on which he delivered up the

keys of office, a crowd of friends and admirers formed a lane

to the quay where he embarked. Several barges escorted 20

him far down the river, and some attached friends refused to

quit him till the low coast of Bengal -was fading from the

view, and till the pilot was leaving the ship.

Of his voj'age little is known, except that he amused him-

self with books and with his pen ; and that among the com-

positions by which he beguiled the tediousness of that long

leisure, was a pleasing imitation of Horace's Otium Divos

rogat. This little poem was inscribed to Mr. Shore, after-

wards Lord Teigumouth, a man of whose integrity, humanity

and honour it is impossible to speak too highly, but who, like 30

some other excellent members of the civil service, extended

to the conduct of his friend Hastings an indulgence of which

his own conduct never stood in need.

The voyage was, for those times, very speedy. Hastings

was little more than four mouths on the sea. In .June, 1785,

he landed at Plymouth, posted to London, appeared at Court,

paid his respects in Leadenhall Street, and then retired with

his wife to Cheltenham.

He was greatly pleased with his reception. The King

treated him with marked distinction. The Queen, who had 4

already incurred much censure on account of the favour

which, in spite of the ordinary severitj' of her virtue, she
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had shown to the "elegant Marian, " was not less gracious to

Hastings. The Directors received him in a solemn sitting,

and their chairman read to him a vote of thanks, which they

had passed without one dissentient voice. " I find myself,"

said Hastings, in a letter written about a quarter of a j'ear

after his arrival in England, "I find myself everywhere, and

universally, treated with evidences, apparent even to my own
observation, that I possess the good opinion of my country."

The confident and exulting tone of his correspondence

10 about this time is the more remarkable because he had al-

ready received ample notice of the attack which was in

preparation. Within a week after he landed at Plymouth,

Burke gave notice in the House of Commons of a motion seri-

ously affecting a gentleman lately returned from India. The

session, however, was then so far advanced that it was impos-

sible to enter on so extensive and important a subject.

Hastings, it is clear, was not sensible of the danger of his

'position. Indeed, that sagacity, that judgment, that readi-

ness in devising exijedients, which had distinguished him in

20 the East, seemed now to have forsaken him ; not that his

abilities were at all impaired ; not that he was not still the

same man who had triumphed over Francis and N uncomar
;

who had made the Chief Justice and the Nabob Vizier his

tools ; who had deposeil Cheyte Sing ; and repelled Hj'der Ali.

But an oak, as Mr. Grattan finely said, should not be trans-

planted at fifty. A man who, having left England when a

boy, returns to it after thirty or forty years passed in India,

will find, be his talents what they may, that he has much

both to learn and to unlearn before he can take a place among

30 English statesmen. The w^orking of a representative system,

the war of parties, the arts of debate, the influence of the

press, are startling novelties to him. Surrounded on every

side by new machines and new tactics, he is as much bewil-

dered as Hannibal would have been at Waterloo, or Themi-

stocles at Trafalgar. His very acuteness deludes him. His

very vigour causes him to stumble. The more correct his

maxims, when applied to the state of society to which he is

accustomed, the more certain they are to lead him astray.

This was strikingly the case with Hastings. In India he had

40 a bad liand ; but he was master of the game, and he won

every stake. In England lie held excellent cards, if he had
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known how tt) play tlieni ; antl it was chietlj' l.iy his own

errors that lie was brought to tlie verge of ruin.

Of all his errors, the most serious was perhaps the choice

of a champion. Olive, in similar circumstances, had made a

singularly happj' selection. He put himself into the hands

of Wedderburn, afterwards Lord Loughborough, one of the

few great advocates who have also been great in the House

of Commons. To the defence of Clive, therefore, nothing

was wanting, neither learning noi' knowledge of the woi'Id,

neither forensic acuteness nor that eloquence which charms 10

political assemblies. Hastings intrusted his interests to a

vei-y difl'ereut person, a major in the Bengal ai-my, named

Scott. This gentleman had been sent over from India some

time before as the agent of the Governor-General. It was

rumoured that his services were rewarded with Oriental mu-

niticence ; and we believe that he received much more than

Hastings could conveniently spare. The Major obtained a

seat in Parliament, and was there regarded as the organ of

his emjiloyer. It was evidently impossible that a gentleman

so situated could speak with the authority which belongs to 20

an independent jiosition. Nor had the agent of Hastings the

talents necessary for obtaining the ear of an a.ssembly which,

accustomed to listen to great orators, had naturally become

fastidious. He was always on his legs ; he was very tedious,

and he had only one topic, the merits and wrongs of Hast-

ings. Everybody who knows the House of Commons will

easily guess what followed. The Major was soon considered

as the greatest bore of his time. His exertions were not con-

fined to Parliament. There was hardly a day on which the

newspapers did not contain some puff upon Hastings, signed .30

Aikdicui- or Bingaknsis, but known to be written bj"^ the in-

defatigable Scott ; and hardly a month in which some bulky

pamphlet on the same subject, and from the same pen, did

not pass to the trunk-makers and the pastry-cooks. As to

this gentleman's capacity for conducting a delicate question

through Parliament, our readers will want no evidence

beyond that which they will find in letters preserved in these

volumes. We will give a single specimen of his temper and
judgment. He designated the greatest man then living as

'•that reptile, Mr. Burke." 40
In spite, however, of this unfortunate choice, the general

aspect of aflfairs was favourable to Hastings. The King was
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on his side. The Company and its servants were zealous in

his cause. Among pubhc men he had many ardent friends.

Such were Lord Mansfield, who had outlived the vigour of

his body, but not that of his mind ; and Lord Lansdowne,

who, though unconnected with any party, retained the im-

portance which belongs to great talents and knowledge. The
ministers were generally believed to be favourable to the late

Grovernor-General. They owed their power to the clamour

which had been raised against Mr. Fox's East India Bill.

10 The authors of that bill, when "accused of invading vested

rights, and of setting \ip powers unknown to the constitution,

had defended themselves l>y pointing to the crimes of Hast-

ings, and by arguing that abuses so extraordinary justified

extraordinary measures. Those who, by ojjposing that bill,

had raised themselves to the head of afi'airs, would naturally

be inclined to extenuate the evils which had been made the

plea for administering so violent a remedy ; and such, in fact,

was their general disposition. The Lord Chancellor Thur-

low, in particular, whose great place and force of intellect

20 gave him a weight in the government inferior only to that of

Mr. Pitt, espoused the cause of Hastings with indecorous

violence. Mr. Pitt, though he had censured many parts of

the Indian system, had studiously abstained from saying a

word against the late chief of the Indian government. To
Major Scott, indeed, the young minister had in private ex-

tolled Hastings as a great, a wonderful man, who had the

highest claims on the government. Thei'e was only one ob-

jection to gi'anting all that so eminent a servant of the public

could ask. The resolution of censure still remained on the

30 journals of the House of Commons. That resolution was,

indeed, unjust ; but, till it was rescinded, could the minister

advise the King to bestow any mark of approbation on the

person censured ? If Major Scott is to be trusted, Mr. Pitt

declared that this was the only reason which prevented the

advisers of the Crown from conferring a peerage on the late

Governor-General. Mr. Dundas was the only important

member of the administration who was deeply committed to a

different view of the subject. He had moved the resolution

which created the difficulty ; but even from him little was to

40 be apprehended. Since he had presided over the committee

on Eastern aifairs, great changes had taken place. He was

surrounded by new allies ; he had fixed his hopes on new
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objects : and whatever may have been liis good qiialities-

—

and he had many—flattery itself never reckoned rigid con-^

sistenoy in the number. y^
From the ministry, therefore, Hastings had every reason to

expect support ; and the ministry M'as very powerful. The
Opposition was loud and vehement against him. But the

Opposition, though formidable from the wealth and influence

of some of its members, and from the admirable talents and

eloquence <ff others, was outnumbered in Parliament and

odious throughout the country. Nor, as far as we can judge, 10

was the C>pposition generally desirous to engage in so serious

an undertaking as the impeachment of an Indian Governor.

Such an impeachment must last for years. It must impose

on the chiefs of the party an immense load of labour. Yet
it could scarcely, in any manner, affect the event of the great

political game. The followers of the Coalition were therefore

more inclined to revile Hastings than to prosecute him.

They lost no opportunity of coupling his name with the

names of the most hateful tyrants of whom history makes
mention. The wits of Brooks's aimed their keenest sarcasms 20

both at his public and at his domestic life. Some fine dia-

monds which he had presented, as it was rumoured, to the

royal family, and a certain richly-carved ivory bed which the

Queen had done him the honour to accept from him, were

favourite subjects of ridicule. One lively poet propo.sed that

the great acts of the fair Marian's present husband should be

immortalised bj' the pencil of his predecessor ; and that

Imhoff should be employed to embellish the House Of Com-
mons with paintings of the bleeding RohiUas, of Nuncomar
swinging, of Chej'te Sing letting himself down to the Ganges. 30

Another, in an exquisitely humorous parody of Virgil's third

eclogue, propounded the question, what that mineral could

be of which the rays had jiower to make the most austere of

princesses the friend of a wanton. A third described, with

gay malevolence, the gorgeous ajipearance of Mrs. Hastings

at St. James's ; the galaxy of jewels, torn from Indian Be-

gums, which adorned her head-dress ; her necklace gleaming

with future votes ; and the depending questions that shone

upon her ears. Satirical attacks of this description, and per-

haps a motion for a vote of censure, would have satisfied the 40
great body of the Opposition. But there were two men
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whose indignation was not to be so appeased— Philip

Francis and Edmund Burke.

Francis had recently entei'ed the House of Commons, and

had alreadj' established a character there for industry and

ability. He laboured, indeed, under one. most unfortunate

defect, want of fluency ; but he occasionally expressed him-

self with a dignity and energy worthy of the greatest orators.

Before he had been many days in Parliament he incurred the

bitter dislike of Pitt, who constantly treated* him with as

10 much asperity as the laws of debate would allow. Neither

lapse of years nor change of scene had mitigated the enmities

which Francis had brought back from the East. After his

usual fashion, he mistook his malevolence for virtue, nursed

it, as preachers tell us that we ought to nurse our good dispo-

sitions, and paraded it on all occasions with Pharisaical

ostentation.

The zeal of Burke was still fiercer, but it was far purer.

Men unable to understand the elevation of his mind have

tried to lind out some discreditable motive for the vehemence

20 and pertinacity which he show"ed on this occasion ; but they

have altogether failed. The idle story that he had sOme pri-

vate slight to revenge has long been given up, even by the

advocates of Hastings. Mr. Oleig supposes that Burke was

actuated by party spirit, that he retained a bitter remem-

brance of the fall of the Coalition, that he attributed that

fall to the exertions of the East India interest, and that he

considered Hastings as the head and the representative of

that interest. This explanation seems to be sufficiently re-

futed by a reference to dates. The hostility of Burke to

30 Hastings commenced long before the Coalition, and lasted

long after Burke had become a strenuous supporter of those

by whom the Coalition had been defeated. It began when

Bui-ke and Fox, closely allied together, were attacking the

influence of the Crown, and calling for j^eace with the Amer-

ican republic. It continued till Burke, alienated from Fox,

and loaded with the favours of the Crown, died, preaching a

crusade against the French republic. We surely cannot at-

tribute to the events of 1784 an enmity which began in 1781,

and which retained undiminished force long after persons

40 far more deeply implicated than Hastings in the events of

1784 had been cordially foi-given. And why should we look

for any other explanation of Burke's conduct than that which
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we tiiul on the surface ': The plain truth is, that Hastings

had conmiitted some great crimes, and that the thought of

those crimes made the blood of Burke boil in his veins. For

Burke was a man in wliom compassion for suffering, and

hatred of injustice and tyranny, were as strong as in Las ,

Casas or Clarkson. And although in him, as in Las Casas

and in t'larkson, these noble feelings were alloyed with the

infirmity which belongs to human nature, he is, like them,

entitled to this great praise, that he devoted years of intense

labour to the service of a "people with whom he had neither 10

blood nor language, neither religion nor manners in common,

and from whom no requital, no thanks, no applause could be

expected.

His knowledge of India was such as feij' even of those

Europeans who have passed many years in that country have

attained, and such as certainly w'as never attained by any

pul)lic man who liad not quitted Europe. He had studied

the history, the laws, and the usages of the East with an in-

dustry such as is seldom found united to so much genius and

so much sensibility. Others have perhaps been equally labo- 20

rious, and have collectetl an equal mass of materials. But

the manner in which Burke brought his higher powers of in-

tellect to work on statements of facts and on tables of figures

was peculiar to himself. In every part of those huge bales

of Indian information which repelled almost all other read-

ers, his mind, at once jjhilosophical and poetical, found some-

thing to instruct or to delight. His reason analysed and

digested those vast and shapeless masses ; his imagination

animated and coloured them. Out of darkness, and dulness,

and confusion, he formed a multitude of ingenious theories 30

and vivid pictiires. He had in the highest degree that noble

faculty whereby man is able to live in the past and in the

future, in the distant and in the unreal. India and its inhab-

itants were not to him, as to most Englishmen, mere names

and abstractions, but a real country and a real people. The
burning sun, the strange vegetation of the palm and the

cocoa tree, the rice-field, the tank, the huge trees, older than

the Mogul empire, under which the village crowds assemble,

the thatched roof of the peasant's hiit, the rich tracery of

the mosque, where the imaum prays with his face to Mecca, 40

the drums and banners and gaudy idols, the devotee swing-

ing in the air, the graceful maiden, with the pitcher on her

8
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head, descending the steps to the river-side, the black faces,

the long beards, the yellow streaks of sect, the turbans and
the flowing robes, the spears and the silver maces, the ele-

phants with their canopies of state, the gorgeous palanquin

of the prince and the close litter of the nolde lady, all these

things were to him as the objects amidst which his own life

had been passed, as the objects which lay on the road be-

tween Beaconsfleld and 8t. James's Street. All India was
present to the eye of his mind, from the halls where suitors

10 laid gold and perfumes at the feet of sovereigns, to the wild

moor where the gipsy camp was pitched ; from the bazaar,

humming like a beehive with the crowd of buyers and sellers,

to the jungle where the lonely courier shakes his bunch of

iron rings to scare away the hy?enas. He hatl just as lively

an idea of the insurrection at Benares as of Lord George

irordon's riots, and of the execution of Nuneomar as of the

execution of Dr. Dodd. Opjtression in Bengal was to him

the same thing as oppression in the streets of London.

He saw that Hastings had been guilty of some most un-

20 justifiable acts. All that followed was natural and necessary

in a mind like Burke's. His imagination and his passions,

once excited, hurried him beyond the bounds of justice and

good sense. His reason, powerful as it was, became the slave

of feelings which it should have controlled. His indignation,

virtuous in its origin, acquired too much of the character of

personal aversion. He could see no mitigating circumstances,

no redeeming merit. His temper, which, though generous

and affectionate, had always been irritable, had now been

made almost savage by bodily inlirmities and mental vexations.

30 Conscious of great powers and great virtues, he found himself,

in age and poverty, a mark for the hatred of a perfidious court

and a deluded people. In Parliament his eloquence was out of

date. A young generation, which knew him not, had filled

the House. Whenever he rose to speak, his voice was drown-

ed by the unseemly interruption of lads who were in their

cradles when his orations on the Stamp Act called forth the

a]^)^)lause of the great Earl of Chatham. These things had pro-

duced on his proud and sensitive spirit an effect at which we

cannot wonder. He could no longer discuss any question

40 with calmness, or make allowance for honest differences of

'opinion. Those who think that he was more violent and acri-

monipus in debates about India than on other occasions are
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ill-informed respecting the last years of his life. In the dis-

cussions on the Commercial Treaty with the Court of Ver-

sailles, on the Regency, on the French Revolution, he showed

even more virulence than in conducting the impeachment.

Indeed, it may be remarked that the very persons who called

him a mischievous maniac, for condemning in burning words

the Rohilla war and the spoliation of the Begums, exalted him

into a prophet as soon as he began to declaim, with greater

vehemence, and not with greater reason, against the taking of

the Bastile and the insults offered to Marie Antoinette. To IQ

us he appears to have been neither a maniac in the former

case, nor a prophet in the latter, but in both cases a great and

good man, led into extravagance by a sensibilitj- wliicli domi-

neered over all his faculties.

It may be doubted whether the personal antipathy of

Francis, or the nobler indignation of Burke, would have led

their party to adopt extreme measures against Hastings, if his

conduct had been judicious. He should have felt that, great

as his public services had been, he wa,s not faultness, and

should have been content to make his escape, mthout aspir- 20

ing to the honours of a triumph. He and his agent took a

different view. They were imijatient for the rewards which,

as they conceived, were deferred only till Burke's attack should

be over. They accordinglj'' resolved to force on a decisive

action with an enemy for whom, if they had been Vise, thej'

would have made a bridge of gold. On the first day of the

session of 1786, Major Scott reminded Burke of the notice given

in the preceding year, and asked whether it was seriously in-

tended to bi'ing any charge against the late Governor-General.

This challange left no course open to the Opposition, except So

to come forward as accusers, or to acknowledge themselves

calumniators. The administration of Hastings had not been

so blameless, nor was the great party of Fox and North so

feeble, that it could be prudent to venture on so bold a de-

fiance. The leaders of the <Jpposition instantly returned the

only answer which they could with honour return ; and the

whole party was irrevocably pledged to a prosecution.

Burke began his operations by applj-ing for ])apers. Some
of the documents for which he asked were refused by the

ministers, M'ho, in the del^ate, held language such as strongly 40

confirmed the prevailing opinion, that they intended to support

Hastings. In April, the charges were laid on the table. They
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had been drawn by Burke with great ability, though in a form

too mnch resembling that of a pamphlet. Hastings was fur-

nished with a copy of the accusation ; and it was intimated to

him that he might, if he thought fit, be heard in his own
defence at the bar of the Commons.

Here again Hastings was pursued by the same fatality which

had attended him ever since the day when he set foot on

English ground. It seemed to be decreed that this man, so

politic and so siiccessful in the East, should commit nothing

10 but blunders in Exirope. Any judicious adviser would have

told him that the best thing which he could do would be to

•make an eloquent, forcible, and affecting oration at the bar of

the House ; but that, if he could not trust himself to speak,

and found it necessary to read, he ought to be as concise as

possible. Audiences accustomed to extemporaneous debating

of the highest excellence are always impatient of long written

compositions. Hastings, however, sat down as he would

have done at the Government House in Bengal, and prepared

a paper of immense length. That paper, if recorded on the

20 consultations of an Indian administration, would have been

justly praised as a very able miniite. But it was now out

of place. It fell Itat, as the best written defence must have

fallen flat, on an assembly accustomed to the animated and

strenuoiis conflicts of Pitt and Fox. The members, as soon as

their curiosity about the face and demeanour of so eminent a

stranger was satislied, walked aw'ay to dinner, and left Hast-

ings to tell his story till midnight to the clerks and the

Sergeant-at-arms.

All preliminary steps liaAing been duly taken, Burke, in the

30 beginning of June, brought forward the charge relating to the

Rohilla war. He acted discreetly in placing this accusation in

the van ; for Dundas had formerly moved, and the House had

adopted, a resolution condemning, in the most severe terms,

the policy followed by Hastings with regard to Rohilcund.

Dundas had little, or rather nothing, to say in defence of his

own consistency ; but he put a bold face on the matter, and

opposed the motion. Among other things, he declared that,

though he still thought the Rohilla war vmjustifiable, he con-

sidered the services which Hastings had subsequently rendered

40 to tli6 State as sixfficient to atone even for so great an offence.

Pitt did not speak, but voted' with Dundas ; and Hastings
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was absolved by a luindred ami nineteen votes against sixty-

seven.

Hastings Avas now confident of victory. It seemed, indeed,

that he had reason to be so. The llohilla war was, of all his

measures, that which his accusers might with greatest ad-

vantage assail. It had been condemned by the Court of

Directors. It had been condemned bj' the House of Com-
mons. It had been condemned by Mr. Dundas, who l\ad

since become the chief minister of the Crown for Indian af-

fairs. Yet Burke, having chosen this ' strong ground, had 10

been completely defeated on it. That, having failed here, he

should succeed on any point, was generally thought impossi-

ble. It was rumoured at the clubs and coffee-houses that one

or perhajis two more charges would be brought forward ; that

if, on those charges, the sense of the House of Commons
should be against impeachment, the Opposition would let the

matter drop ; that Hastings would be immediatelj' raised to

the peerage, decorated ^^'ith the star of the Bath, sworn of

the Privj^ Council, and invited to lend the assistance of his

talents and experience to the India Board. Lord Thurlow, 20

indeed, some months before, had spoken with contempt of the

scru])les which prevented Pitt from calling Hastings to the

House of Lords, and had even said that, if the Chancellor of

the Exchequer was afraid of the Commons, there was nothing

to prevent the Keeper of the (^reat Seal from taking the

royal pleasure about a patent of peerage. The very title was

chosen. Hastings was to be Lord Daylesford. For, through

all changes of scene and changes of fortune, remained un-

changed his attachment to the spot which had witnessed the

greatness and the fall of his family, and which had borne so 30

great a part in the first dreams of his \^oung ambition.

But in a ver}' few days these fair prospects were overcast.

On the thirteenth of -Tune Mr. Fox brought forward, with

great ability and eloquence, the charge respecting the treat-

ment of Chej'te Sing. Francis followed on the same side.

The friends of Hastings were in high spirits when Pitt rose.

With his usual abundance and felicity of language, the Min-

ister gave his opinion on the case. He maintained that the

Governor-General was justified in calling on the Rajah of

Benares for pecuniary assistance, and in imposing a tine when 40

that assistance was contumaciously withheld. He also

thought that the conduct of the Governor-General during
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the insurrection had been distinguished by ability and

presence of mind. He censured, with great bitterness, the

conduct of Francis, both in India and in Parhament, as most

dishonest and malignant. The necessary inference from.

Pitt's arguments seemed to be that Hastings ought to be

honourably acquitted, and both the friends and the oijponents

of the Minister expected from him a declaration to that

effect. To the astonishment of all parties, he concluded by

saying that, though he thought it right in Hastings to fine

10 Cheyte Sing for contumacy, yet the amount of the tine was

too great for the occasion. On this ground, and on this

ground alone, did Mr. Pitt, applauding every other part of

the conduct of Hastings with regard to Benares, declare that

he should vote in favour of Mr. Fox's motion.

The House was thunderstruck, and it well might be so.

For the wrong done to Cheyte Sing, even had it been as

flagitloiis as Fox and Francis contended, was a trifle when
compared with the hon-ors which had been inflicted on Ro-

hilcund. But if Mr. Pitt's vieM' of the case of Cheyte Sing

20 were correct, there was no ground for an impeachment, or

even for a vote of censure. If the offence of Hastings was

really no moi-e than this, that, having a right to impose a

mulct, the amount of which mulct was not defined, but was

left to be settled by his discretion, he had, not for his own
advantage, but for that of the state, demanded too much,

was this an offence which required a criminal proceeding of

the higliest solemnity, a criminal pi'oceeding to which, during

sixty years, no public functionary had been subjected ? We
can see, we think, in what way a man of sense and integrity

30 might have been induced to take any course respecting Hast-

ings except the course which Mr. Pitt took. Siich a man
might have thought a great example necessary for the pre-

venting of injustice and for the vindicating of the national

honour, and might, on that groiind, have voted for impeach-

ment both on the Rohilla charge and on the Benares charge.

Such a man might have thought that the offences of Hastings

had been atoned for by great services, and might, on that

gi'ovind, have voted against the impeachment on both charges.

With great diffidence we give it as our opinion that the most

40 correct course would, on the whole, have been to impeach on

the Rohilla charge and to acquit on the Benares charge. Had
the Benares charge appeared to us in the same light in which
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it appeared to Mr. Pitt, 'sve should, Avithout hesitation, have

voted for ac(iuittal on that charge. The cue course which it

is inconceiva|J)]e that auy man of a tenth part of Mr. Pitt's

abilities can have honestly taken was the course which he

took. He acquitted Hastings on the Rohilla charge. He
softened down the Benares charge till it became no charge at

all ; and then he pronounced that it contained matter for im-

l)eachment.

Nor must it be forgotten that the principal reason assigned

lij' the ministry for not impeaching Hastings on accouiat of 10

the Kfihilla war was this, that the delincjuencies of the early

part of his administration had been atoned for by the excel-

lence of the later part. Was it not most extraordinary that

men svho had held this language could afterwards vote that

the later part of his administration furnished matter for no

less than twenty articles of impeachment ? They first repre-

sented the cojiduct of Hastings in 1780 and 1781 as so highly

meritorious that, like works of svipererogation in the Catholic

theology, it ought to be efficacious for the cancelling of former

offences ; and they then prosecuted him for his conduct in 20

1780 and 1781.

The general astonishment was the greater, because, only

twenty-four hours before, the members on whom the Minister

could depend had received the usual notes from the Treasury,

begging them to be in their places and to vote against Mr.

Fox's motion. It was asserted by Mr. Hastings that, early

on the morning of the very day on which the debate took

place, Dundas called on Pitt, woke him, and was closeted

with him many hours. The result of this conference was a

determination to give up the late Governor-General to the 30
vengeance of the (Opposition. It was impossible even for the

most powerful Minister to carfy all his followers with him in

so strange a course. Several persons high in office, the At-

torney-General, Mr. (irenville, and Lord Mulgrave, divided

against Mr. Pitt. But the devoted adherents who stood by

the head of the government without asking questions were

sufficiently numerous to turn the scale. A hundred and nine-

teen members voted for Mr. Fox's motion ; seventy-nine

against it. Dundas silently followed Pitt.

That good and great man, the late William W^illjerforce, 40

often related the events of this reinirkable night. He de-

scribed the amizemant of the House, and the bitter reHections
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which were muttered against the Prime Minister by some of

the habitual supporters of government. Pitt himself appeared

to feel that his conduct required some explanation. He left

the treasury bench, sat for some time next to Mr. Wilber-

force, and very earnestly declared that he had found it im-

possible, as a man of conscience, to stand any longer by

Hastings. The business, he said, was too bad. Mr. Wilber-

force, we are bound to add, fully l)elieved that his friend was

sincere, and that the suspicions to which this mysterious

10 affair gave rise were altogether unfounded.

Those suspicions, indeed, were such as it is painful to men-
tion. The friends of Hastings, most of whom, it is to be

observed, generally sixpi:)orted the administration, affirmetl

that the motive of Pitt and Dundas was jealousy. Hastings

was personally a favourite with the King. He was the idol

of the East India Company and of its servants. If he were

absolved by the Commons, seated among the Lords, admitted

to the Board of Control, closely allied with the strong-minded

and imperious Thurlow, was it not almost certain that he

20 would soon draw to himself the entire management of East-

ern affairs ? Was it not possible that he might become a

formidable rival in the caliinet ? It had probably got abroad

that very singular communications had taken place between

Thurlow and Major Scott, and that, if the First Loi'd of the

Treasury was afraid to recommend Hastings for a peerage,

the Chancellor was ready to take the responsibility of that

step on himself. Of all ministers, Pitt was the least likely to

submit with patience to such an encroachment on his fiinc-

tions. If the Commons impeached Hastings, all danger was

30 at an end. The proceeding, however it might terminate,

would probably last some years. In the meantime, the ac-

cused person would be excluded from honours and public

employments, and could scarcely venture even to pay his

duty at court. Such were the motives attributed by a great

part of the public to the young minister, whose ruling pas-

sion was generally believed to be avarice of power.

The prorogation soon interrupted the discussions respecting

Hastings. In the following year those discussions were re-

sumed. The charge touching the spoliation of the Begums

40 was brought forward by Sheridan in a speech which was so

imperfectly reported that it may be said to be wholly lost,

but which was, without doubt, the most elaborately brilliant
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of all the proiluctious of his iugenious mind. The impression

•which it pioduoeil was such as has nevei" been equalled. He
sat down, not nxerely amidst cheering, but amidst the loud

clapping of hands, in which the Lords below the bar and the

strangers in the gaUer)' joined. The excitement of the House

was such that no other speaker could obtain a hearing ; and

the debate was adjourned. The ferment spread fast through

the towni. Within four and twenty hours Sheridan was of-

fered a thousand pounds for the copyright of the speech if he

"would himself correct it for the press. The impression made 10

by this remarkable display of eloquence on severe and expe-

rienced critics, whose discernment may be supposed to have

been quickened by emuhition, was deep and permanent. Mr.

Wimlham, twenty years later, said that the speech deserved

all its fame, and was, in spite of some faults of taste, such

as were seldom wanting either in the literary or in the par-

liamentary performances of Sheridan, the finest that had

heen delivered within the memory of man. Mr. Fox, about

the same time, being asked by the late Lord Holland what

was the best speech ever made in the House of Commons, 20

assigned the first place, without hesitation, to the great ora-

tion of Sheridan on the Oude charge.

When the del)ate was resumed, the tide ran so strongly

against the accused that his friends were coughed and scraped

down. Pitt declared himself ?or Sheridan's motion ; and the

question was carried by a hundred and seventy-five votes

against si.\ty-eight.

The Opposition, flushed with victory, and strongly sup-

ported by the public sympathj', j^roceeded to bring forward

•a succession of charges relating chiefly to pecuniary transac- 30

tions. The friends of Hastings were discouraged, and ha\'ing

"now no hope of being able to avert an impeachment, were

not very strenuous in their exertions. At length the House,

having agreed to twenty articles of charge, directed Burke

to go before the Lords and to impeach the late (iovernor-

General of high crimes and misdemeanours. Hastings was

at the same time arrested l>y the .Sergeant-at-anns and carried

to the bar of the Peers.

The session was now within ten days of its close. It was,

"therefore, impossible that any progress could be made in the 40

i;rial till the next year. Hastings was admitted to bail ; and
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further proceedings were jjostponed till the Houses should

re-assemble.

AA'hen Parliameut met in the following winter, the Com-

mons proceeded to elect a committee for managing the ira-

peachment. Burke stood at the head ; and Avith him were

associated most of the leading members of the Opposition.

But when the name of Francis was read,' a fierce contention

arose. It was said that Francis and Hastings were notori-

ously on bad terms, that they had been at feud dui-ing many

10 years, that on one occasion their miitual aversion had im-

pelled them to seek each other's lives, and that it would be

improper and indelicate to select a private enemy to be a

piiblic accuser. It was urged on the other side with great

force, particularly by Mr. Windham, that impxrtiality,

though the first" duty of a judge, had never been reckoned

among the qualities of an advocate ; that in the ordinary

administration of criminal justice among the English, the

aggrieved party, the very last person who ought to be admit-

ted into the jury-box, is the prosecutor ; that what wae

20 wanted in a manager was, not that he should be free from

bias, but that he should be able, well-informed, energetic,

and active. The ability and information of Francis were

admitted ; and the very animosity with which he was re-

proached, whether a virtue or a vice, was at least a pledge

for his energy and activity, it seems difficult to refute these

arguments. But the inveterate hatred borne by Francis to

Hastings had excited general disgust. The House decided

that Francis should not be a manager. Pitt voted A\ith the

majority, Dundas with the minority.

30 In the meantime the preparations for the trial had pro-

ceeded rapidly, and on the thirteenth of February, 1 788, the

sittings of the Court commenced. There have been .spec-

tacles more dazahng to the eye, more gorgeous with jewellery

and cloth of gold, more attractive to grown-up children, than

that which was then exhibited at Westminster ; but perhaps

there never was a spectacle so well calculated to strike a

highly cultivated, a reflecting, an. imaginative mind. All the

various kinds of interest which belong to the near and to the

distant, to the present and to the past, M'ere collected on one

40 spot and in one hour. All the talents and all the accomplish-

ments which are developed by liberty and civilization were

now displayed, with every advantage that could be derived
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both from co -operation ami from contrast. Every step in tlie

proceedings carried the mind either liackward, through many
troubled centuries, to the days when the foundations of our

constitution wei-e laid ; or far away, over boundless seas and

deserts, to dusky nations living under strange stars, worship-

ping strange gods, and writing strange characters from right

to left. The High Court of Parliament was to sit, according

to forms handed down from the days of the Plantagenets, on

an Englishman accused of exercising tyranny over the lord of

the holy city of Benares, and over the ladies of the princely 10

house of Oude.

The place was worthy of such a trial. It was the groat

hall of William Pvufus, the hall which had resounded with

acclamations at the inauguration of thirty kings, the hall

which had witnessed the just sentence of Bacon and the just

absolution of Somers, the hall where the eloqiieuce of Straf-

ford had for a moment awed and melted a victorious party

inflamed with just resentment, the hall where Charles had

confronted the High Court of Justice with the placid courage

which has half redeemed his fame. Neither military nor civil 20

pomp was wanting. The avenues were lined with grenadiers

,

The streets were kept clear by cavalry. The peers, robed in

gold and ermine, were marshalled by the heralds under Gar-

ter King-at-arms. The judges in their vestments of state

attended to give advice on points of law. Near a hundred

and seventy lords—three-fourths of the Ujjper House, as the

Upper House then was—walked in solemn order from their

usual place of assembling to the tribunal. The junior Baron

present led the way, George Eliott, Lord Heathfield, recently

ennobled for his memorable defence of Gibraltar against the 30
fleets and armies of France and Spain. The long procession

was closed by the Duke of Norfolk, Earl Marshal of the

Realm, by the great dignitaries, and by the brothers and
sons of the King. Last of all came the Prince of \^'ales,

conspicuous by his fine person and noble bearing. The grey

old walls were hung with scarlet. The long galleries were
crowded by an audience such as has rarely excited the fears

or the emulation of an orator. There were gathered together

from all parts of a great, free, enlightened, and prosperous

empire, grace and female loveliness, wit and learning, the 40

representatives of every science and of every art. There
were seated round the Queen the fair-haired young daughters
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of the house of Brunswick. There the aml)assadors of great

kings and commonwealths gazed with admiration on a spec-

tacle which no other country in the world could present.

There Siddons, in the prime of her majestic beauty, looked

with emotion on a scene surpassing all the imitations of the

stage. There the historian of the Roman Empire thought of

the days when Cicero pleaded the cause of Sicily against

Verres, and when, before a Senate which still retained some

show of freedom, Tacitus thundered against the oppressor of

IQ Africa. There were seen, side by side, the greatest painter

and the greatest scholar of the age. The spectacle had al-

lured Reynolds from that easel which has preserved to us

the thoughtful foreheads of so many writers and statesmen,

and the sweet smiles of so many noble matrons. It had in-

duced Parr to sus]jend his labours in that dark and profound

mine from which he had extracted a vast treasure of erudi-

tion, a treasure too often buried in the earth, too often

paraded with injudicious and inelegant ostentation, but still

precious, massive, and splendid. There appeared the volup-

20 tuous charms of her to whojn the heir of the throne had in

secret plighted his faith. There, too, was she, the beautiful

mother of a beautiful race, the Saint Cecilia, whose delicate

features, lighted up by love and music, art has rescued from

the common decay. There were the members of that bril-

liant society which (juoted, criticised, and exchanged repar-

tees under the rich peacock hangings of Mrs. Montague. And
there the ladies whose lips, more persuasive than those of

Fox himself, had carried the Westminster election against

palace and treasury, shone round Georgiana, Duchess of

30 Devonshire.

The Serjeants made proclamation. Hastings advanced to

the bar, and bent his knee. The culprit was indeed not un-

worthy of that great presence. He had ruled an extensive

and populous country, had made laws and treaties, had sent

forth armies, had set up and pulled down princes. And in his

high place he had so borne himself, that all had feared him,

that most had loved him, and that hatred itself could deny

him no title to glory, except virtue. He looked like a great

man, and not like a bad man. A person small and emaciated,

40 yet deriving dignity from a' carriage which, while it indicated

deference to the court, indicated also habitual self-possession

and self-respect, a high and intellectual forehead, a brow
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pensive, but not gloomy, a mouth of inflexible decision, a face

pale and worn, but serene, on which was written, as legibly

as under the picture in the council-chamber at Calcutta, Mens

cetjua in anlui-s : such was the aspect with which the great

Pro-consul presented himself to his judges.

His counsel accompanied him, men all of whom were after-

wards raised by their talents and learning to the highest posts

in their profession, the bold and strong-minded Law, after-

wards Chief Justice of the King's Bench ; the more humane

and eloquent Dallas, afterwards the Chief Justice of the 10

Common Pleas ; and Plomer who, neai- twenty years later,

successfully conducted in the same high court the defence of

Loi-d Melville, and subsecjuently became Vice-chancellor and

Master of the Rolls.

But neither the culprit nor his advocates attracted so much

notice as the accusers. In the midst of the blaze of red

drapery, a space had been fitted up with green benches and

tables for the Commons. The managers, with Burke at their

head, appeared in full dress. The collectors of gossip did not

fail to remark that even Fox, generally so regardless of his 2()-

appearance, had paid to the illustrious tribunal the compli-

ment of wearing a bag and sword. Pitt had refused to be one

of the conductors of the impeachment ; and his commanding,

copious, and sonorous eloquence was wanting to that great

miister of various talents. Age and blindness had unfitted

Lord North for the duties of a piiblic prosecutor ; and his

friends were left without the help of his excellent sense, his

tact, and his urbanity. But, in spite of the absence of these

two distinguished members of the Lower House, the box in

which the managers stood contained an array of speakers such 30
as perhaps had not appeared together since the great age of

Athenian eloquence. There were Fox and Sheridan, the

English Domosthenes and the English Hyperides. There was

Burke, ignorant, indeed, or negligent of the art of adapting

his reasonings and his style to the capacity and taste of his

hearers, but in amplitude of comprehension and richness of

imagination superior to every orator, ancient or modem.

There, with eyes reverentially fixed on Burke, appeared the

finest gentleman of the age, his form developed by every

manly exercise, his face beaming with intelligence and spirit, 40

the ingenous, the chivalrous, the high-souled Windliam,' Nor,

though surrounded by such men, "did the youngest manager
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pass unnoticed. At an age when most of those who dis-

tinguish themselves in life are still contending for prizes and

fellowships at college, he had won for himself a conspicuous

place in parliament. No advantage of fortixne or connection

was wanting that could set off to the height his splendid talents

and his unblemished honour. At twenty-three he had been

thought worthy to be ranked with the veteran statesmen who
appeared as the delegates of the British Commons, at the bar

of the Bi-itish nobility. All who stood at that bar, save him

10 alone, ai-e gone, culprit, advocates, accusers. To the

generation which is now in the vigour of life, he is the sole

representative of a great age which has passed away. But

those who, within the last ten years, have listened with de-

light, till the morning sun shone on the tapestries of the House

of Lords, to the lofty and animated eloquence of Charles Earl

Grey, are able to form some estimate of the powers of a race

of men among whom he was not the foremost.

The charges and tke answers of Hastings were first read.

The ceremony occupied two whole days, and was rendered

20 less tedious than it would otherwise have been by the silver

voice and just emphasis of Cowper, the clerk of the court, a

near relation of the amiable poet. On the third day Burke

rose. Four sittings were occupied by his opening speech,

which was intended to be a general introduction to all the

charges. With an exuberance of thought and a splendour of

diction which more than satisfied the highly raised expectation

of the audience, he described the character and institutions of

the natives of India, recounted the circumstances in which the

Asiatic empire of Britain had originated, and set forth the

30 constitution of the Company and of the English Presidencies.

Having thus attempted to communicate to his hearers an idea

of Eastern society, as vivid as that which existed in his own
m-ind, he proceeded to arraign the administration of Hastings

as systematically conducted in defiance of morality and public

law. The energy and pathos of the great orator extorted

expressions of unwonted admiration from the steiui and hostile

Chancellor, and, for a moment, seemed to pierce even the

resolute heart of the defendant. The ladies in the galleries,

unaccustomed to such displays of eloquence, excited by the

40 solemnity of the occasion, and perhaps not unwilling to display

their taste and sensibility, were in a state of uncontrollable

emotion. Handkerchiefs were pulled out ; smelling bottles
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were haiule<l voiuul ; hysterical sobs aiul screams were

heard ; and Mrs. Sheridau was carried out iu a Ht. At length

the orator concluded. Flaisiag his voice till the old arches of

Irish oak. resounded, "Therefore," saitl he, " hath it with all

conlidence been ordered, by the Commons of (^reat Britain,

that I impeach Warren Hastings of high- crimes and misde-

meanours. I impeach him in the name of the Commons' House
of Parliament, whose trust he has betrayed. I impeach him
in the name of the h]nglish nation, whose ancient honour he

has sullied. 1 impeach him in the name of the people of In- lo

dia, whose rights he has trodden under foot, anil whose

country he has turueil into a desert. Lastly, in the name of

human nature itself, iu the name of both sexes, in the name
of every age, in the name of every rank, I impeach the com-

mon enemy and oppressor of all !"

When the deep murmur of various emotions had subsided,

Mr. Fox rose to address the Lords respecting the course of

proceeding to be followed. The wish of the accusers was that

the Court would bring to a close the investigation of the first

charge before the second was opened. The wish of Hastings 20
and of his counsel was that the managers should open all the

charges, and produce all the evidence for the prosecution, be-

fore the defence began. The Lords retired to their own House
to consider the (|ue3tion. The Chancellor took the side of

Hastings. Lord Loughborough, who was now in opposition,

supported the demand of the managers. The division showed

which way the inclination of the tribunal leaned. A major-

ity of near three to one decided in favour of the course for

which Hastings contended.

When the Court sat again, Mr. Fox, assisted by Mr. Grey, 30
opened the charge respecting Cheyte Sing, and several days

were spent in reading papers and hearing witnesses. The
next article was that relating to the Princesses of Oude.

T'he conduct of this part of the case was intrusted to Sheri-

dan. The curiosity of the public to hear him was unbounded.

His sparkling and highly finished declamation lasted two

days ; but the Hall was crowded to suflfocation during the

whole time. It was said that dfty guineas had been paid for

a single ticket. Sheridan, when he concluded, contrived,

with a knowledge of stage effect which his father might have 40

envied, to sink back, as if exhausted, into the arms of Burke,

who hugged him with the energy of generous admiration.



96 WARREN HASTINGS.

June was now far advanced. The session could not last

much longer ; and the progress which had been made in the

impeachment was not very satisfactory. There were twenty

charges. On two only of these had even the case for the

prosecution been heard ; and it was now a year since Hast-

ings had been admitted to bail.

The interest taken by the public in the trial was great

when the Court begiin to sit, and rose to the height when
Sheridan spoke on the charge relating to the Begums. From

10 that time the excitement went down fast. The spectacle had

lost the attraction of novelty. The great displays of rhetoric

were over. What was behind was not of a nature to entice

men of letters from their books in the morning, or to tempt

ladies who had left the masquerade at two to be out of bed

before eight. There remained examinations and cross-exam-

inations. There remained statements of accounts. There

remained the reading of pajjers, tilled with words unintelli-

gible to English ears, with lacs and crores, zemindars and

aumils, sunnuds and perwannahs, jaghires and nuzzurs.

20 There remained bickerings, not always carried on with the

best taste or with the best temper, between the managers of

the impeachment and the coimsel for the defence, particular-

ly between Mr. Burke and Mr. Law. There remained the

endless marches and countermarches of the Peers between

their House and the Hall : for as often as a point of law was

to be discussed, their Lordships retired to discuss it apart

;

and the consequence was, as a Peer wittily said, that the

jiidges walked and the trial stood still.

It is to be added that, in the spring of 1788, when the trial

30 commenced, no important question, either of domestic or

foreign policy, occupied the public mind. The proceeding in

Westminster Hall, therefore, naturally attracted most of the

attention of Parliament and of the country. It was the one

great event of that season. Biit in the following year the

King's illness, the debates on the Kegency, the expectation

of a change of ministry, completely diverted public attention

from Indian affairs ; and within a fortnight after George the

Third had returned thanks in St. Paul's for his recovery, the

States-General of France met at Versailles. In the midst of

40 the agitation produced by these events, the impeachment was

for a time almost forgotten.

The trial in the Hall went on languidly. In the session of
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1788, when the proceedings had the interest of novelty, and

when the Peers had little other business before them, only

thirty-five days were given to the impeachment. In 1789

the Regency Bill occupied the Upper House till the session

was far advanced. When the King recovered, the circuits

were beginning. The judges left town ; the Lords waited

for the return of the oracles of jurisprudence ; and the con-

sequence was that during the whole year only seventeen days

were given to the case of Hastings. It was clear that the

matter would be protracted to a length unprecedented in the 10

annals of criminal law.

In truth, it is impossible to deny that impeachment, though

it is a fme ceremony, and though it may have been useful in

the seventeenth century, is not a proceeding from which

much good can now be expected. Whatever confidence may
be placed in the decision of the Peers on an appeal arising

out of ordinary litigation, it is certain that no man has the

least confidence in their impartiality when a great public

functionary, charged with a great state crime, is brought to

their bar. They are all politicians. There is hardly one 20.

among them whose vote on an impeachment may not be con-

fidently predicted before a witness has been examined ; and,

even if it were possible to rely on their justice, they would

still be quite unfit to try such a cause as that of Hastings.

They sit only during half the year. They have to transact

much legislative and much judicial business. The law-lords,

whose ad\'ice is required to guide the unlearned majority, are

employed daily in administering justice elsewhere. It is im-

possible, therefore, that during a busy session the Upper

House should give more than a few days to an impeachment. 30

To expect that their Lor-dships would give up partridge-

shooting in order tn bring the greatest delinquent to speedy

justice, or to relieve accused innocence by speedy acquittal,

would be unreasonable indeed. A well-constituted tribunal,

sitting regularlj' six days in the week and nine hours in the

day, would have brought the trial of Hastings to a close in

less than three months. 'J'he Lords had not finished their

work in seven years.

The result ceased to be matter of doubt from the time

when the Lords resolved that they would be guided by the 40

rules of evidence which are received in the inferior courts of

the realm. Those rules, it is well known, exclude much

9



98 WARREN HASTINGS.

iufonnation which would be quite sufficient to determine the

conduct of any reasonable man in the most imjjortant trans-

actions of private life. These rules at every assizes save

scoi'es of cul2:irits whom judges, jiii'y, and spectators firmly

believe to be guilty. But when those rules were rigidly ap-

plied to offences committed many years before, at the distance

of many thousands of miles, conviction was, of course, out of

the question. We do not blame the accused and his counsel

for availing themselves of every legal advantage in order to

10 obtain an acquittal ; but it is clear that an acquittal so ob-

tained cannot be pleaded in bar of the judgment of history.

Several attempts were made by the friends of Hastings to

put a stop to the ti-ial. In 1789 they proposed a vote of cen-

sure ujjon Burke for some violent language which he had used

respecting the death of Nuncomar and the connection be-

tween Hastings and Impey. Burke was then unpopular in

the last degree both with the House and with the country.

The asperity and indecency of some expressions which he had

used during the debates on the Regency had annoyed even

20 his warmest friends. The vote of censure was carried ; and

those who had moved it hoped that the managers would re-

sign in disgust. Burke was deeply hurt. But his zeal for

what he considered as the cause of justice and mercy tri-

umphed over his pei'sonal feelings. He received the censure

of the House with dignity and meekness, and declared that

no personal mortification or humiliation should induce him to

flinch from the sacred duty which he had undertaken.

In the following year the Parliament was dissolved ; and

the friends of Hastings entei^tained a hope that the new

30 House of Commons might not be disposed to go on with the

impeachment. They began by maintaining that the whole

proceeding was terminated by the dissolution. Defeated on

this point, they made a direct motion that the impeachment-

should be dropped ; but they were defeated by the combined

forces of the Government and the Opposition. It was, how-

ever, resolved that, for the sake of expedition, many of the

articles should be withdrawn. In truth, had not some such

measure been adopted, the trial would have lasted till the

defendant M'as in his grave.

40 At length, in the spring of 1795, the decision was pro-

nounced, near eight years after Hastings had been brought

by the Sergeant-at-Arms of the Commons to the bar of the
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Lords. Ou the last day of this great pi'ocedure the public

curiosity, loug suspended, seemed to be revived. Anxiety

about the judgment there could be none ; for it had been

fully ascertained that there was a great majority for the de-

fendant. Nevertheles.s many wished to see the pageant, and

the Hall was as much crowded as on the first day. But those

who, ha\'ing been present on the first day, now bore a part

in the proceedings of the last, were few, and most of those

few were altered men.

As Hastings himself said, the arraignment had taken place 10

before one generation, and the judgment Avas pronounced by

another. The spectator could not look at the woolsack, or

at the red benches of the Peers, or at the green benches of

the Commons, without seeing something that reminded him

of the instabilit}' of all human things, of the instability of

power and fame and life, of the more lamentable instability

of friendship. The Great Seal was borne before Lord Lough-

borough, who, when the trial commenced, was a fierce oppo-

nent of Mr. Pitts government, and who was now a member
of that government, while Thurlow, who presided in the 20

court when it first sat, estranged from all his old allies, sat

scowling among the junior Barons. Of about a hundred and

sixty nobles who walked in the procession on the first day,

sixty had been laid in their fam'ly vaults. Still more affect-

ing must have been the sight of the managers' box. What
had become of that fair fellowship, so closely bound together

by public and private ties, so resplendent with everj' talent

and accomplishment ? It had been scattered by calamities

more bitter than the bitterness of death. The great chiefs

were still liAdng, and still in the full vigour of their genius. 30

But their friendship was at an end. It had been violently

and publicly dissolved, with tears and stormj' reproaches.

If those men, once so dear to each other, were now com-

pelled to meet for the purpose of managing the impeachment,

they met as strangers whom public business had brought to-

gether, and behaved to each other w^th cold and distant

civility. Burke had in his vortex whirled away Windham.

Fox had been followed by Sheridan and Grey.

Only twenty-nine Peers voted. Of these only six found

Hastings guilty on the charges relating to Cheyte Sing and to -Hi

the Begums. On other charges, the majority in his favour

was still greater. On some he was unanimously absolved.



100 WARREN HASTINGS.

He was theu called to the ]>ar, was informed from the wool-

sack that the Lords had acquitted him, and was solemnly dis-

charged. He bowed respectfully and retired.

We have said that the decision had been fully expected.

It was also generally approved. At the commencement of

the trial there had been a strong and indeed unreasonable feel-

ing against Hastings. At the close of the trial there was a

feeling equally strong and equally unreasonable in his favour.

One cause of the change was, no doiibt, what is commonly

10 called the fickleness of the multitude, but what seems to us

to be mei-ely the general law of human nature. Both in in-

dividuals and in masses violent excitement is always followed

by remission, and often by reaction. We are all inclined to

depreciate whatever we have overpraised, and, on the other

hand, to show iTudue indulgence where we have shown undue

rigour. It was thus in the case of Hastings. The length of

his trial, moreover, made him an object of compassion. It

was thought, and not without reason, that, even if he was

guilty, he was still an ill-used man, and that an impeachment

20 of eight years was more than a sufficient punishment. It was

also felt that, though, in the ordinary course of criminal law,

a defendant is not allowed to set off his good actions against

his crimes, a great political cause should be tried on different

principles, and that a man who had governed an empire dur-

ing thirteen years might have done some very reprehensible

things, and yet might be on the whole deserving of rewards

and honours rather than of fine and imprisonment. The press,

an instrument neglected by the prosecutors, was used by

Hastings and his friends with great effect. Every ship, too,

30 that arrived from Madras or Bengal, brought a cuddy full of

his admirers. Every gentleman from India spoke of the late

Governor-General as having deserved better, and having been

treated worse, than any man living. The effect of this tes-

timony unanimously given by all persons who knew the East,

was naturally very great. Retired members of the Indian

services, civil and military, w"ere settled in all corners of the

kingdom. Each of them was, of course, in his own little cir-

cle, regarded as an oracle on an Indian question ; and they

were, with scarcely one exception, the zealous advocates of

40 Hastings. It is to be added, that the numerous addresses to

the late Governor-General, which his friends in Bengal ob-

tained from the natives and transmitted to England, made a
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considerable impression. To these addresses we attach little

or no importance. That Hastings was beloved by the people

whom he governed is true ; but the eulogies of pundits, ze-

mindars, Mahommedan doctors, do not prove it to be true.

For an Englisli collector or judge would have found it easy to

induce anj' native who could write to sign a panegyric on the

most odious ruler that ever was in India. It was said tliat at

Benares, the very place at which the acts set forth in the

first article of impoachment had been committed, the natives

had erected a temple to Hastings ; and this story excited a 10

strong sensation in England. Burke's observations on the

apotheosis were admirable. He saw no reason for astonish-

ment, he said, in the incident which had been represented as

so striking. He knew something of the mj'^thology of the

Brahmins. He knew that as they worshipj^ed some gods

from love, so they worshijiped others from fear. He knew
that they erected shrines, not only to the benignant deities

of light and plent}', but also to the fiends who preside over

smallpox and murder ; nor did he at all dispute the claim of

Mr. Hastings to be admitted into such a Pantheon. This 20

reply has alwaj'S struck us as one of the finest that ever was
made in Parliament. It is a grave and forcible argument,

decorated bj' the most brilliant wit and fancy.

Hastings was, however, safe. But in everything except

character, he would have been better oS" if, when first im-

peached, he had at once pleaded guilty, and j^aid a fine of

fifty thousand pounds. He was a ruined man. The legal ex-

penses of his defence had been enormous. The expenses

which did not appear in his attorney's bill were perhaps

larger still. Great sums had been paid to Major Scott. Great 30

sums had been laid out in bribing newspapers, rewarding

pamphleteei-s, and circulating tracts. Burke, so earl)'^ as 1790,

declared in the House of Commons that twenty thousand

pounds had been employed in corrupting the press. It is

certain that no controversial weapon, from the gravest reason-

ing to the coarsest ribaldry, was left unemployed. Logan de-

. fended the accused Governor with great ability in prose. For

the lovers of verse, the speeches of the managers were bur-

lesqued in Simpkin's letters. It is, we are afraid, indis-

putable that Hastings stoo2>ed so low as to court the aid of 40

that malignant and filthy baboon John Williams, who called

himself Anthony Pasquin. It was necessary to subsidise
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such allies largely. The private hoards of Mrs. Hastings

had disappeared. It is said that the banker to whom they

had been entrusted had failed. Still if Hastings had prac-

tised strict*economy, he would, after all his losses, have had
a moderate competence ; but in the management of his pri-

vate affairs he was imprudent. The dearest wish of his heart

had always been to regain Daylesford. At length, in the

very year in which his trial commenced, the wish was accom-

plished ; and the domain, alienated more than seventy years

10 before, returned to the descendant of its old lords. But the

manor house was a ruin ; and the grounds round it had, dur-

ing many years, been utterly neglected. Hastings proceeded

to build, to plant, to form a sheet of water, to excavate a

grotto ; and, before he was dismissed from the bar of the

House of Lords, he had expended more than forty thousand

pounds in adorning his seat.

The general feeling both of the Directors and of the pro-

prietors of the East India Company was that he had great

claims on them, that his services to them had been eminent,

20 and that his misfortunes had been the effect of his zeal for

their interests. His friends in Leadenhall Street proposed to

reimbiirse him the costs of his trial, and to settle on him an

annuity of five thousand pounds a year. But the consent of

the Board of Conti'ol was necessary ; and at the head of the

Board of Control was Mr. Dundas, who had himself been a

party to the impeachment, who had, on that account, been

reviled with great bitterness by the adherents of Hastings,

and who, therefore, was not in a very complying mood. He
refused to consent to what the Directors. suggested. The

30 Directors remonstrated. A long controversy followed. Hast-

ings, in the meantime, was reduced to such distress that he

could hardly pay his weekly bills. At length a compromise

was made. An annuity for life of four thousand pounds was

settled on Hastings ; and in order to enable him to meet

pressing demands, he was to receive ten years' annuity in ad-

vance. The Company was also permitted to lend him fifty

thousand pounds, to be repaid by instalments without in-

terest. This relief, though given in the most absurd manner,

was sufficient to enable the retired Governor to live in com-

40 fort, and even in luxury, if he had been a skilful manager.

But he M^as careless and profuse, and was more than once
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under the necessity of applying to the Company tor assist-

ance, which was liberally given.

He bad securitj- and atHuence, but not the power and dig-

nity which, when he landed from India, he had reason to ex-

pect. He had then looked forward to a coronet, a red riband,

a seat at the Council Board, an office at Whitehall. He was

then only fifty-two, and might hope for many years of bodily

and mental vigour. The case was widely different when he

left the bar of the Lords. He was now too old a man to turn

his mind to a new class of studies and duties. He had no 10

chance of receiving any mark of royal favour while Mr. Pitt

remained in power ; and, when Mr. Pitt retired, Hastings was

approaching his seventieth year.

Once, and only once, after his acquittal, he interfered in

politics ; and that interference was not miich to his honour.

In 1804 he exerted himself strenuously to prevent Mr. Ad-

dington, against whom Fox and Pitt had combined, from re-

signing the Treasury. It is difficult to believe that a man, so

able and energetic as Hastings, can have thought that, when
Bonaparte was at Boulogne with a great army, the defence of 20

our island could safely be intrusted to a ministry which did

not contain a single person whom flattery could describe as a

great statesman. It is also certain that, on the important

question which had raised Mr. Addingtou to power, and on

which he differed from both Fox and Pitt, Hastings, as might

have been exjiected, agreed with Fox and Pitt, and was de-

cidedly opposed to Addington. Religious iutolerence has

never been the vice of the Indian service, and certainly was
not the vice of Hastings. But Mr. Addington had treated

him with marked favour. Fox had been a principal manager 30
of the impeachment. To Pitt it was owing that there had
been an impeachment ; and Hastings, we fear, was on this

occasion guided by personal considerations, rather than by a

regard to the public interest.

The last twenty-four years of his life were chiefly passed

at Daylesford. He amused himself with embellishing his

grounds, riding fine Arab horses, fattening prize-cattle, and
trying to rear Indian animals and vegetables in England. He
sent for seeds of a very fine custard-apple, from the garden of

what had once been his own villa, among the green hedgerows 40
of AUipore. He tried also to naturalise in Worcestershire the

delicious leechee, almost the only fruit of Bengal which de-
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serves to be i-egretted even amidst the plenty of C'ovent Gar-

den. The Mogul emperors, iu the time of their greatness,

had in vain attempted to introduce into Hindostan the goat

of the table-land of Thibet, whose down supplies the looms of

Cashmere with the materials of the finest shawls. Hastings

tried, with no better fortune, to rear a breed at Daylesford
;

nor does he seem to have succeeded better with the cattle of

Bootan, whose tails are in high esteem as the liest fans for

brushing away the mosquitoes.

10 Literature divided his attention with his conservatories and

his menagerie. He had always loved books, and they were

now necessary to him. Though not a poet, iu any high sense

of the word, he wrote neat and polished lines with great fa-

cility, and was fond of exercising this talent. Indeed, if we

must speak out, he seems to have been more of a Trissotin

than was to be expected from the powers of his mind, and

from the great part which he had jjlayed in life. We are as-

sured in these Memoirs that the first thing which he did in

the morning was to write a copy of verses. When the family

20 and guests assembled, the poem made its appearance as regu-

larly as the eggs and rolls ; and Mr. Gleig requires us to be-

lieve that, if from any accident Hastings came to the bi'eak-

fast table without one of his charming performances in his

hand, the omission was felt by all as a grievous disappoint-

ment. Tastes differ widely. For ourselves, we must say that,

however good the breakfasts at Daylesford may have been,

—

and we are assured that the tea was of the most aromatic

flavour, and that neither tongue nor venison-pasty was want-

ing,—we should have thought the reckoning high if we had

30 been forced to earn our repast by listening every day to a new

madrigal or sonnet composed by our host. We are glad,

however, that Mr. Gleig has preserved this little feature of

character, though we think it by no means a beauty. It is

good to be often reminded of the inconsistency of human na-

ture, and to learn to look without wonder or disgust on the

weaknesses which are found in the strongest minds. Diony-

sius in old times, Frederic in the last century, with capacity

and vigour equal to the conduct of the greatest affairs, united

all the little vanities and affectations of provincial blue-

40 stockings. These great examples may console the admirers

of Hastings for the affliction of seeing him reduced to the

*
level of the Hayleys and Sewards.
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When Hastings had passed many years in retirement, and

had long outlived the common age of men, he again became

for a short time an object of general attention. In 1813 the

charter of the East India Company was renewed ; and much
discussion about Indian affairs took place in Parliament. It

was determined to examine witnesses at the bar of the Com-
mons ; and Hastings was ordered to attend. He had ap-

peared at that bar once before. It was when he read his

answer to the charges which Burke had laid on the table.

Since that time twenty-seven years had elapsed
;
public feel- 10

ing had undergone a complete change ; the nation had now
forgotten his faults, and i-emembered only his services. The

reappearance, too, of a man who had been among the most

distinguished of a generation that had passed away, who now
belonged to history, and who seemed to have risen from the

dead, could not but produce a solemn and pathetic effect. The
Commons received him with acclamations, ordered a chair to

be set for him, and when he retired, rose and uncovered.

There were, indeed, a few who did not sympathize with the

general feeling. One or two of the manage r.s of the impeach- 20

ment were present. Thej- sate in the same seats which they

had occupied when they had been thanked for the services

which they had rendered in \Yestminster Hall ; for, by the

courtesy of the House, a member who has been thanked in

his place is considered as having a right always to occupy

that place. These gentlemen were not disposed to admit

that they had employed several of the best years of their

lives in persecuting an innocent man. They accordingly

kept their seats, and pulled their hats over their brows ; but

the exceptions only made the i>revailing enthusiasm more re- 30

markable. The Lords received the old man with similar

tokens of respect. The University of Oxford conferred on

him the degree of Doctor of Laws ; and, in the Sheldonian

Theatre, the undergraduates welcomed him with tumultuous

cheering.

These marks of public esteem were soon followed by marks

of royal favour. Hastings was sworn of the Privy Council,

and was admitted to a long private audience of the Prince

Regent, who treated him very graciously. When th£ Em-
peror of Piussia and the King of Prussia ^^sited England, 4©
Hastings appeared in their train both at Oxford and in the

Guildhall of London, and, though surrounded by a crowd of
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princes and great warrio'rs, Avas everywhere ijiKceived with

marks of resj^ect and admiration. He was presented by the

Prince Regent both to Alexander and to Frederic William
;

and his Royal Highness went so far as to declare in public

that honours far higher than a seat in the Privy Council were

due, and would soon be paid, to the man who had saved the

British dominions in Asia. Hastings now confidently ex-

pected a peerage ; but, from some unexplained cause, he was

again disappointed.

10 He lived about fovir years longer, in the enjoyment of good

spirits, of faculties not impaired to any painful oi' degrading

extent, and of health such as is rarely enjoyed by those who
attain such an age. At length, on the twenty-second of

Aiigust, 1818, in the eighty-sixth year of his age, he met

death with the same tranquil and decorous fortitude which

he had opposed to all the trials of his various and eventful

life.

With all his faults—and they were neither few nor small

—

only one cemetery was worthy to contain his remains. In

20 that temple of silence and reconciliation where the enmities

of twenty generations lie buried, in the great Abbey which

has during many ages afforded a quiet resting-place to those

whose minds and bodies have been shattered bj^ the conten-

tions of the Great Hall, the dust of the illustrious accused

should have mingled with the dust of the illustrious accusers.

This was not to be. Yet the place of interment was not ill

chosen. Behind the chancel of the parish church of Dayles-

ford, in earth which already held the bones of manj' chiefs of

the house of Hastings, was laid the coffin of the greatest man

30 who has ever borne that ancient and widely extended name.

On that very spot, probably, fourscore years before, the little

Warren, meanly clad and scantily fed, had jjlayed with the

children of ploughmen. Even then his young mind had re-

volved plans which might be called romantic. Yet, however

romantic, it is not likely that they had been so strange as the

truth. Not only had the poor orphan retrieved the fallen

fortunes of his line—not only had he repurchased the old

lands and rebuilt the old dwelling—he had preserved and ex-

tend^ an empire. He had founded a polity. He had ad-

40 ministeretl government and war with more than the capacity

of Richelieu. He had patronized learning with the judicious

liberality of Cosmo. He had been attacked by the most for-
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midable combination of enemies that ever sought the destruc-

tion of a single victim ; and over that combination, after a

struggle of ten years, he had triumphed. He had at length

gone down to his gi'ave in the fulness of age, in peace, after

so many troubles, in honour, after so much obloquy.

Those who look on his character without favour or malevo-

lence viill pronounce that, in the two great elements of all

social virtue, in respect for the rights of others, and in sym-

pathy' for the sufferings of others, he was deficient. His

principles were somewhat lax. His heart was somewhat 10

hard. But though we cannot with truth describe him either

as a righteous or as a merciful ruler, we cannot regard with-

out admiration the amplitude and fertility of his intellect,

his rare talents for command, for administration, and for con-

troversy, his dauntless courage, his honourable poverty, his

fervent zeal for the interests of the State, his noble equan-

imity, tried by both extremes of fortune, and never disturbed

by either.



NOTES
I.—4-8. Our feeling . . 1813 -Note in the illustration Macaulay's

judicial attitude.

•21. Oliver Cromwell—(lJf"i'-165S) a zealous Puritan and member of
the Long Parliament (1(340 -53), which he forcibly dissolved, and became
Lord Protector of the Commonwealth of England. See Green's " Short His-
tory," Sect. Puritan England.

22. Lely, Sir Peter,—a famous portrait-painter of the 17th century.

27. Carl-pated minions—the foppish favourites of Charles I., who
wore long curls, wliilst the Roundheads—Cromwell's followers—wore their
hair close-cropped.

II.—5. Great Danish sea-king—Hastings, who, at the head of a

number of Norse freebooters, invaded England in the time of King Alfred,
but was defeated by the latter and driven out of England in A.D. 896.

12. Renowned Chamberlain -the favourite minister and Lord
High Chamberlain of Edward IV. He was beheaded bv Richard III.

in 1483.

13. White Rose—the floral emblem of the Yorkists, in the prolonged
contests (1455-85) with the Lancastrians, whose emblem was the red rose.
This struggle for the succession to the Crown of England is known in his-

tory as the "Civil Wars of the Roses." #
14. The Tudors—(1485-1003) the ruling dynasty in England fropi the

accession of Henry VII. to the death of Elizabeth.

15. Earldom of Huntingdon -a claimant for the Earldom of this

house, which had been (^orm^nt for thirty years, came forward at the be-
ginning of the present century, and, after jiroving his descent from an
early branch of the family, gained possession of the title and estates.

29. Speaker Lenthal—Speaker of the House of Commons at the
time of the " Long Parliament."

III.— Isis— 22. The Tiiames river above Oxford bears this name. The
rivulet spoken of in the text is a tributary of the Thames. Daylesford is

situate on this stream.

11-30. But no cloud ... to die—Note this fine passage, and
the essayist's manifest sympathy with young Hastings' ambition and the
associations that filled the boy's mind.

42. 'Westminster School—founded by Queen Elizabeth for the
education of forty lioys. who are known as " Queen's Scholars."

IV.—2. Vinny (Vincent) Bourne—an English schoolmaster and fine

Latin scholar. His pupil, Cowper, the Poet, ranks him with Ovid. He
died in 1747.

4. Churchill, Charles—(1731-64) author of The Rose/ad, and other
satirical writings.

Coleman, George [Uie elder] (1733-94) a translator and playwright.

Llofd, Robart (l733-tU) po't and miscellaneous writer.

Cumberland, Richard (1732-1811) a dramatist and essay writer.

10. Shy and secluded post, -Wm. Cowper (1731-1800) author of
" The Task," the billad of " John Gilpin," &c. He resided for a long time
at Olney, on the Ouse, in Buckinghamshire.

29-30. Elijah Impey, Sir,—afterwards Chief Justice of the Sujireme
Court of Calcutta, and discreditably connected with Hastings in his arbi-

trary acts in India. For his mmy "corrupt deeds he was recalled to Eng-
land, and impeached in 1783. Micaulay represents him as a vile tool of

Hastings : note how the essayist foreshadows this by speaking of him here

as a school-fag.
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41. Christ Church,— one of the largfst of the Oxloid Colleges. Ft

was foiiiukd in loL'j by Ciudinal Wolsey.

V. -11. Writership . . . Company.— /See sketch of Indian
history (page .\i.) Tlie stafl'of the E. I. Co. consisted of nierehant.s, fac-

tors, and writers. The wrilei; entered the service as a clerk or book-
keeper ; from this position he rose to be a factor, who inspected and
bought thegofds;and finally attained the position of a inerchant, who
had charge of tlic " Factory" or place of trade.

21. Fort William,— erected by the British in 1757 to protect Cal-
cutta (on the Ilocighly) the capital of Bengal. It was the scene of the
massacre of the "Black Hole."

23. Dupleix, Joseph, (pronounced Du-pla) Governor of the French
possessions in India. At first, a clever but unscrupulous trader ; after-

wards, a scheming politician and intriguer for territorial jiossessions and
power in India ; for a time successful, but ultimately unfortunate, ruinecl

ami disgraced. See Macaulay's essay on Lord Clive. AUo, sketch of Indian
history, {p. xii.)

25-2(5. The War . . . Carnatic. Sec sketch ot Indian history

(p. xii.)

28. Clive, Robert -Baron Plasscy [172.^)-74J. Sec Intro, du English
Composition, (p. .x.xvii) andMacaulay's essay.

38. Mogul,— the Mohaniniedan ruler at Delhi.

39. Bengal, Orissa, and Bahar.— Bengal is the largest and most
populous of the twelve provinces of British India, capital, Calcutta.
Orissa and Bahar, the two provinces within the Presidency of Bengal ;

Bahar lies to the north, Orissa to the south.

VI.—6-11. Surajah Dowlah—See Macaulay's essay on Lord Clive.

Dutch Company— i'te sketch Indian history, (pp. xi, xii.)

12. Nabob- (Curruption of N'a.wab) deputy of the Nizam, who derived
his power trom tlu- Mogul rulers at Delhi.

15. Black Hole,—a confined gaol-room in Fort William, in which 140
English prisoners were thrust over a hot summer night, in June, 1756. All
but 23 were found dead in the morning,having been suttbcated or trampled to
death. See an account of the atrocity in Macaulay's essay on '

' Lord Clive."

40. Plassey—This battle, which was fought in a grove, some 70 miles
north of Calcutta, practically established British rule in India. It was
won by Lord Clive, June 23rd, 1757, with a small army of 2,000 .Sepoys,

1,000 Europeans, and 8 cannon, against the forces ot Surajah Dowlah,
numbering 35.000 foot, 15,000 horse, and 50 cannon.

Meer JafBer.—After the victory of Plassey, Dowlah was deposed
from the viceroyalty of Bengal, and by his successor put to death. The
British gave Jafher the nominal rule of the Province ; but he was after-

wards dethroned in favour of his son-in-law, Meer Cossim. The latter,

however, revolted, and at Patna massacred 2,000 Sepoys and 200 Euro-
peans. By the battle of Buxar, won by Sir Hector Mumo in 1764, Bengal
was re-conquered, and both it and the adjoining province of Oude became
subject to Britain. Oude was for a time restored on the payment of an en-
ormous ransom. From this period the native rulers were for the most part
puppets of the British administration at Calcutta, and the East India Co.
levied on the territories of the Nabobs at its will. See essay on Lord Clive.

VII.—8-34. On one side . . morality.—Note this fine pas-
sage, in which the essayist sets forth the malign influence of a dominant
over a subject race.

7. Mr. Vansittart—Interim Governor of Bengal in Lord Clive's ab-
sence in England (1760-65). Hastings was a member of Council at Calcutta
during his administration.

34.—VIII—30. There w^as . . . freebooter. -Note here the
evils of the East India Co's. rule at the period, and the attitude of Has-
tings, in taking no part in the common plunder.

42. Rotten Boroughs,—towns, the electorate of which could be
bought by aspirants for Parliamentary honours.
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VIII.— 1. St. James's Square,—a home of fashion in the neigh-
bourhood of St. James's Palace, London.

26. Buccaneer—a pirate. Galleon—a Spanish trading-ship.

IX.— 1.5. Revival of Letters—an intellectual movement which
spread over Europe at the beginning of the lOth century.

1-29. It is to be remembered . . . intercourse—Observe
Macaulay's sympathy with culture, and his approving comment on Hast-
ings' literary tastes, and the projects he had in his mind for extending a
knowledge of Oriental languages.

IS Company—the East India Co.

19. Ha'fiz and Ferdu'si,—Persian poets, the former of the 13th, and
the latter of the 10th century.

20. Johnson, Samuel, il709-84)-a famous critic and lexicographer,
whom Smollett, the novelist, called " The Great Cham of Literature." See
Boswell's "Life of Johnson," and Macaulay's essay thereon.

32, The Directors—the London managers of the East India Co.

35. Madras,—the capital of Madras Presidency, and the earliest set-

tlement of the E. I. Co. in India.

X.—4. Pagodas—an East Indian coin, worth about $2.

16. Indiaman—one of the old sailing ships trading to India.

XL—10. Franconia—now Bavaria, in Germany.

32. Port St. George—Madras.

XII. —6. Constitutional check—a provision in the Con.stitution,

or form of Government, to check abuses.

9. Delhi,—a wealthy city, on the Jumna, in the northern part of Hin-
dostan, and for over 200 years tlie seat of the Mogul power in India.

13-16. There was . . . Pepin.—Note Macaulay's wealth and
ready resources of illustration, though here it is rather recondite. The
same illustration, almost in the same words, does duty in Macaulay's essay
on Lord Olive, q. v.

1.5. AugUStulus, Odoacer—At the period of the Fall of the Wes-
tern Empire the Roman emperors were mere tools of the Gei'man gen-

erals. Odoacer, (434-493) a son of a chieftain of one of the Scyrii tribes

of the Danube, entered the imperial service, and in the year 475, at the

head of his barbarian mercenaries, invaded Italy and demanded to be
made proprietor of one-third of its soil. Romulus Augustulus, a youthful
son of Orestes, was then Emperor. On Odoacei''s demand being refused,

his fellow-soldiers deposed Augustulus and made Odoacer King of Italy.

For thirteen years he reigned with undisputed sway. In Theodoric's in-

vasion of Italy 0<loacer was repeatedly defeated, and finally perished at

the hands of the Goth.

Merovingians, Charles Martel, Pepin—Merovingians, a once
vigorous dynasty that ruled Germany from the time of Clovis to that of
Charlemagne. With the death of Dagobert (A.D. 638) the Kings became
mere shadows of power beside their high officers of State. These were
called Mayors of the Palace. Charles Martel and the Pepins of Haristel,

about the end of the Merovingian line, filled this ancestral office, and were
the real rulers of the country. Their descendants afterwards succeeded
to the throne of Germany.

24. At present,—When Macaulay wrote his essay, in 1841. The
power is now vested in the Crown, represented by the Government of the

day, and by the Secretary of State for India,

33. Mr. Pitt, the younger, (1759-1806) son of the Earl of Chatham, and
for 17 years Prime Minister of England. In 1784 Pitt passed in Parlia-

ment what is known as " The India Bill," establishing a Board of Control

over the afl'airs of the East India Company. See Macaulay's essay on Pitt.

Mr. Dundas—(1740-lSll) -afterwards Viscount Melville. A Scottish

statesman in the British Parliament who assisted Pitt in passing his India

Bill.
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34. Burke, Edmund,—(l'30-07) a distinguished statesman, elo-

•luent orator, and able philosophic writer. With the two other great Whig
orators of the period—Fox and Sheridan—Burke won undying fame by his

magnificent speeches on the impeachment of Warren Hastings.

XIII.— 3(5. Mussulman,—a believer in the religion of -Mahomnied.

30. Important, lucrative, and splendid—A severe taste would
cancel the third adjective : it has a weakening effect.

XIV.—1. Brahmin.—Sec sketch of Indian history.

3. Maharajah —lit. " Great Ra.jah." Rajah is the title borne by a na-
tive prince ; hi.s territory is called a roj.

7. Caste.—Sc'' sketch of Indian history. v

10.—XV'—0. What . . . Sidney.—Note in this clever disnuisition\
on the Bengalee character : 1, .Macaulay's love of minute details ; 2, his fond-
ness for antithesis ; 3, his apt comparisons and wealth of illustration ; 4, i

the art with which he piles up an iadictmcnt ; and, 5, the climactic force
with which he brings home to the reader the ingrained deceit of Jfuncomar. '

14-15. He lives . . . vapour bath.—This may be .said to be
literally true ; for the atmosphere of the Valley of the Ganges, owing to the
great heat, is at times like that an ing from a steam bath. Its weakening
effect upon the physical and mental framework of the Bengalee is well
brought out in the illustration, 11. 23-26.

25. Ionian,—one of an effiemiuate race, once inhabiting Ionia, in Asia
Minor. Juvenal, (A. D. 30-100). last of the Roman poets and satirists.

26. Jew . . . Dark Ages.—The Jews of the period (A. D. 500
1400) were, in so-called Christian countries, a down-trodden race, subjected
to every outrage.

42. Stoics . . . ideal sage—a sect of Greek philosophers, led
by Zena, who taught his followers to be indifferent to sutfermg and all ill.

XV.—7. Mucius,—a valorous Roman, remarkable for his fortitude in
bearing suffering.

9. Algernon Sidney -(1622-83)—an English patriot who, with
Lords Russell and Essex, was accused of taking part in the Rye
House Plot against Charles II. He was found guilty, though on insuffi-

cient e\idence, by the infamous Judge Jeffreys, and beheaded on Tower
Hill. His demeanour at his execution has gained him the admiration of
history.

16. French . . . Carnatic.

—

See sketch of Indian history.

XVI.—20. Leadenhall Street— .\ street in London in which were
the offices of the E.ist India Co. '

XVII.—2. Double Government,—the dominant rule of the English
and the subordinate local rule of the native princes. Clive, it will be re-

membered, entrusted the internal government of Bengal—the collection of
the revenue, the administration of justice, the maintainance of order, &c.

—

to a native minister of the Xabob of the Province. It was this Hastings
now determined to get rid of, and to assume for the Company the entire
internal ailministration. The dual system of government extended from
1765, when Clive established it, to the present time, 1772, when Hastings
abolished it and removed the Provincial exchequer from Moorshedabad to
Calcutta, appointing European officers, under the title of Collectors, to
superintend the collections, and to preside in the revenue courts. In this
great ailministrative work Hastings was to be no less successful than in
his military policy, though it led him into very questionable transactions
with, and at times into rapacious measures in regard to, some of the na-
tive rulers.

15. Patna,—capital of the then Province cf Bahar, situate on the Gan-
ges, north-west of Calcutta. It was the scene of the first Sepoy mutiny,
quelled by Sir Hector Munro. and came into prominence during the revolt
of Meer Cossim. Schitab (pr. She-tawb) Roy was at this period Rajah.

40. Munny Begum—female guardian of the young Xabob of Bengal,
who is said to have made presents to Hastings, to whom she owed her
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appointment. Records concerning her jiresents were excluded as evidence
on Hastings' trial.

XIX.—7. Lacs of rupees,— a lac is 100,000 ; a silver rupee is worth
about fifty cents ; a gold rupee about S7.50.

19-25. Govern leniently . . . rapaciovis.— Note liere Mac-
aulay's scarcely concealed sarcasm and liis use of antitliesis.

XX.—13. Corah and Allahabad,—two ]irovinces, lying in the
north-west of India, .sold by the English to the Nabob of Oude. The city

of Allahabad is at the confluence of the Jumna and the Ganges.

13-15. On the plea . . . concessions. —Since the decline of
the Mogul power tlie Mahrattas exercised no little influence in Northern
Hindostan.

31. Vizier . . . Hindostan—Sujah Dowlah, Prince of Oude,
(1754-75) assumed the title of Vizier (Prime Minister) or deputy of the
Mogul.

32-35. Electors . . . Grand Marshal—rulers of two Prussian
provinces, who had a vote in electing the Emperor of Germany ; hence
the title of " Electors."

XXL— 12. Rich . . . Sanscrit—See sketch of Indian history

(p. 9). Sanscrit was the ancient language of India, and that in which the
Sacreil Books of the Hindoos were written.

13. Hyphasis and Hystaspes—the Sutlej ( ? the Beas) and the
Jellum, the great feeders of the river Indus, which drains part of the
northern Himalayas.

19. Ghizni—a town and fortress in Afghanistan, taken by storm in

1839 during English interference with Afghan aff'airs.

21. Great mountain ridge—tlie Hindoo Koosh range of the Hima-
layas, througli the passes of which the Mohammedan conquerors of India
entered Hindostan.

25. Cabul and Candahar the two chief cities of Afghanistan ; the
former is the residence of the Ameer.

27. Rohillas—a brave people, of Afghan origin, who, since Ahmad
Shah's desolating invasion in 1761, had held possession of Rohilcund, a

province lying to the north-west of Oude. In the years 1773-4 the Rohillas

were mercillessly crushed by the forces of the Nabob of Oude and the
English troops Hastings had lent out for hire.

31. Kumaon—formerly a province lying close to the Himalayas, near
the sources of the Ganges. The latter, rising m the Himalayas, flow&
south-east to the sea through the North-west provinces, Oude, Bahar, and
Bengal. Its length is 1,500 miles.

32. Aurungzebe—(1658-1707), the sixth and most princely of the Mo-
hammedan emperors. See sketch of Indian history (p. 10).

37. Lahore . Comorin— i. e. from the north to the south of
India. Lahore,the cajiital of the Punjab ; Cape Comorin, the most southerly
point of Hindostan.

XXII. —3. Su.iah Dowlah—See note XX, 81, (not to be confounded
with Surajali Dowlah, Nabob of Bengal, of " Black Hole" infamy )

6. Catherine to Poland- During the reign of the Empress Cather-
ine II of Russia (1762-96) there were three partitions of the once Kingdom
of Poland, viz.: in 1772, in 1793, and in 1795. Austria and Germany had a

share in the spoil ; but the bulk of the territory was annexed by Russia

Bonaparte . . . Spain—In 1808, Napoleon, wisliing to annex
Spain and Portugal to France, sent an army to enter Madrid and proclaim
his brother, Joseph Bonaparte, King. This led to what is known in British

history as the " Peninsular War."

24-31. Was it . . . day ?—Note, in this fine tribute to British

daring, tlie irony that lies beneath it.

XXIIL—5-40. If we understand . . . other—Note Macau-
lay's indignant comment on the infamous Rohilla war, and his hot argu-
ments in reply to the view of the matter taken by the biographer of

Hastings.
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14-15. German Princes . Americans -Hessian and other
Continental troops wore used as "auxiliaries'' by Britain in the Revolu-
tionary war. Tlif German princes who let them out for hire Maoaulay
terms Hussar-mongers— ' e., trafflcers in horse-soldiery.

27. Major Scott (of the Bengal army) a member of the British Parlia-
ment, to whom Hastings, on his return from India, foolishly entrusted his
defence against impeachment.

34. Caput lupinum

—

lit. "awolrtsh head ;" or, freely intfrpreted,

a hungry and unscrupulous invader.

XXIV.—34-42. Mr. Hastings . . violated—Here the es-

sayist, wilh keej^oiiy, again falls upon Hastings' biographer.

XXV.—3sJ. Lord North—British Prime Minister (1770-82> and tool of
George III. during the American Revolutionary war. He resigned office

at the close of thehumihating struggle, and was succeeded by the Whigs.
By the " Regulating Act" (1773) Hastings became Governor-General of
India.

XXVI. -18. Sir Philip Francis—(1740-1818) -Public interest in this
character is owing not so much to his relations with Hastings in India,
nor to his active hostility against him in Parliament, but on account of
the theory which connects him with the authorship of " The Letters of
Junius " " These famous political articles, which trenchantly attacked the
Ministry of the day, appeared anonymously in the Public Advertiser during
the years 176^72. The secret of their authorship, though Maoaulay, on
what seems good evidence, traces it to Francis, has never been disclosed.

41. Lord Chatham— (1708-78) William Pitt, the elder, a great
English statesman, and for a time one of the chief opponents of Sir Robert
Walpole. He was Prime Minister during Clive's rule in India, and at the
period when Wolfe was laying siege to Quebec. During his administration
the war against France was conducted witli great spirit, and her navy was
all but annihilated. He opposed the ta.xation of the American Colonists,
but was equallj' opposed to granting them their independence. While
delivering a powerful speech in the House of Lords against making peace
with America, he was seized with an apoplectic fit, and died a few weeks
afterwards, on the 11th of May, 1778. Sec Macaulay's essay.

XXVII.—2. Lord Holland—an English statesman, descended from
Henrj- Fox, Secretarj' of State to George II. He was trained for public
life under his famou.'j uncle, Charles James Fox. See Macaulay's essay.

16—XXVIII. 26. The internal . . . Francis.-Note here Mac-
aulay's argument for considering Francis the author of Junius's Letters,
based on similarity of literary style and on resemblance in moral char-
acter.

31. Corneille- 1000-84), a great French dramatist.

32. Ben Jonson -(1574-1637), English poet-laureate, dramatist, and
friend of Shakespeare.

33. Bunyan, John—(1628-88), "the Bedford tinker," who wrote his
renowned " Pilgrim's Progress" in gaol. See Macaulay's essay.

34. Cervantes—(1547-1616), Spanish novelist, and author of " Don
Quixote."

37. Home Tooke-<1736-1812), political writer and author of a philo-
logical treatise, entitled "The Diversions of Purley."

XXVin.—3. Woodfall -(1745-1803,) printer of The Public Advertiser,
in which " Junius's Letters" appeared. He was prosecuted on account of
the publication.

21. Old Sarum—a " pocket borough," in Wiltshire, which the Reform
Bill of 1832 deprived of representation in Parliament.

31. Greorge Grenville-(1712-70) English Prime Minister, 1763-65,
during the John Wilkes agitation.

32. Lord Sixffolk—(1739-1820), John Howard, 1.5th Earl of Suffolk, a
general officer in the British army.

10
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34. Middlesex election—John Wilkes, (1727-97), liaving been
guilty of seditions language in articles written for his paper, The. North
Briton, while denouncing the Ministry of the day for agreeing to the peace
with America, he was prosecuted and fled to France. In 1768 he returned
and was elected to Parliament for Middlesex. He wa.s thrice expelled from
the House, and his expulsion gave rise to prolonged agitation and rioting.

In this agitation the freedom of the press was first asserted, and the rights
of constituencies against violations of the Constitution, on the part of a
despotic majority in the House of Commons, were vindicated.

XXIX.—9. Sir Elijah Impey.—See note to page IV, 29.

12. Inns of Court—the four Law Societies of London -the Inner and
Middle Temple, Lincoln's Inn, and Gray's Inn. *<«,

XXX.—1. Mahrattas —This famous Hindoo confederacy, which had
its rise in 1650 and its downfall in 181S, was composed of the several inde-
pendent tribes ruled at various times by the chiefs Bonsla, Sevajee, Scin-
dia, Holkar, and the Guicowar, of Baroda. Each reigning )iouse had its

own distinctive territory, though they all raided, not only over the Decean,
but at times over nearly the whole of Hindostan. The English contests
with the Mahrattas occurred during the years 1779-81, 1803-4, and 1817-18.

With the latter year the Mahratta power was comijletely broken. The son
of the last reigning Rajah, who was a BritL^ih prisoner in the neighbourhood
of Cawnpore, was the infamous Nana Sahib, whose connection with the
Mutiny of 1857 is historic.

19-35. Some. . . . helpless.—Note in the apt illustration in the
first sentence of this passage the fate which not infrequently, though per-
haps undeservedly, befalls a man whom fortune deserts ; note also to what
lengths Asiatic mendacity went in the endeavour to accomplish Hastings'-
ruin, and see what befel Nuncomar in ttie way of retaliation.

XXXI. —1-2. Oates, Bedloe, Dangerfield—three scoundrels who,
at the close of the I7th century, jiretended to have discovered that plots

against the English Government were being hatched by Catholics.

Westminster Hall—the " Hall of Rufus," the great historic edifice

built by William II., which adjoins the English Houses of Parliament.

XXXIIl.— 22. Biographers excepted—a sarcastic reference to
Hastings' biographer, Mr. Gleig, who wislied to relieve the Governor of re-

sponsibility for the fate of Nunc/oiuar. Macaulay, while he condemns the
act, holds Chief Justice Impey, and not Hastings, responsible.

XXXVI.—10. Dacca—once the capital of Bengal, 150 miles n. e. of

I
Calcutta.

XXXVII.—5. Lord Stafford—a Catholic nobleman executed in 1680,

on a charge of treason made by Titus Oates. See note to page 31, line 1.

XXXVIII.—17. Tour to the Hebrides -an account of a visit paid
by Dr. Samuel Johnson to the Scottish Hebrides, published in 1773.

Jones' Persian grammar—a work published in I77i by the
eminent Asiatic scholar, Sir William Jones, [1745-94.]

32-33. Would . . . win—Macbeth, Act I, Sc. V.

XXXIX.—3. Court of Proprietors—general meeting of the E. I.

Company sliareholilers.

7. Lord Sandwich—Jolm Montagu (1718-92), an English statesman.

XL. —12. Berar -one of the central provinces of India, made over to
British administration by the Nizam of Hyderabad.

XLII.—5-34. The truth . . . dominions—England was at that

time at war with America, France, Spain, and Holland. The personal
ministry of George III. was as disastrous as the ministry of the first Pitt

under George II. had been glorious. See Macaulay's review of Hastings'
administration, page 68.

27. Armed . . . Baltic—a mutual compact by Russia, Sweden,
and Denmark to resist England'.s right of search on the high seas.

29. Straits of Calpe -Straits of Gibraltar.



NOTES. 115

XIiIII.~2. Sevajee— (1627-80) founder of the Mahratta confederaov.
He long waged war against the Mogul dynasty, and from the Emperor Aur-
ungzebe extorted recognition of his kingdom.

11-15. The Bonslas . . . Holkar—.Sec note on the Mahratta.s,
XXX, 1.

14. Guzerat—a province in Western Hindostan, on the Gulf of Caiii-

bay ; capital, Baroda.

15. Malwa—a district to the east of Guzerat and south of Bundelcund.

16. Gooti a fortitied point on the Eastern Ghauts, to the north of My-
sore.

18. Tanjore—a district in South-eastern India.

ly. Double government. See " Themes for Composition ;" not to
be confounded with " Double Government/' XVII, 2

23. House of Tamerlane—descendants of Timur, the Tartar, who
in 1400 founded a new dynasty in the Mogul kingdom.

27. Rol faineant {rwali fa-na-ong), a lazy, do-nothing King.

28. Sattara—a fortified town on the Western Ghauts, south of Bombay.
20. Peshwa—The titular head of tlie Mahratta confederacy at Poonah.

30. Poonah—Formerly the capital of the Western Mahrattas, to tin-

south of Bombay.

32. Aurungabad-a city lying to the n. e of Bombay, a favourite
residence of the Emjieror Auriingzebe.

Bejapoor—a town in Bombay Presidency, west of Hyderabad.

38. Louis XVI.—(1754-03) King of France, beheaded during the Revo-
lution. His consort, Marie Antoinette, was executed nine montlis after
him.

XLIV —0. Cairo—On the Nile ; capital of Egypt.

13. Pondicherry—a city south of Madras, and chief of the French
possessions in the Carnatic. It was captured by the English in 1760, and
restored to the French in 1815. See sketch of Indian history.

IS Lascars—Native seamen of India.

36. Sir Eyre Coote—an Irish General in the British army, victor at
Wandewash, 1760 ; at Pondicherry, 1761 ; and at Porto Novo, 1781. In this
last engagement Hyder Ali was defeated, and shortly afterwards the first

Mysore war was brought to a close.

XLV.—2. Lally, Thomas—an Irishman in the French service, who
commanded at Wandewash and Pondicherry. .

Wandewash—a French stronghold in the Carnatic, situate between^
Madras and Pondicherry.

IS. PoUilore, Porto Novo—two villages in the southern part of
Mysore, scenes of the above-mentioned engagements.

XLVI.-ll. The "Regulating Act," 1773—See Green's "Short
HLstory," Chap X. See. II, p. 75.S.

XLVII.—31. "Wat Tyler—The leader of a peasant insurrection in
Kent in 1380, the origin of which was a taxgatherer's insult to a young girl

of Dartford. Tyler was slain by the Lord Mayor of London.

15. Alguazils—fal'ga'zeelsJ a Spanish term for an inferior officer of
ju.stice.

XLVIII.—6. Sponging-houses—places to which debtors used to be
taken before commitment to prison, and where bailiffs used to sponjeupon
them, or riot at their cost. See Johnson's Dictionary.

XLIX.—28. Rich, quiet, and infamous—Note the epigrammatic
force of these words, and with what brevity they summarise the trans-
action.

L.—1. Jeflferies —(sometimes, Jeffreys) a judge of unsavoury fame
who conducted the " Bloody Assize" after the Monmouth Rebellion, 1685.

LI.— 40. Dervise—a Mohammedan priest or monk of great austerity
and professing poverty.
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LII.—9. Louis XI.—King of Frauce (1461-83) " of iron will and subtle

thougli pitiless nature."

16. Hyder Ali—Tlie two strongest Mussulman potentates in India at

this period were the Nizam of the Deecan and Hyder Ali, of Mysore. Both
were anxious to induce the Mahrattas to join them against the English.

The Nizam of Hyderabad and the Maliratta of Nagpore, Hastings, by his

diplomacy, liad pacified. The ruler of Mysore, incensed at the reckless

conduct of the Madras Government, had, however, taken up arms, and
liis cavalry ravaged the country to the walls of Madras. The Mysore
army was not only well-disciplined but admirably handled. For a time the

fate of Southern India was in doubt. Hastings, with the help of Eyre

Coote, at length saved it, and peace was concluded in 17S4. Hyder Ali

died in 1782, tliongh his son, Tijipoo Saib, lived to direct two later wars
agaiBSt the English, dying in the breach at Seringapatam when that

fortress was stormed under General Harris. The assault was led by General

Baird ; and Cohmel Sir Arthur Wellesley, afterwards Duke of Wellington,

l)articipated in it. This event occurred while a brother of the latter, the

Marquis of Wellesley, was Governor-General.

36. Coleroon— (better known as tlie Cauvery) a river risingin Mysore,
and issuing on the Coromandel coast, to the south of Pondicherry.

38. Mount St. Thomas—a high elevation contiguous to Madras.

LIII.— 9. Sir Hector Munro—at one time Cnmmander-in Chief of

the forces in India and member of the Madras Council. He had a long and
honourable military career iu the East. He distinguished himself in en-

gagements with Sujah Dowlah, with the Mogul Emperor, and with Hyder
Ali. The mutiny at Patna was suppressed by Munro. Sec note XVII, 15.

10. Baillie, Colonel—After desperate conflicts with Hyder's array

this officer's small but gallant force was obliged to surrender, and was cut
to pieces.

LIV.—30. Benares— a city of great wealth, on the Ganges, and capital

of the province. By the Hindoos it is esteemed the chief of the sacred
cities of Hindostan.

30—Lv.—12. His first design . . . Cashmere—a fine de-

scriptive passage, enriched by tlie eflfective illustration in the closing sen-

„ fence.

35-37. Sacred apes, holy hulls—In India both are considered
sacred : ape-worship is common iu the East.

LV.—11. Golconda—a city in the dominions of the Nizam of Hydera*
bad, once famous for its diamond mines. It was twice besieged by the
Emperor Aurungzebe.

%L 12. Cashmere—a province close to the Himalayas, and lying between

^ the Punjab and Kashgaria. It is noted for its rich Cashmere shawls.

14-15. The great anarchy— Consequent upon the fall of tlie Mogul
Kingdom (after the murder, in 1759, of the Emperor Alamgir II ) hastened
by Persian invasion and Mahratta conquest. Upon the death of the Em-
peror there ensued a long period of strife among the native tribes for mas-
tery in India. Mohammedan rule, after this, was merely nominal ; while
that of Britain became more and more dominant.

24. Cheyte Sing— Rajah of Benares. Hastings' part in the Rohilla

war, and his oppression and plunder of Cheyte Sing, the Queen mother and
princesses of Oude, are great stains upon his reputation. The shameful
story is told with considerable detail by Macaulay, and it forms the first

of the charges in Hastings' impeachment. See Intro, pp. xx and xxii.

For its motive, see the essay, p. 59, 11. 6-9. "The plan . . pos-
sessions."

LVI.— 8. Carlovingian empire, -ll. Hugh Capet—The Carlo-
vingian line of Franco-German sovereigns extends from Charlemagne to
Louis (or Ludwig) V. At its dissolution, the Capetian line begins with the
nominal rule, in 987, of Hugh Capet, Duke of the Franks. With the ac-

cession of this dynasty begius the line of French kings projier. The au-
thority of Hugh Capet was not good throughout France. 'The dukes of
Britanny and Normandy, while they paid homage to Capet, were supreme
in their own districts.
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17. Charles the Tenth, in 1824, succeeded Louis XVIII. on the
throne of France, but was exiled six years afterwaids, when Louis Phil-
ippe aseended the throne. Cliarles X. pursued a retrograde policy, at-

tacked the freedom of the press, and encouraged Ultramontane preten-
-sions. In July, 1830, he published the ordinances which threw Paris into
the revolution known as the Three Days of Barricades, the result of which
was to lose him his throne.

21. Prince Louis Bonaparte—" Louis Napoleon" is no doubt here
intended. In .\uj;ust, 1S40, tlie nephew of the first Napoleon, afterwards
Emperor of tlie Frencli, jilanned a second invasion of France witli the ob-
ject of succeeding to tlie throne. While an exile in England he left its

shores with a small following, and landed at Boulogne, where he unfurled
the Imi)erial standard, but was ignoniiniously beaten off, and subequently
captured and imprisoned. He afterwards escaped from the place of his

conlinement, and on the aVidication of Louis Philipjie, returned to France,
and by the cotiji d'etat of December ^nd, 1S51, became President and sub-
sequently Emperor.

23.—LVII.—42. Of the existing governments . . . chose.
—In these paragraphs we lind some justification, though not on moral
grounds, for Hastings' conduct. Among the native rulers the real and the
nominal sovereignty was, as Macaulay remarks, disjoined. So far as titles

and forms went, the Jlogul ruled ; but the "heir of Tamerlane" was now a
British captive, and his lieutenants were " independent princes." As
Hastings viewed the situation, the native sovereigns might " play at
royalty," but the English were the masters of India.

LVI.—40-41. De facto -Z,fir<. really ;
' from the fact. ' De jure -by

right ;
' from the law.'

LIX.—36-40. He was now . . . breach—Cf. p. 14, 11. 10-20.

LXL—31. Major Popham— a British officer who distinguished him-
self in the firet Mahrafta war. He captured Lahar and Pateeta, and
stormed the rock-fortress of Gwalior, considered the key of Hinddstan.

LXII.—10. Asaph-ul-Dowlah—Nabob of Oude. See Sheridan's
great speech on the "Spoliation of the Begums," in connection with the
impeachment of Hastings. Oude now despoiled was finally annexed under
Lord Dalhousie's administration, in 1856. The axiom upon which that
high-minded statesman acted was " the greatest good to the greatest.num-
ber." Princely debauchees, his theory was, only cumliered the ground ;

and, in annexing Oude, he did so on the plea that "no false sentiment
should preserve dynasties which had forfeited our sympathies by genera-
tions of misrule, or prolong those that had no natural successor."

LXIIL—4. Lucknow—At the period, the capital of Oude, and7^n
1857, famous as the scene of the relief, by Sir H. Havelock, of its belea-

guered English defenders during the Sepoy rebellion. It is situate on the
Goomti, a tributary of the Ganges.

8. Chunar f^Ku'. ;—^ fortified town on the Ganges, about 20 miles s. w.
of Benares.

22. The Begums—the wife and mother of Sujah Dowlah, Nabob of

Oude. In 1775, when this ruler died, the two Begums claimed that his

hoarded treasure, amounting to two or three millions sterling, had been
made over to them as their x>'"ivate property, and could not be used as

revenues of the State for the payment of tribute to the East India Co. or
for any other purpose. The new ruler, Asaph-nl-DowIah, by dint of coax-
ing, had got his mother and grandmother to dole out some of the treasure.

It was the remainder Hastings set his eyes upon, and with the Nabob's
connivance, endeavoured to wring'from the princesses, with what success
will be seen from the text.

30. Fyzabad—(modern spelling, Foizahad)—a town in the Province of

Oude, 60 miles east of Lucknow.

LXVIIL—20-38. Not only . . . Hastings—At this period the
United States ( the " thirteen Colonies ") had won independence ; Ireland
was putting forward a claim for her independence, and for a time (from
1782 to ISOO) had been given a local parliament ; and by the Treaties of
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Paris and Versailles England had surrendered to France and Spain posses-
sions she had formerly wrested from these powers. In India, thanks to
Warren Hastings, Britain had the while been wholly a gainer. See Green's
" Short History," Chap, x, Sec. 2, (Page 701).

LXIX.—4 5. Lewis XVI. . . . Emperor Joseph—France
and Germany were at the time two of the most ]iopulous states in Europe.

LXX.—5-6. Marlborough . . . deputies—John Churchill,
Duke of Marlborough (1650-1722) while conducting the war in Spain and
in Flanders, during the reign of Queen Anne (1702-14), had under him, be-
sides his English troops, those of Holland and Germany. In his campaigns
he was constantly thwarted by the German princes and the Dutch deputies.
His military genius, nevertheless, enabled him to win great victories ;

though his ijolitical foes in England prevented Inm from long enjoying the
honors of them.

0-8. Wellington . . . Mr. Percival—The Duke of Wellington,
during the Peninsular war, was embarrassed at times by the want of
ready support on the i>art of the Spanish Juntas, or War Committee, and
of the Ministry which represented the Portugal Regency, while the Queeu
was insane. After the defeat at Corunna of Sir John Moore, Mr. Percival,
the English Prime Minister, (1809-12) was also lukewarm in prosecuting
the war against the French in Spain and Portugal ; and he threw on Wel-
lington the responsibility of remainiug further witli the English troops in

the Peninsula. Wellington readily accepted the responsibility and added
to the battle-flag of England the honors of Talavera, Badajos, and Sala-
manca.

LXX r.— 24. Milton, John—(1608-74), one of England's chief poets
and a great jirose writer ; author of Paradise Lost and Regained, &c.

Adam Smith—(1723-90), political economist, and author of The
Wealth of Nations, published in 1776, a work which may be said to have
given birth to the doctrine of " Free Trade."

24-27. To substitute . . . Arabian expositions— In Hast-
ings' time tlic jirartical wisdom of the West, with the fruit of discovery in

every department of tliought, had not been introduced into ludia. Learn-
ing was still represented by the puerilities of the Brahminical schools, or

by the hagy notions of the physical world of the ancient Greeks, with Ara-
bian interpretations thereof, which had goc into India through its Moham-
medan conquerors.

29. Virtuous ruler—Lord Wm. Bentinck, Governor-General (1828-

35), and an enlightened ruler. He abolished sati, or widow-burning,
and suppressed thuggism, or assassination by strangling. Macaulay pen-
ned the following inscription for Bentincks' monument at Calcutta :

—
" He abolished cruel rites; he effiieed humihating distinctions; he gave
liberty to the expression of public opinion ; his constant study was to ele-

vate the intellectual and moral character of the natives committed to his

charge."

39. Asiatic Society—an association of learned men who, at Cal-

cutta, in 17S3, founded a society for the study of Oriental literature.

42. Sir Wm. Jones—(1746-94), a famous Orientalist, "who by point-

ing out the connection of Sanskrit and Latin and Greek laid the foundation

of philology."

LXXII.— 3. Pundits— (sometimes, Pandits), learned Brahmins, ex-

pounders of the law.

6-9. What . . . Christians -The Portuguese during the whole
of the 16th century enjoyed a monopoly of the East Indian trade. The con-

temporary narratives of their conquests in India are full of horror. At
Goa, which from 1510 has been the ca)iital of Portuguese India, they es-

tablished the Inquisition, and treated the Hindoos with the greatest

cruelty, as enemies of Portugal and of Christ.

LXXIIL—3. Hurricane . . . cavalry—Note the beauty of the

metaphor. The Mahratta cavalry were noted for the swiftness of their

movements and the unrestrained force of their attacks.
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. 23-25. Nurses . . . Sahib Warren Hostein—a tine tomh
this of Maoiiiilay. and a happy illustration of the " superstitious adinira-

' tion'" of the native Hindoos for Warren Hastings. The whole passage is

full of beauty.

Sahib—Lord : an East Indian courtesy title for an English gentleman.

LXXIV.— 111. Zemindar—a magistrate, landholder, and revenue col-

lector.

22. Carlton House -a luxuriantly-fumishA palace in London, given
to the Prince of Wales, afterwards George IV.

Palais Royal—at the period, a royal residence in Paris, furnished
with princely splendour.

LXXV.— 0. "His elegant Marian" the divorced Baroness Im-
hoff, whom Hasting.s niarrieil.

11. Sir Charles Grandison, Miss Byron—characters in Richard-
son's novel of Sir Charles Grayidison, jiublished in 1754. Sir Walter Scott
speaks of the hero of* this work of fiction as " the faultless monster that the
world ne'er saw."

27. Otium divos roga,t--(Everyo>ie asks the gods for repose) ; the
opening line of Od. XVI., Bk. II., by the Latin poet, Horace, (B.C. 68).

28. Lord Teignmouth—(Sir John Shore), a civil servant in India
who rose to be Governor-General (1793-8.) His knowledge of India was in

his time unsurpassed, and during his administration the " Permanent
'Land Settlement" was effected.

30-33. Who, like . . . need—Observe how nicely turned is this

compliment, yet what censure it conveys.

- 38.—Cheltenham—at the period, a fashionable English watering-
place, in Gloucestershire.

LXXVI— 25. Grattan, Henry—(1746 1820), an Irish orator and
statesman, noted for his eloquent speeches on Irish independence.

32-35. Surrounded . . . Trafalgar—another illustration of
Macaulay's wonderful power of utilizing his vast knowledge for the pur-
poses of illustration, by contrast or comparison. .\t Waterloo and Trafal-
gar, modern warfare being so different from ancient warfare. Hannibal and
Themistocles would have been incapable of successfully directing an en-
gagement.

34. Hannibal—(B.C. 247-183), the great Carthaginian general during
the second Punic war.

Themistocles—(B.C. 514-440), Athenian general and statesman. By
a stratagem of Tliemistocles the Persian fleet of Xerxes was destroyed by
the Greeks at Salamis.

LXXVIL— r;. Wedderbum -(1733-1805), a Scottish judge and states-
man.

M. Asiaticus—of Asia : Bengalensis—of Bengal.

LXXVIII.—3. Lord Mansfield-(1705-93), an eminent Scottish .judge,
known as the " silver-tongued .Murray.'

4. Lord Lansdowne—(2nd Earl of Shelbume), a General in the
British army, and statesman of the time of George III. In 1782, on the
decease of tlie Marquis of Rockingham, under whom he filled the office of
Secretary for Foreign Affairs, he became Prime Minister. He died in 1805.
The 5th Marquis of Lansdowne is now Governor-General of Canada.

18. Thurlow—(1732-1806), an Engli-sh .judge and statesman. Was
Lord Chancellor fnun 1783 to 1792.

36. Mr. Dundas—See note to page 12, 1. 33.

LXXIX.—16.—The Coalition— the union, in 17S3, of the Whigs under
Fox and the Tories under Lord Xorth, to oppose the ministry of Lord
Shelburne. Sec Green's " Short History," Chap. X, See. 3, Page'764.

20. Brooks's—a <lub in London, the favourite social resort of the lead-
ing Whig i"ditieians.
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31. Virgil's third eclogue—a pastoral j>oeiu of tlic Roman poet,
Virgil, who Jied B.C., 19.

38. Depending questions—a metaphorical allusion to Mrs. Hast'
ings' )irioeles.s Indian ear-rings, which, with " her necklace gleaming with
future voles," were understood to be within the gift of the lady to those
who would espouse her husband's cause in Parliament.

LXXX.—13-16. Mistook . . . ostentation—a severe comment
on Francis's life-long hostility to Hastings. Macaulay in this passage
would seem to characterise Francis's moral indignation at Hastings' con-
duct in India as a ]iiece of self-righteousness.

33, Fox, Charles James—(I74ivis06), one of the greatest of Eng-
lish statesmen, and a bitter opponent of Pitt and the war with France.
Burke called him " the greatest debater the world ever saw."

35-37. Burke . . . French republic—In 1790 Burke published
his famous Beflectioiis on the Eerohition in France, an eloquent attack on
the principles of the Revolutionists rather than on its events. The French
Revolution bad its origin in 1789, in a revolt against the oppressive gov-
ernment of the aristocracy. The first Republic lasted from 1793 to 1804.

LXXXI.—5. Las Casas, Bartolomeo de—(1474-1576), Apostle of
the Indies and Catholic Bishop of Chiapa. His humane interest in the In-

dians of South America led him to cross the Atlantic many times to plead
their cause befor° King Ferdinand and the Spanish Court, f

6. Clarkson, Thomas—(1760-1846), a Quaker philanthropist asso"
ciated with Wilberforce in the crusade against the iniquity of the slave"

trade. In 1808 he published his views on the subject.

10-11. A people ... in common—Recent philological re*
search shows that this statement is not correct. BoTli in blood and in
language the people of Europe are akin to the people of India. This was
not known, however, in Burke's day, nor in Macaulay's. See sketch of In-
dian hi.story, (page ix.)

14.—LXXXir. 18. His kno'wledge . . . London—"This pas-
sage," says Mr. Trevelyan, the essayist's biographer, " unsurpassed as it is

in force of language and splendid fidelity of detail by anything that Macau-
lay ever wrote or uttered, was inspired by sincere and entire sympathy
with that great statesman of whose humanity and breadth of view it is

the merited, and not inadecjuate, panegyric."

40. Imaum— a Mohammedan priest.

Mecca—a city of Arabia, the birthplace of IMahommed, and chief seat
of the religion of Moslem.

LXXXII.—8. Beaconsfleld—a town in Buckinghamshire, where
Burke had his country residence, and where he lies buried. In St. James's
Street was his town residence.

15. Lord George Gordon—(1750-93), a mischievous maniac, the
leader of a mob who, in 1780, on the pretext of seeking to repeal laws im-
posing penalties on Catholics, pillaged about London and inflamed the
populace. Though acquitted on his trial for high treason, he afterwards
fell into the hands of the authorities, and in 1793 died in prison.

17. Dr. Dodd—(1729-77), author of "Beauties of Shakespeare" ; a

fashionable preacher during the reigu of Geo. II. and III., and at one time
chaplain to the King. In 1777, he was executed for forging a bond on his

patron, the Earl of Chesterfield.

36. Stamp Act—a measure passed in the English Parliament, in 1765,

requiring the American Colonists to juit stamps on legal documents, the
sale of which would return a revenue to Britain. The obnoxious Act,
though it was repealed in the following year, led to the War of Iudei)en-

den,ce. See Green's "Short History," chap. X., sect. II., page 746.

LXXXIII.—3. The Regency—in 178S, the King for a time became
mentally deranged, and the Prince of Wales advanced his right to be Re-
gent. Iriie King, however, reeovereil, and held the sceptre till 1820.
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French Revolution - See note LXXX. , 1. 37.

10. Bastile—fortress in Paris latterly used as a prison. When the
Revolution broke out, the populace stormed and destroyed it, as a hated
symbol of tyranny. Its capture, says Mr. Green, was taken for the sign
of a new era of constitutional freedom for France and for Europe.

10. Marie Antoinette—5tv note to Louis XVI., XLIII., 1. 38.

LXXXV.—27. Lord Daylesford— a title derived from Hastings'
ancestral estates in Worcestersliire.

LXXXVII.—34. Grenville, George—head of the English Adminis-
tration from 1703 to ITti.i.

40. William Wilberforce—(1759-1S33), an English member of Par-
liament, noted for hi.s phihinthrophy iu the suppression of the slave-trade,

LXXXVIII. -40. Sheridan, Richard Brinsley —(1751-1816), a
brilliant orator, statesman, and dramatist. At his death Lord Byron
wrote the following well-known Monody:

—

" Long shall we seek his likeness —long in vain.
And turn to all of him wliieli may remain,
Sighing that Nature formed but one such man.
And broke the die —in moulding Sheridan !

"

Sef speech on the Spoliation of the Begums.

LXXXIX.— 14. Windham, Wm.—(1750-1810), an eloquent states-
man, and member of the Coalition Ministry of 17S3. Macaulay elsewhere
speaks of him as " the high-souled Windham."

XC—32. XCI.—7. There have been . . . right to left—We
here come to the opening s<ntfuees of that fascinating word-picture so
frequently quoted from Macauli} , the scene of the Trial of Warren Hast-
ings. How graphic is the picture need hardly be pointed out. The
stately movement of the sentences ; the animation of the style, with its

balanced structure, abriipt transitions, and pointed figures of speech ; the
splendour of the imagery, the flashing of antithesis, aud the crispness and
vigour'of the epigrams—so characteristic of the Essay as a whole- come
specially out in the description of the scene in Westminster Hall. Note
in the last four words of the present passage how the Essayist descends to
wliat would seem triviality of detail, excejit that he wishes to make clear
the allusion to the strange written characters of the Semitic languages,
which are traced from right to left.

XCI.—8. Plantagenets—a line of English monarchs from Henry II.

(1154) to Richard II. (1309). The name is derived from the common broom
of Anjou(the planta nenist"), a sprigof which Geoffrey, the father of Henry
II. used to wear in his helmet. During the rule of the Plantagenets (See the
" Good Parliament" [1360-77] under Richard III.) the Commons wrested
from the Crown many practical reforms, and received many concessions in
the interest of the people. The right of Parliament to inquire into public
abuses and to impeach public counsellors, were among the privileges
granted at this period.

12. Great . . . Rufus—See note to Westminster Hall, XXXI, 2.

15. Bacon, Sir Francis -(1561-1626), statesman, author, philoso-
pher, and judge. In 1621, while Lord High Chancellor, he was impeached
for taking bribes and for other corrupt inactiees ; aud was fined and im-
prisoned. His sentence was afterwards remitted. Burke thus speaks of
him :

" Who is there that upon hearing the name of Lord Bacon does not
instantly recognize everything of genius the most profound, everything of
hterature the most extensive, everything of discovery the most pene-
trating, everything of observation of human life the ruost distinguished
and refined ?" . .

16. Somers, John, Lord—(1651-1716), a great Whig leader during the
reigns of William and Anne ; an active promoter of the Revolution, friend
of Addison, and Lord Chancellor. In 1701 he wars impeached for alleged
illegal practices, but acquitted, owing to disagreement between the Com-
mons and the Lords as to the mode of procedure againt him.
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Stafford, Thomas Wentworth, Karl of, (1593-1641), impeached
by Pym, in the Long Parliament, for having plotted with Laud for sub-
verting the Constitution and making Charles L an absolute monarch. He
was condemned to death by a " bill of attainder." The eloquence of his

defence is a matter of history.

17-20. Victorious party . . . fame—the Parliamentary forces

opposed to Charles and Strafford, and which ultimately brought the King
to trial and to his death. At his trial, in 1649, Charles bore himself with
great dignity.

42. Queen . . . Brunswick—Charlotte of Mecklenburg-Strelitz,

wife of George III. House of Brunswick, or Hanover,—the line of

sovereigns from George I. to Victoria.

XCIL—4. Siddons, Sarah—(1755-1831), a great tragic actress, then
at the height of her fame.

6. Historian . . . Empire—Edward Gibbon (1739-94), author of

The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, a work which gave a new im-
pulse to historical studies. The history is grandly conceived and is rich

in detail, though its style is heavily-laden and its tone contemptuous. It

appeared during the years 1776-88.

7. Cicero—(B.C. 100-43), great Roman orator and statesman. Verres,

praetor of Sicily, was impeached (B.C. 70) for acts of cruelty, and Cicero-

conducted the prosecution. His orations on the occasion finely manifest
his genius. .

9-10. Tacitus . . . Africa—Tacitus (A. D. 55-117?), a celebrated
Roman historian, whose chief works e.^tant are Histories, Annals, Ger-

many, and Life of Agricola. Tacitus was one of the prosecutors of Marius
Prisons, Roman Govei-nor of Africa about the end of the first century.

11. Greatest painter—Sir Joshua Reynolds (1723-92) ; Greatest
Scholar—Samuel Parr, LL.D., (1747-1825), a renowned classical scholar

and editor. See De Quincey's essay.

20. Charms of " her "—Mrs. Fitzherbert, who was privately mar-
ried, in 1785, to the Prince of Wales, afterwards George IV.

22. Saint Cecilia—understood to refer to Mrs. Sheridan, whose por-

trait Sir Joshua Reynolds had painted in the character of the patroness of

Music.

26. Mrs. (Elizabeth) Montagu—(1720-1800), founder of the " Blue-

Stocking Club," an author of some note, and great friend of the eminent
literary men of the time. See Doran's "A Lady of Last Century," and
Boswell's " Life of Johnson."

27-30. Ladies . . . Devonshire—In the election canvasses of

the time, it was not uncommon for ladies to solicit for their friends the

votes of electors. The Duchess of Devonshire is said to have gained for

Fox the vote of a butcher by allowing hiiu to kiss her.

32. XCIII.—5. The culprit . . . judges—Note in this brief

paragraph the fine description of Hastings' dignified appearance at the

Bar of the Peers ; also note the animation of the narrator's style.

XCIII.—3. Mens Eequa in arduis—a mind equal, or serene, amid
difficulties.

5. Pro-consul —a Roman title for the Governor of a Province.

15-16. But neither . . accusers—Note here the mode of

transition, from the description of the accused to that of the accusers. It

is easy yet etlective, and lias the art of exciting the reader by its quality

of Suspense.

32. Great age . • • eloquence—From Pericles (B. C. 450) to

Demosthenes (B.C. 322).

33. English Demosthenes— Charles" James Fox. Demosthenes

(B. C. 385-322) was the greatest of Athenian orators.
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English Hyperides — Kichard Briusley Shert<iau. Hyperides. a

contt-mviirary of Demosthenes, and an eloiiuent Gieek orator. Hi.s writ-

ings have not come down to us.

34-30. Igrnorant .
'

. . hearers—Burke by this time had lost the

ear of the Houst-, jiartly owinj; to liis politieal attitude, and partly to the

philosi'phir eliaraiter of his speeclies, which wearied the members.

42. Youngest manager—Cliarles, Earl Grey (1764- 1845), an English
statesman of ihivahdiis lionour, who rendered great political services in

his day. At the period of Hastings' trial he was but 24 years of age ; and
he held the office of Prime .Minister when the Reform Bill of 1832 was
passed. Macaulay"s pane^'vric is well-deserved.

XCIV. -25. XCV.—15. With an exuberance . . . all !—This
is one of the most eflective passages in the Essay. The Anapliora and the
climax in the peroration will not escape the reader. Nor will the fine

touch of the essayist be missed, where he alludes to the " resounding
ajches of Irish oak,"' as if the building itself sympathised, as has been re-

marked, with the great Irish orator.

XCVI.—18-20. Lac—one hundred thousand ; crore — ten millions ;

aumil—court official ; sunnud— a warrant
; perwannah—a judge's

order ; jaghire—a tract of land ; nuzzar—a present or bribe, made to

a superior.

35. The King's illness—See note on the Regency, LXXXIII., 3.

39. States-General—the Reinesentativc Assembly of France, which
Lewis XVI. summoned to meet during the Revolution, though it had not
met since the time of Richelieu. It was afterwards called the National
Assembly. "No sooner did it meet at Versailles," says Mr. Green, "than
the fabric cif despotism and privilege began to crumble."

XCVII.— 7. Oracles of jurisprudence—By Metonymy for the

great law officers of the Crown, on whom the House depended for advice
in legal matters.

XCIX.— 12. Woolsack—the seat of the Lord Chancellor in the House
of Lords.

28-29. Scattered . . . death—Friendships had been estranged
by the political differences of the time.

29. The great chiefs—Burke, Sheridan, Fox, Windham, Grey.

CI.— 12--20. He saw . . Pantheon—Observe the eflective use
of Anaphora, and the keen irt>ny which characterizes this passage from
Burke. Note, also, how it depreciates the value of the Hastings' testi-

monials.

36. Logan, John—(1784-88 , divine, poet, and miscellaneous writer.

In 1783, Logan published a tragedy, entitled " Runnimede," founded on
the story of Magna Charta : and in the following year, he brought out a

defence of Warien Hastings. He is a tyjie of the pjolitical parson of the

time. See Adams' "Dictionary of English Literature."

39. Simpkin's letters— an agcount, in verse, of the Hastings'

Trial, one of the many squibs which the proceedings evoked. Published
in 1790.

42. Anthony (Tony) Pasquin— the name of an old Roman cobbler,

who was wont to make cutting remarks about his neighbours. The name
was assumed by Williams for low political ob.iects.

cm —16. Addington, Mr. Henry-(1757-1844). Premier (1801-4)

in a Ministry of the second rank of political eminence in England. Green
speaks of him as "a man as dull and bigoted as George (III.) himself."

He owed his elevation to ofiiee by opposing Catholic emancipation.

41. Allipore—a suburb of Calcutta.

CIV.— 1. Covent Garden—the chief market in London for flowers,

fruit, and vegetables.
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4. Thibet—an extensive plateau nortli of the Himalayas.

8. Bootan (sometimes Bhutan)—an independent province in the n. e.

of India, between Assam and the Himalayas.

15. Trissotin—a gallant who affects poetry in Moliere's play of Femmes
Savantes.

36. Dionysius—(B.C. 430-367) an Athenian general and dUletanU in

literature.

37. Frederic (the Great)- (1712-86), King of Prussia (1740-86) and a

successful general, who, however, dabbled in letters,

42. Hayley, Wm.—(1745-1820), poei and dramatist. He wrote a Life

of Cowper, publislied in 1803.

Seward, Wna. Henry—(1746-99). a now forgotten miscellaneous
writer and collector of anecdotes.

CV. —33. Sheldonian Theatre—the great hall in Oxford where uni-

versity degrees are conferred.

42. Guildhall—a (•i\ic hall in London where distinguished people are

entertained by the city fathers.

CVI.— 18. CVlI.—o. With all his faults ... obloquy—

a

touching passage, one of the few instances of jnithos in Mar-aulay's

writings.

21. Great abbey—Westminster Abbey, where Hastings' accusers.

Pitt & Fox, lie buried. Note the beautiful figure, " that temple of silence

and reconciliation.

"

24. Great hall—Westminster Hall.

41. Richelieu—(15S5-1642), a great French statesman and i-ardinal.

The period of his power and influence was from 1624 till his death.

42. Cosmo de Medici—(D. 1574), a statesman of the Florentine

Republic, and liberal pjitron of learning and the fine arts.



CRITICAL NOTICES OF MACAULAY'S STYLE.

"The exact style, the antitheses of ideas, the harmonious
construction, the artfully balanced paragraphs, the vigorous sum-
maries, the regular sequence of thoughts, the frequent compari-
sons, the fine arrangement of the whole—-not an idea or phrase

of his writings in which the talent and the desire to explain does
not shine forth."

—

Taine.

" Behind the external show and glittering vesture of his

thoughts—beneath all his pomp of diction, aptness of illustra-

tion, splendour of imagery, and epigrammatic point and glare

—

a careful eye can easily discern the movement of a powerflil and
cultivated intellect, as it successively appears in the well-trained

logician, the discriminating critic, the comprehensive thinker,

the practical and far-sighted statesman, and the student of uni-

versal literature."—E, P. Whipple.

" Macaulay's essays are remarkable for their brilliant rhe-

torical power, their splendid tone of coloring, and their affluence

of illustration with a wide range of residing, and the most docile

and retentive memory. He pours over his theme all the

treasures of a richly-stored mind, and sheds light upon it from
all quarters. He excels in the delineation of historical charac-
ters, and in the art of carrying his reader into a distant period
and reproducing the past with the distinctness of the present."

—

George S. Hillard.

" I learned of Macaulay the duty of trying to be clear. And
I learned that in order to be clear there were two main rules to

be followed. I learned from Macaulay that if I -wished to be
understood by others, or indeed by myself, I must avoid, not al-

ways, long sentences—for long sentences may often be perfectly

dear—but involved, complicated, parenthetical sentences. I

learned that I must avoid sentences crowded with relatives and
participles ; sentences in which things are not so much directly

stated as implied in some dark and puzzling fashion. I learned,

also, never to be afraid of using the same word or name over
and over again, if by that means anything could be added to

clearness or force. ]\Iacaulay never goes on, like some writers,

talking about " the former" and " the latter," " he, she, it they,"
through clause after clause, while his reader has to look back to

see which of several persons it is that is so darkly referred to.

No doubt a pronoun, like any other word, may often be repeated
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with advantage, if it is perfectly clear who is meant by the word.
And with Macaulay's pronouns it is always perfectly clear who
is meant by them . . . Macaulay never uses a word which,
whatever might be its origin, had not really taken root in the

language. He has no vulgarisms, no new-fangled or affected

expressions. No man was ever so clear from the vice of thru^it-

ing in foreign words into an English sentence. In short, Mac-
aulay never allows himself for a moment to be careless, vulgar,

or slipshod."

—

Edward A. Freeman, LL.D.

" Macaulay possessed talents of unusual versatility. Besides

attaining high eminence as a critic, poet, essayist, and historian,

he made his mark as a jurist, a legislator, and an orator. His
memory was extraordinarily retentive. To it we owe his fond-

ness for details and the opulence of his illustrations. To his

power of realizing the past we owe his skill in historical descrip-

tion and the delineation of character. His style is remarkable
for its incomparable lucidity ; its lively arrays of concrete parti-

culars ; its variety and purity of expression ; its sudden, sharp

surprises ; its constant play of antithesis and frequent use of

climax ; its rapid movement and sparkling, dazzling animation.

But while his style is perspicuous, it is sometimes not precise
;

and his fondness for balance and antithesis occasionally betrays

him into extravagance and exaggeration. His vocabulary is

copious ; his sentences are generally short, abrupt, and light,

but the rhythm is fluent, and the cadences full and harmonious.

The splendour of his imagery has justly been the theme of un-

stinted praise ; it is due no less to the vastness and variety of

his knowledge than to the brilliancy of his talents. Still-life he

seldom describes ; but he revels in the ' rush and roar " of the

world of action. He is never more in his element than when he

paints in vivid colours some gorgeous pageant, some angry mob.
He was essentially a controversalist. When he makes a state-

ment, he feels bound to explain or to prove it ; and he is at his

best when combating some fancied objections or demolishing

the arguments of some real antagonist. Pathos his style for-

bade ; wit and humour in their highest forms he does not pos-

sess ; but in broad and scathing ridicule he has no superior. For
clearness, purity, and strength, Macaulay's style is a model.

But, while we imitate its excellences, we should avoid his ex-

cesses."

—

John Se.^th, B.A., Inspector of High Schools for
Ontario.

"Macaulay's composition is as far from being abstruse as

printed matter can well be. One can trace in his writing a con-

stant effort to make himself intelligible to the meanest capacity.

He loves to dazzle and to argue, but above everything he is

anxious to be understood. His ideal evidently is to turn a sub-

ject over on every side, to place it in all lights, and to address

himself to every variety of prejudice and preoccupation in his

audience . . . In the quality of strength, Macaulay offers a

1
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great and obvious contrast to De Quincey—a contrast between
brilliant animation and stately pomp. His movement is more
rapid and less dignified. He does not slowly evolve his periods,
' as under some genial instinct of incubation": he never remits

his efforts to dazzle ; and in his most swelling cadences he al-

ways seems to be perorating against an imaginary antagonist

We have (elsewhere) commented upon the varied ex-

pressions, the abrupt transitions, the constant play of antithesis,

the perspicuous method, and the lively array of concrete parti-

culars. We have also noticed implicitly the exhilarating pace

both of the language and of the thoughts, the rapidity of the

rhythm—as determined by shortness of phrase, clause, and sen-

tence—and the quick succession of the ideas . . . Anima-
tion is our author's distinguishing quality ; but often from the

grandeur of his subject, and of the objects that he brings into

comparison with it from all countries and from all times, his

style takes a loftier tone. Sometimes, however, in his con-

temptuous and derisive moods, he uses a studied meanness of

expression that reminds us of the coarse familiarity of Swift

. . He had a great command over the proper vocabular)-

of strength : he is very vehement in his epithets ... A
rhetorician of so decided a turn as Macaulay could not fail to

use the rhetorician's greatest art—climax. In every paragraph

that rises above the ordinary level of feeling we are conscious of

being led on to a crowning demonstration . . . He is la-

vish in the use of antithesis. The contrasts are really more
numerous than might be thought at first glance ; the bare frame-

work is so overlaid and disguised by the extraordinary fulness

of expression that many of them escape notice. When we look

narrowly, we see that there is a constant play of antithesis. Not
only is word set off against word, clause against clause, and sen-

tence against sentence. There are contrasts on a more exten-

sive scale ; one group of sentences answers to another, and para-

graphs are balanced against paragraphs. His pages are illum-

inated not only by little sparks of antithesis, but by broad
flashes ... A favourite and characteristic way of getting

up an antithesis is, before narrating an event, to recount all the

circumstances that concurred to make it different from what it

ultimately proved to be . . . Another favourite device is

in the course of his narrative to speculate what might have hap-
pened had the circumstances been different . . . The same
vein of reflection is continually cropping up in all his narra-

tives . . . In the delineation of characters he finds great

scope for his favourite effect. In these pictures the scintilla-

tions of antithesis are almost incessant . . . The great ob-
* jection to the frequent use of antithesis is the danger of its be-

traying a writer into exaggerations, into deepening the shadow
and raising the light. It is not denied that Macaulay has a ten-

dency to make slight sacrifices of truth to antithesis. His anti-

thesis often takes an epigrammatic point. Macaulay delights in

epigrams : there is a dash of epigram in his unexpected transi-

tions."

—

From Minto's ^''English Prose Literature."
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